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Souls * * But No P r iests .

Every day God whispers to  young men and askes them to  become p r ie s t s .  Maybe Ee Is 
c a ll in g  you. I f  Ee i s ,  then the follow ing le t te r  w i l l  convince you once more of 
the vast amount of work ahead of you in the apostolate. Even though you have no 
vocation to  the priesthood, th is  l e t t e r  w i l l  inspire you to  do a l l  In your power to  
promote vocations. Father Joseph Doherty, C.S.C. w rites from the m issions in Chile,

"Father George DePrlzlo has asked me to add a few words about my experiences 
in the mining camps of Chile, Before going into d e ta ils  I  would lik e  to  say 
that a l l  one hears about the indifference of the people here i s  more or le s s  
true, but there i s  another side. My impression i s  one of admiration at the 
fact that they are as good as they are, considering the dire lack of sp ir itu a l  
assistan ce  given them, There i s  one p r ie st  for every 5500 C atho lics , that is  
counting the aged and the s ick , but i f  we were to count those ac tu a lly  exercis in g  
the m inistry, there i s  one for every 10,000,

"Hundreds of people die every year in the north without the sacraments not 
because they do not ask for them, but because there i s  no p r ie st  at hand, I  
know one e ld er ly  p r ie s t  who has two v i l la g e s  to look a fter ;  one has 21,000  
so u ls , the other 7,000. I  know another v il la g e  of 3,000 where there has been 
no regular Sunday Mass within the memory of the o ldest resident; yet the people 
gather around an outdoor shrine during the month of Mary and carry on May 
(down here November) devotions. , .

"The Parish P r ie s t  of a mining town near Santiago came to  ask for a p r ie s t  to  
help him on the 8th of December, As no Chilean p r ie s t  could be found I  went.
With the exception of h a lf  an hour at 7 and 15 minutes at 11, 1 spend from 
2 P.M. u n t i l  1 A.M. hearing confessions. I t  was the same thing a l l  next morning. 
These people had no resid en t pastor u n t i l  8 months ago, There i s  no parish  
school, almost no r e lig io u s  in stru ctio n , yen they c lin g  to the e s s e n t ia ls .
For me i t  i s  a m iracle,

"I went twice to  v i s i t  the English speaking Catholics in  the mining town of 
P o rtrer lllo s  and Chuquicamata, . . The tr ip  up Is a r e a l experience. The 
tra in  to  the north runs on a narrow gauge. As you know, the country i s  very 
mountainous, so the average speed i s  22 MFH. I counted 29 tunnels in  one day of 
tra v e lin g . Of course there is  no a ir  conditioning, the windows are open and 
smoke pours in  as we go through the mountains, and the dust makes i t s  appear­
ance when we reach the desert .

"One arrives at h is  destination  looking lik e  a desert caravan driver, but there 
are innumerable things to  be done, any one of which would make the tr ip  worth- 
w hile . For example, there is  always at le a s t  one marriage to be fixed up. Last 
time I baptised two babies at the point of death. One did not l iv e  50 seconds 
a fter  I fin ished  pouring the water. . . ti

Classes taught 
~8T00 Monday
9:00 Monday 

10:00 Monday 
11:00 Monday 

1:15 Monday 
2:15 Monday 

5:15 Monday

W ill be Examined
~?roo
8:00 

10:00  
10:00  

1:15 
1:15 
5:15

Monday 
Wednesday 
Monday 
Wednesday 
Sunday 
Monday 
Sunday

Date * Classe e taught W ill be Examined Date
Febr. 25 •X* "8:00"Tuesday 6:00 Tuesday Febr, 26
Febr. C7I «

* 9:00 Tuesday 1:15 Tuesday Febr. 26
Febr. ' t * 10:00 Tuesday 10:00 Tuesday Febr. 26
Febr, 2" * 11:00 Tuesday 5:15 Tuesday Febr. 26
Febr * 2^ * 1:15 Tuesday 1:15 Saturday Febr. 25
Febr* 2$ * 2:15 Tuesday 5:15 Monday Febr, 25
Febr, 2k * 5:15 Tuesday 5:15 Saturday Febr. 25

NOVENA FOR EXAMINATIONS BEGINS THURSDAY (MASS; COMMUNION, VISIT TO THE GROTTO)


