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7 l EE C H i L D R E I l  UP F R T h T I R
I n  1917 Our B le se e d  M o th e r  a p p e a re d  t o  t h r e e  e m a i l  c h i l d r e n ,  
Lucy S a n to s ,  F r a n c i s  and J a o l n t a  M arto .  At th e  t im e  o f  th e  
a p p a r i t i o n s ,  Lucy was s c a r c e l y  t e n ,  F r a n c i s  was n i n e ,  and
J a o l n t a  was J u s t  s e v e n .

r '  FAT i M A ' ' I 8%g<31 f l r s  t  a p p a a re d  t o  th e  s e t h r e e  11 t t l e  shephe  r d s  s ome
I of ^  months b e f o r e  t h e y  saw th e  B le s s e d  V i r g in ,  A p p a re n t ly  th e

L! 5 6 oN / PuiJ)ose o f  t h e s e  ange 11 c v l s I t s  was t o  p r e p a r e  th e  minds and
V o  h e a r t s  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  f o r  t h e i r  s p e c i a l  m i s s io n .  There  were
/  , many v i s i t s  made by t h e  a n g e l .  T h r e e , how ever, a r e  w o r th
% CL / know I n g ,
\

#•*
__ ^ ^ x  a v e r F r a i n y  s p ln g  a f t e r n o o n  I n  1916, th e  c h i l d r e n  to o k

s h e l t e r  i n  a c a v e .  They rem ained  t h e r e  u n t i l  a b o u t  noon, when 
th e y  a t e  t h e i r  lu n c h ,  s a i d  t h e i r  P o sa ry  and p la y e d  J a c k s .

,. , . K S u d d e n l y  a g u s t  o f  wind s t a r t l e d  them. They looked  o u t  tow ard
t h e  f i e l d s  below th e  c a v e . There t h e y  saw a d a z z l i n g  l i g h t ,  and In  th e  m id s t  o f  i t ,  
coming tow ard  them, a human form . I t  was w h i t e r  t h a n  snow. As I t  drew n e a r e r ,  th e

l t ,Za8 a  handsome y o u th  o f  f o u r t e e n  o r  f i f t e e n .  The y o u th  spoke t o  
t h r e e  c h i l d r e n ,  Do n o t  be a f r a i d ,  I  am th e  Angel o f  P e a c e .  P ra y  w i t h  m e ."

W3nv d0Wn 0n M a  t o e e s > and bow ing  t o  t h e  g ro u n d , he r e p e a t e d  t h r e e  
t i m e s ,  My God, I  b e l i e v e ,  I  a d o r e ,  I  hope and I  love  Thee.' I  beg  p a rd o n  f o r  th o se  
who do n o t  b e l i e v e , n o r  a d o r e , n o r  h o p e , n o r  lo v e  T h e e ."

The C h i ld r e n  made th e  same p ro found  bows a s  t h e  Angel and l ik e w is e  r e p e a t e d  th e  
p r a y e r .  The * n g e l  a r o s e  and s a i d ,  "P ray  l i k e  t h a t .  The most S ac red  H e a r t s  o f  J e s u s

™ h9d> 7 y ° Ur p r a y e r a -"  Then th e  f i g u r e  d i s a p p e a r e d .  The e x h o r t a -  
and r nfn s  n o t  go u n h e e d e d . T h e r e a f t e r ,  when l e f t  u n n o t i c e d ,  Lucy , F r a n c i s

t h e ,  c o u ld  »  J » 7 p o e f t t o e !  ^

Thg Second \ p p a r l t l o n .

Two months a f t e r  th e  v i s i t  o f  th e  Angel o f  P e a c e ,  th e  t h r o e  c h i l d r e n  were p l a y i n g  i n  
u c y s  g a rd e n .  W ith o u t  any  p r e v io u s  w a rn in g ,  t h e  Angel appeared  and s a i d , ' "What"are 

you  d o in g  h e re ?  P ra y ,  p ra y  much: The S acred  H e a r t s  o f  J e s u s  and Mary have p la n s  of
mercy i n  r e g a rd  t o  you . C o n t i n u a l l y  o f f e r  up  p r a y e r s  and s a c r i f i c e s  t o  t h e  L o rd ."

Lucy became an x io u s  a b o u t  th e  s a c r i f i c e s  th e y  w ere  t o  make, so she a sked  f o r  a n
e x p l a n a t i o n .

s .T S r^ W A  :: t s t  for
way, t r y  t o  draw down peace  upon y o u r  c o u n t r y .  I  am i t s  G uard ian  A ngel,  t h e
of  r o r o u / y u .  above a l l ,  a c c e p t  and b e a r  humbly th e  s u f f e r i n g s  th e  Lord w i l l  w is h  
t o  8end y o u , "
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