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< %7 In 1917 Our Blessed Mother appeared to three small children,
N & Lucy Santos, Francis and Jacinta Marto. At the time of the
j £ apraritions, Lucy was scarcely ten, Francls was nine, and
D &) Jacinta was Just seven.
7 AT IMA . «n angel firgt appeared to these three little shepherds some
foe } monthe before they saw the Blessed Virgin. Apparently the
»?;Luﬂﬁgw ’ a3 purpose of these angslic visite was to prepare the minds and
S oo " heartes of the chlldren for their gpeclial mlssion. There were
; ) many visita made by the angel. Three, however, are worth
Yoo SV knowing,

‘n a very rainy sping afternoon in 1916, the children took
T \\?, shelter in 2 cave. They remained there until about noon, when
. they ate their lunch, said their Fogary and nlayed Jacks.
§1 Suddenly a gust of wind startled them. They lonked out toward
the fields below the Cave. There they saw a dazzling light, and in the midst of it,
coming toward them, a human form. It was whiter than snow, 18 1t drew nearer, the
chlldren saw that 1t was a handsoms youth of fourteen or Pifteen., The youth spoke to
the three children, "Do not be afraid, I am the ingel of Peace., Pray with me."

Then the Angel went down on his knees, and bowing to the ground, he repeated three
times, "My God, I believe, I adore, I hope and I love Thee! I beg pardon for those
who 42 not believe, nor adore, nor hope, nor love Thee."

The Children made the same profound bows as the ngel and likewlge reveated the

praysr, The sngel aroge and saia, "Pray like that. The most Sacred Hearts of Jesus
and Mary will be touched by your prayers," Then the figure dleappeared, The exhorta-
tion of the Angel d1d not go unheeded. Thersafter, when left unnoticed, Lucy, Francis
and Jacinta would prostrate themselves on the ground and pray like the Angel did, until
they could no longer pronounce the words or keep the vainful position.

The Second ‘pparition.

Two months after the vigit of the -ngsl of Psace, the three children were playing in
Lucy's garden. Without any previnus warning, the i4ngel appeared and said, "What are
you doing here? Pray, pray much! The Sacred Hearts of Jesug and Mary have plans of
mercy in regard to you. Continually offer un prayers and sacrifices to the Lord."

Lucy became anxious about the sacrifices they were to make, so she asked for an
sxplanation,.

"You can make eacrifices of all things, "came the reply. “Nffer them in reparation For
111 tho sing that offend God, apd bew of Him the conversion of ginneryg, In this

way, try to draw down peace upon your country. T am 1ts Guardian fngel, the anzel,

of Portusai. Above all, accept and bear humbly the sufferings the Tord will wigh

to send you.,"

from thot moment the three children began in sarnest to offer to Nur Tcrd all they
‘ould guitfer for Hig sake. Thelr favorite penance wag to remaln, for hours at a
“lme, nrogtrate upon the craound, repcated the nrayer the “ngel had taucght them.



