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One day Our Blessed Saviour appeared to St. Margaret Mary. /[« Ji=h
On His head rested a rough crown made of nineteen very T \it

sharp thorns which pierced His skin.
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Those thorns had been thrust into Him by a sinful person,
Christ said, and He wanted Margaret Mary to remove them,

"She plerces my head with a thorn every time she prefers

herself to me by an act of pride.”

Margsaret was most anxious to take out the thorms, but she did not
know how. So she agked Our Blessed Lord. He said that the nine-
teen thorns could be removed by an equal number of acts of humility.
Mergaret Mary asked the cooperation of her convent, and the nung performed '
many acts of humility. Thils pleased Christ very much, because three days \ e
later He showed Margaret Mary three thorns of which He was almost relieved; \\

the rest remained for a long time afterwards.

On another occasion, Our Blessed Lord again asked for acts of reparation. He anveared
to Margaret Mary while she was nraying before the Blessed Sacrament. He showed her
His Sacred Heart saying, "Behold this Heart which hasg so loved men that it has spared
nothing, has emptied itgelf and died to show them its love; and in return I recelve,
for the most part, only ingratitude in the insults, the acts of irveverence, the
gacrileges and the coldness that men show towards me in this Sacrament."” Christ
begged Margaret Mary to compensate for all this,

Peparation i8 not hard to understand. You hold many veople in hisgh esteem., Your girl
and your mother, for instance. If they had suffered an insult, you would rush to do
something to make up for that offence. You might say a kind word or give a gift, and
vou would not even consider the extra sacrifice you would underso. That's the way we
act with our friends and particularly with those we love. OSuch an act is called
reparation, which is gimply an effort to undo the hurt which someone has cauged a
friend.

Fvery sin insults the Sacred Heart. Every sin caused Christ to suffer when He went
through His Pagsion and Death. You can say that your gins have hurt Christ. The
Sacred Heart wantsg reparati-n. Are you golng to make 1%t7

Why First Friday?

Feparation on Firgt Friday is Dur Lord's own idea. He plcked the day Himsell. 'nd

‘e has hinted very clearly the tyne of spirituality He wants on that day. First,

He wants gpecial devotion to Him in the Blessed Sacrament. Read a<aln the quotation
above, where Christ says that men show a coldness towards Him in the Blessed Sacrament,

The Sacred Heart degires all Catholics to receive Holy Communion on First Fricay.
“rain FEig intention isg reparation., The blessing Christ ~lves for reneatin; thie
devotion on nine consocutive First Fridays is extra (roces which asgure cne's galvation.

Tomorrow ig First Friday. You can gleep in if you wish. You rcon busy yourself with
many things durin=: the dry, and thereby remain away from ‘doratien. TIf you do, yru
will have micged 2 chance to prove, in a gpecial way, your lore for Chrigt and your
hatred for gin.

PPAYETS:  (deceassd) father of Frther Howard “enna, CSC, Director of Studies. 7 5.1.
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