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Don't wait u n ti l  Sunday 
Mass fo r confession*
Go during the week*

The La Salle Hotel Tragedy

Christ was a t that fire* The news accounts did not describe i t  quite that way, 
Reporters simply said that "priests were present giving the Last Bites to the dying," 
When a p rie s t hears of an accident* he rushes to  the scene with the Holy Oils and 
anoints the dying persons whom he thinks might be Cathollc, The Last Rites means the 
priest is administering the Sacramdnt of Extreme Unction,

Extreme Unction, is  rea lly  Christ come to help the person enter Heaven, in case of 
death* We can say that Christ is  invisib ly  present when the priest anoints, Through 
the anointing with Holy Oil, Christ forgives the rec ip ien t of the Sacrament a l l  his 
s ins , mortal and venial, even though the person is  upc one clous, The person, ~oF course. 
must have some love of God In hie heart to obtain th is  merciful forgiveness* Our 
Blessdd Lord forgives only where he finds sorrow for sin  prompted at leas t by a 
fear of b e ll or a fear of losing Heaven*

Christ in stitu ted  Extreme Unction to hurry a person Into Heaven; through the Last 
Anointing He helps one bypass Purgatory. Heaven is  closed to those who have a debt 
of demerit or temporal punishment * Christ Himself pays up a great part of tha t in ­

debtedness in virtue of Extreme Unction, and He encourages the dying person, I f  he is 
conscious, to suffer p a tien tly , and thereby pay up the remainder of the debt.

Christ sometimes cures a s ick  person through the power of th is  Sacrament, though the 
recovery may not be immediate # And he never f a l l s  to  whisper words of encouragement 
and confidence in the mercy and goodness of God*

This f i r e ,  like every d isa s te r ,  reminds you to be ready for sudden death* I t  should 
remind you, too, to  learn to  ca ll for a p rie s t when injured or sick, and to  ca ll  a 
prleet for relativee and friends who are seriouely i l l , For a (2atho 11c the prle s t
Is  more important than a doctor sfaen death hovers over one's home or family. A p r ie s t  
brings Christ who is your God, and when you have God you have everything.

The morning mal 1 hr lags the 1" ollowlng re quest; "I j  ust re ce ived w ord that my bro ther _ 
In-law ' 8 father ha s had to  undergo an amputa tlon  of a le g * He 1 s pa a t seventy and 
is  one of those old fashioned Irishmen who never knew what I t  meant to miss Sunday 
Maas * But lie w ill  mlss jit; f  or is 1*61* Sundays now + He has heard a good dea 1 about the 
Notre Dame gang — ab out the pra yers, the students say a t  the Gr o tt o, the freque nt 
Communion, and the other great trad itions that are part of the l i f e  of the campus,
E cnf about having the lb oys thr ow In a few Ave Mar la s a t the Gr ott o or Tie IT or e the 
tabernacle for this grand old man? Laat nlght after the amputation, the nurse dropped 
int o 111 (3 i* oom and a 8 Ice d h 1m how the le g wa a. ' Sure , and I t  8 de a d and bur le d by now,'
he r epll e d with a quick Ir 18 h smile, That' a c our a go * Don' lb you th Ink th is Ir 1 s bman
rates a qulck prayer from the Notre Dame lads?"

Mote: A Catholic hoeplta1 burlea amputated membere of the human body in 
coneacrated ground, The severed parts are not treeted as refuse, because
the body la 8aered* St * Paul calIs I t  "the temnle of the Holy Ghost."

Oti Your Prayerb cine s

DAYS I FIT T O  MAKE YO UR EAST ER DUTY
O R  ELSE. . .


