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The Tommy You Didn^t Enow.
Twenty-two years ago , Tommy Own came -down to  Notre Dame from^Chicago. That was in 
1928 when the p resen t D ining H all was opened fo r  the f i r s t  t im e . Be didn t  plan to  
s ta y  lo n g . He did not know whether he would f i t  in to  th is  new work. His previo  0 
exp erience was in h o te l  d in ing rooms. The work a t  the U n iv ers ity  would surround 
him w ith  3000 young and very hungry students three tim es each day. Maybe th is  
change from the q u ie t  h o te l manner o f  work would be too  much, though Tommy, Bu
was n o t.

Up to  a few weeks ago, Tommy was on the job . A stomach a ilm ent sen t him to  bed and 
f i n a l l y  to  the h o s p it a l . His cond ition  grew w orse, and he d ie d _in  f iv e  days, on 
Sunday January 23 , w h ile  you were in the m idst o f your exam inations.

Among the s tu d e n ts , i t  was the w aiters who came in  con tact w ith  Tommy moot. They 
perhaps remember him as th e ir  shou ting , ton gu e-lash in g  su p erv isor  who kept them 
h u s t l in g . I t  was h is  r e s p o n s ib il i ty  to  see th a t everyone was served eff-Lcienuly  
a t  a l l  regu lar student m eals, luncheons and s p e c ia l  d in n ers . Sometimes h is  etudes 
w a iters  would be l a t e ,  or would not appear, or would be c a r e le s s  m H a n d lin g  a isn es . 
I t  was on see in g  t h is  la ck  of a sense o f  r e s p o n s ib il i ty  th a t Tommy be cams e a l iu v le
stoong in h is  language.

The ex a ctin g  Tommy was the man the students knew. Very ..few knew h is  deep s p ir i t u a l  
l i f e .  He h im self was the f i r s t  to  know when he had r e a l ly  l o s t  h is  temper w itn  ^ne 
w a ite r s , and was n o t sim ply fo r c e fu l o£ speech. The stu d en ts never had the change 
to  see  h is  quick repentance, b u t a p r ie s t - fr ie n d  d id , because Tommy used to come to  
him s tr ik in g  h is  b rea st and begging Pod to g iv e  him the grace to  be more calm.

The D illo n  H all chapel saw Tommy n ear ly  every day o f the week, not fo r  a ^few minutes
o f  prayer, "but fo r  c lo se  to  an hour. The r e c ita t io n  o f the Rosary occupied h is
a t te n t io n  most o f th a t  t im e , E ls r e f le c t io n s  on the M ysteries in  the l i f e  o f  Our 
B le sse d  Lord were d eep . The Clonic:ifixion o f  C hrist im pressed him so much th a t he 
cou ld  not keep h is  thoughts to  h im se lf , and fit, was to  a p r ie s t - f r ie n d  he would
v i s i t  on lea v in g  th e  chapel to  d iecuss the greatn ess o f Christ^ 53 su ffe r in g s  fo r  men*

Tommy never wen b through h is  day a lo n e , a f te r  he "be came a convert some ten  years  
a g o . The F a ith  taught him th a t Our B lessed  Lord and E ls Mother accompanied him 
wherever he w ent, E is F a ith  was so l i v e ly  th a t lie could see  C hrist and Mary a t  h is  
s id e , and many moments o f  h ie  day were spent ta lk in g  to  them,

The man you d id  not know wnet to  con fess ion monthly a s si preparation fo r  h is  F ir s t  
F riday Communion, Ee served an early  Mass in one o f the n a i l  chapels before going  
to  work on Suodayf-inornings. In recen t years he su ffe r ed  consIderab ly ,  ̂f i r s t  from 
bad e y e s , then from a bad heart and then from the f a t a l  stomach c o n d itio n . Bu b he 
never g u it ,  b ecau se , as he o ften  sa id , Christ had to  su f1 er a l o t  more,
The th in g  you could never see in  Tommy Owen was h is  sou l th e  so u l th a t reached  
out and touched God day in and day o u t, This i s  the s t u f f  o f  which ̂  the s a in ts  are  
made. Pray fo r  him . We l ik e  to  th ink he i s  in Heaven continu in g h is  chats w ith  
Our Lord and Our Lady, and waving to  a l l  the w a iters 2113 they gather from the ou t-  
p o sts  o f  Paradise to  see  th is  l i t t l e  fe llo w  irom Notre Dame


