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Are You In  Love? ( i )

They sa id  they  were in  love, but were th ey ? , , .When boy meets g i r l ,  the senses, 
n a tu ra l ly ,  come in to  p la ^ . God made you so th a t  knowledge begins in  the se n se s , 
But i t  only begins th e re .  Bo you look  a t  each o ther: the  sense of s ig h t .

I f  what you see is  good, you are  a t t r a c te d  by the body w ith  a 11 i t s  ornaments,
n a tu ra l  and a r t i f i c i a l .  You look in to  each o th e r  *s eyes and t r y  to  make out what
you see th e r e , but you w i l l  perhaps (3ee , a t  f i r s t ,  only th a t  they are b lu e , brown,
maybe g reen ; th a t  they  are l iv e ly ,  sp a rk lin g , la rge  or sm all, in v i t in g ,  o r perhaps 
n o t,

Then you l i s t e n : th e  sense of hearing* But aga in , a t  f i r s t ,  you may hear no more
than  t  ones and in f  le  c t  io n s , p ie  as in g  or unp lea  s a n t, the r in g  in  lie r  laughte r ,  o r  a 
8 l  H y  g ig g le . But i f  what you see and b ear i s  good you a re  a t t r a c te d ,  howeve r  
s u p e r f ic ia l ly . Are you in  love ? Im possib le!

Love a t  f i r s t  s ig h t i s  a romantic n o th ing , Ho such th in g  ever e x is te d .  A ttra c t io n
a t  f i r s t  s ig h t  is  a t t r a c t i o n  of the  lowest human order, almost e n t i r e ly  P h y s ic a l ,
I t  i s  ak in  to  tne a t t r a c t io n  of masses in  p h y s ic s—»the law of g ra v ity  on a s e n s i t iv e
p lane . J u s t  the same, i t  i s  good • You are no t in  love , b u t you may w ell be on the
way to  lo v e j f o r  love, l ik e  knowledge, begins in  the se n se s , The m istake is  to  
th in k  th a t  i t  ends the r e .

This f i i s t  a t t r a c t io n ,a c c o rd in g  to  i t s  in te n s i ty ,  w i l l  make you come back, or n o t .
I f  you a re  bu t (3l ig h t ly  a t t r a c te d  you may fo rg e t  i t  befo re  the week i s  o u t. I f  
you are overwhelmingly a t t r a c te d ,  I  suggest you cross to  th e  o ther side of the  room 
or even leave the p a r ty  e a r ly . Too much p h y s ica l a t t r a c t io n  is  worse than too  
l i t t l e . I t  can be d isa s tro u s  be cause you may never go beyond i t . & d  i f  you m arry 
the  g i r l ,  o r the  man, on th a t  alone you w i l l  no t s tay  to g e th e r  lo n g , As soon as the  
china d o l l j i a s  lo s t  s ome of h e r  p a in t  and she has chipped in  a few p la (36s , you a re  
th rough , I t  i s  a u rp ris in g , to o , how the (3tro n g  arms of a dashing young fe  1 low can 
weaken when th e re  i s  nothing in  them but muscular f l e x i b i l i t y .

The re  fire) p sycho log ica l d iffe re n ce  s 15 e tween the  human ma le  a nd fema l e , A g i r l  * s 
love o rd in a r i ly  begins w ith  an a t t r a c t io n  of mind th a t  only l a t e r  becomes a t t r a c t io n  
of body. She may begin  to  lik e  the  boy because he is  c le v e r , a good c o n v e rs a t io n a lis t ,  
^ 4, o u tr ig h t e x tro v e r t . Homely but c u te , is  the way she is  l ik e ly  to  pu t i t .

u w men, in v a r ia b ly , love begins in  the body and ascends to  th e  so u l. There is  
good reason  f o r  t h i s :  i t  i s  the man who has to  come back, a  n e c e ss ity  which the
C reator P re t ty  "well cared fo r  when He made woman (and not a s  in  the animal kingdom, 
the male) the  more a t t r a c t iv e .  For th e  same reason woman has become adept a t  making 
up w ith  cosm etics and d ress f o r  what natu re  may not have given her* There Is  no 
reason to  q u a rre l about th i s  u n less  i t  Is  overdone*

f r °m a r t l0 l e  "Lee30n f o r  Lovers" in  the February issue  o f 
C atholic  D ig est, ano ther excerp t fo llow s tomorrow and ano ther Thursday )
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