
I l l :  b ro th e r  of Ed. Noonan U n iv e rs ity  of Notre Dame Mooting to n l te  117 M. B ldg.
(Cav) mother of Tom Boomer Religious B u lle t in  a t  6:^5 f o r  s tuden ts  in to r e s -
( Cav. ) .  January 9, 1950 tod In Borne P ilg rim ag e .

He K illed  Maria Because.........

. . .  .aho would not g ive  in  to  h is  impure demands. But on June 11, 1950, B lessed  Maria 
G o ro tt i ,  V irg in  and M artyr, w i l l  be canonized a s a in t .

Maria was bom  in  a l i t t l e  v i l la g e  southof Borne, from poor but deeply C h r is t ia n  p a r ­
e n ts .  When she was no t ye t tw elve, an 18-yaar old neighbor, Alexander Serene H i ,  
t r i e d  to  seduce h e r .  She re fu sed .

On Ju ly  5, 1902, when she was alone in  h e r  sm all homo, Alexander t r i e d  to  fo rc e  h e r  
to  submit—th i s  time he ca rr ied  a dagger. Exasperated by h e r  re s is ta n c e ,  he plunged 
th e  dagger in to  h e r  b r e a s t .  Her l a s t  words were of forgiveness f o r  h e r  murder.

Alexander was sentenced to  30 years in  p r iso n  whore he repen ted . A fter se rv in g  h is  
tim e, he en tered  the  re l ig io u s  l i f e ,  and, to g e th e r  w ith M aria 's  own mother, b ro th e r  
and two s i s t e r s ,  w itnessed  the process of h is  v ic t im 's  b e a t i f i c a t io n .

What The Holy F a ther Said About Her.

A f te r  c o n g ra tu la tin g  the  mother f o r  the "incomparable happiness of having seen h e r
own daughter e lev a ted  t o  the g lo ry  of the a l t a r s , "  he added th a t  Maria i s  the  mature
f r u i t  of a C h r is t ia n  home with i t s  old, simple method of education , "of a  home where
one p ray s , where the  c h ild re n  are  brought up in  the f e a r  of God, in  obedience t o  t h e i r
p a re n ts ,  in  tho love of t r u th  and s e l f - r e s p e c t ;  accustomed to  be s a t i s f ie d  w ith  l i t t l e
and to  give a h e lp in g  h a n d . ...........

"How g re a t  i s  the e r r o r  of those who consider v i r g in i ty  as an e f f e c t  of ignorance and 
ingeniousness of l i t t l e  souls w ithout p ass io n , w ithout ardour, w ithout ex p erien ce . . .  
..How can he who has surrendered  w ithout s tru g g le  imagine what s tren g th  i t  re q u ire s  
to  dominate, w ithou t a moment of weakness, the s e c re t  s t i r r in g s  and urgings of the 
eonsos and the  h e a r t  which adolescence awakens in  our f a l l e n  n a tu re? to  r e s i s t ,  
w ithou t a s in g le  compromise, the  thousand l i t t l e  c u r io s i t ie s  which impel one to  see , 
to  l i s t e n . . . » t o  f e e l ,  and thus b rin g  the l ip s  to  the in to x ic a t in g  cup; and in h a le
th e  deadly perfume of the  flow er of e v i l ? ...........

"Our Beata (Maria) was a s trong  sou l. She knew and understood. That i s  p r e c is e ly  why
sho p re fe r re d  to  d i e  Though s t i l l  young, she a lready  gave signs of the in te n s i ty
and dopth of h e r  love f o r  the d iv ine  Redeemer "

"Woe To The World Because Of Scandals I"
-i—r — i n . i r .  T ' - i u  ..nmim i m w . n u i i i ,  ....... - n i n

In  tho so words tho Holy F a th e r  denounces modern immorality and c a l l s  upon C a th o lics  to  
r e a c t  b o ld ly . 'Woe to  those who consciously  and d e l ib e ra te ly  co rrup t souls by the 
novel, nowspapor, p e r io d ic a l ,  th e a te r ,  f i lm , immodest fa s h io n ! . . .  .Woo to  those 
f a th e r s  and mothers who through lack  of energy and prudence, give in  to  every caprice  
of t h e i r  sons and daug h ters , and renounce th a t  p a te rn a l  and m atom al a u th o r i ty  which 
fe liico a roi l e c t io n  of tho d ivine m ajesty I But woe a lso  to  so many C h ris tian s  in 
name and appearance, who, i f  only they wanted, could r is e  a g a in s t  the e v i l  and would 
bo supported by leg io n s  of right-minded persons ready to  f i g h t ............."

Tho Holy F a th e r  then  explained th a t  tho ch ie f  reason why Maria has won the h e a r t  of
Christendom ia  th a t  sho sealed  w ith  h e r  own blood h e r  lovo of C h ris t and h e r  f i d e l i t y  
j^2_tho^pmnandmont of God. Bios sod Maria G o rc tti  i s  tho modern S t .  A^nos.
2ZSJP* ? ; (deceased) grandmother of Tom S u llivan  (Cav); mother of George Hoimol (Mor); 
uncle of Joe Bolions (By); g randfa ther of P o to r P a lug lio  (F ar); f r ie n d  of F a th e r  Cam­
p io n , C .P .; f a th e r  of Bob Moyer (A l); Charlos G r if f in ;  f a th e r  of James Carey (o -C ); 
Frank P. Hayos; G rand fa ther of W. (Ly) and H. (0-C) Burko. I l l  s i s t e r  of P. P a lu g lio ;  
Jco Gaiiz (Cor); appendectomies Vic E iloy and Jim Flood (F a r) . S pec ia l I n te n t io n s —8.


