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One Billion Two Fundred Million Heathens!

Thursday's Bulletin regularly deals with states of life--dedicated sgingle life, mar-
riage, relifious Life and priesthood. One of these three you must chooss., FRegardless
of ‘which 18 chosen, Chriet'sm "eall'; "Be ye perfect as your heavenly father 1ls perfect”
st1ll holds true.

Tn the present order of divine Providence evexy one of you is either in the state of
grace or in the state of mortal gin. In other words, you are elthser turned toward

God, your supernatural end, or tumsd away from BEim. All are callsd to thie supernatu-
~ral end, which conslgts in the Beatlflc Vision of CGod and the love which results

from that vision., It is for this end you were created, and it ls toward thls same end
you are led by Christ Who, after the fall of Adam, offsred Himself asm a victim for
your galvatlon,

When you live in the state of grace, eternal 1i1fe in you hag already begun. There l&
no radical differsnce botween the sanctifylng grace you now possess and the eternal
11fe which will be yours after death. Without sanctlfying grace thers can bse nothing
but eternal death, but thle death is not death in the absolute sense. You will live,
you, but only in the sheer saxistence of everlastingly prolonged, unending punishment
of the deadly hell of the d&mmad. | |

Getting back to our subject matt@r~*ﬁﬁ£KE$L&I®ﬁ'TWO«’EJ@EHEdMIEIIiﬁ‘HE%TEE&x. That 's
a rough estimate of the number of pagan souls in the world to be brought to the feet
of Christ., BStatistics from foreign misslons inform ue aporoximately 21,000 priests
are among the misslonayy personnsl, ZEach mlsslonayy, therefors, has a gquota of 57,000
non-Christiang to convert.

In our own counbry 70,000,000 Amerlcans live outelde all church affiliationa. C(ver
1000 ¢ountles throughout our land have no resident Catholic priest. Rural sectlions
are the most lnadequately served. Of the 13,000,000 negroes only 300,000 are converts.

So the Catholic Church in America faces the tremendous task of meeblng demands o
gupply personnel for preaching and teaching the Word of God, for ajmlnistering the
gaeraments, conducting schools, expanding the Church at home and abrozd,

The late war drastically curtailed the plentiful esupply of prissts and relipious from
the contlnent of Burope, That le but one added reason why the vocational burden on
the Unlted States hag been doubled, even triplsd,

In splto of the influx of additional recrults into monssterles, seminariss and con-
vents in recent yearsg, the sunply 1= gblll far «bort. Many, many mors ars needed.
Apvsaleg from pulnit, press and radlo have fallen in many caﬂae uron ears that hear
not. ITg American generosity dying »ut? ot on your lifs! The last war proved there
1s a basic herolam in the hearst of fmeriean youth. EShow them whers they are needed
and what ig to be done--they will go, cost what it may. There in no sho-tage of vo-
catlonal materlal, but a lack of a more genevous response to Christ's call, or a lack
of understanding what thls whole buginenss ig all abpub,

Why lack of remponge? One renson mlght bo lgnorance--ignorance of the tremendous

nﬁ@d for religions vocations not only Trom among young maen but young womsu boo., Teli-
glous communltles of women must have more candidates if they hope ever adequateoly to
maet demands made upon tham for etaffing hosplitals and expanding parochial school
programg, (To ba continucd,)

Prayerg: (dereased) fathsr ef Hanry'”omﬁa, ax~'52; Ath anniversary--fathor of V.Coon-
ay Alu). Ill: gr'mothsr of D, Schaefer; mother of Stephen Boasell (How) Serlously
IlLl: Brother-in-law of Sister Tetronilla €,8.0.;7 Spes, Int's. B |




