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One B il l io n  Two Hundred M illion  Heathens!

Thursday1e B u l le t in  re g u la r ly  deals w ith s ta te s  of l i f e - -d e d ic a te d  s in g le  l i f e ,  mar­
r ia g e ,  re l ig io u s"T Ife  and p rie s th o o d . One of these th ree  you must choose, Pegardless 
oil' which i s  chosen, Chris t  * a " c a ll"; "Be ye perfect (is your heavenly fa the r  i s  perfe c t " 
s t i l l  holds tru e  *

In the present order of d ivine Providence every one of you is  e ith e r  in  the s ta te  of 
grace or  in  the s ta te  o f m ortal s in . In other words, you are e ith e r  turned toward 
God, your su p e rn a tu ra l end, o r  turned away from Him* A ll are  ca lled  to  th is  aupem atu- 
*-ral end, which co n sists  in  the B e a t i f ic  V ision of God and the love which r e s u l t s  
from th a t  v is io n .  I t  i s  f o r  th is  end you were c re a te d , and i t  i s  toward th i s  same end 
you are  led by C h ris t Who, a f t e r  the f a l l  of Adam, o ffered  Himself as a v ic tim  f o r  
your sa lv a tio n ,

When you l iv e  in  the  s t a te  of grace , eternal l i f e  in  you has a lread y  begun, There is  
no r a d ic a l  d if fe re n c e  between the sa n c t ify in g  grace you now possess and the e te rn a l  
l i f e  which w i l l  be yours a f t e r  d e a th ♦ Without s a n c tify in g  grace th e re  can be nothing 
but e te rn a l  death , but t h i s  death  i s  not death  in  the  abso lu te  s e n se , You w i l l  l iv e ,  
y es, but only In the sheer ex isten ce  o f  ev er la stin g ly  prolonged, unending punishment 
of the  deadly h e l l  of the damned •

Gett lag ok t  o our sub j e c t  matter--OWE BIILION WO HUHDEED MHHOH HEATHENS, That * 8
a rough estim ate  of the number of pagan sou ls  in  the world to  be brought t o  the  f e e t  
of C hrist, S ta t la t lc s  from foreign  m issions inform us apnroximately 21,000 p r ieste
a re  among the  m issionary  personne l, Each m issionary , th e re fo re ,  has a quota of 57,000 
non-C hris tiana  to  convert.

In  our own country 70,000,000 Americans l iv e  outside a l l  church a f f i l i a t i o n s ,  Cver 
1000 coun ties  throughout our land have no re s id e n t C atholic  p r i e s t .  Rural sec tio n s  
a re  the most inadequately  served • Of the 15,000,000 negroes only 500,000 a re  c o n v e r ts ,

So the C atholic  Church in  America faces  the tremendous ta sk  of meeting demands to  
supply personnel f o r  p reach ing  and teach ing  the Word of God, f o r  adm in is te rin g  the 
sac lam ents, conducting sch o o ls , expanding the Church a t  home and abroad,

The la te  war d r a s t i c a l l y  c u r ta i le d  the p le n t i f u l  supply of p r i e s t s  and re l ig io u s  from 
the (3ont3nent of Europe, That i s  but one added reason why the vocatIona 1 burden on 
the United States lias been doublsd, even tr ip ]e d .

In sp ite  o f the in flu x  o f  ad d ltion a l recru its  in to  mo&aateries,  eeminarise and con­
vents in  recent yoars, the supply i s  s t i l l  far  sh o rt, Many, many more era needed,
AppsaIs from p u lp it ,  press and radio hive fa lle n  in  many cases upon ears that hear 
not. I s  American generosity dying out? Hot on your l i f e !  Tha la s t  war proved there 
i s  a b asic  heroism in  the heart of American youth. Show them where they are needed 
and what l e  to  bo dona—they w i l l  go, coat what i t  may. There i s  no shortage of vo­
ca tion a l m ateria l, but a lack  of a more generous response to  C h rist's  c a l l ,  or a lack  
of understanding what th is  whole business is  a l l  about.

Why lack  of response? One reason might bo ignorance--ignojance of the tremendous
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nc;d fo r  re lig io u s  vocations not only from among young men but young women too . r e l i ­
gious communities of women must have mom candidates i f  they hope over adequately to  
maet demand, made upon them fo r  s ta ff in g  h osp ita ls  and expanding parochial school 
programs, . (To be continued,)
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