
nwvATTnty Noure Dajns bumlay Sermon T2u OHGHCii & 
Eeligloua B u lle t in  STATE 7 & 9 ' Fr.Jos.Kehoe; 8,
February 10, 1950 10;10 & 11:10: Fr.Frank

Cavanaugh.
Sneaking Of The Blague

Leonard Lyons, the noted columnist, has th is  t o  say about d ir ty  s to r i e s :
"The mystery of how risque s to r ie s  o rig ina te  and spread always has 
puzzled s to ry  t e l l e r s .  Seven of them, members of the exclusive 
Bath Club in  London, discussed th is  mystery and decided to  t e s t  i t .
The group made up a s to ry  and the seven men agreed th a t each was to
t e l l  the sto ry  to  only one person, only one, and then  to  keep a 
record of how often and in  what varied versions each heard the story  
r e - to ld .  At the end of a week the seven men met again a t  the Bath 
Club. Their records showed th a t  .the s to ry  repeated to  only seven 
people o r ig in a lly , had come back to  them in  two hundred and seventy-, 
e igh t d if fe re n t  and lu r id  vers ions."

Wo mention here of course of the immoral p r in c ip le ,  and ju s t ify in g  the means, employed 
by the would-be m oralis ts  who made the above experiment. Won is  there mention o„ the 
scandal involved; no theologiz ing  on the g rav ity  of the s in . There are a number of 
moral questions involved.

1. Is I t  a Grave Sin to  T e ll  D irty S tories?  Assuming th a t  the obscene, f i l t h y ,  g u tte r  
ta lk  tha t r id icu le s  the source of l i f e  and b e l i t t l e s  woman hood is  meant, the answer
is  an emphatic YES! There i s  nothing more dangerous to  innocent bystanders than the 
ro tten  s to ry  or gu tte r-type  sex d iscussion . I t  is  possib le  to  spank in b jocose manner 
about cheating or robbery or gossip or murder or any o th er vice without exposing the 
l i s te n e r  to  grave s in .  But the s m e l le r - te l le r  can os ju s t  as much a betrayer of woman­
hood as the seducer because he i s  ju s t  as apt to  rob a l i s t e n e r  of h is  or ner innocence 
as the person who propositions another. There are many mouse-minded Catholics who are 
always p ic tu rin g  to  th e i r  mind's eye Christ the Good Shepherd, or Christ promising the 
good th ie f  heaven fo r  h is  repentance. But i t  was the same Christ who displayed r ig h t ­
eous anger and u tte red  t e r r ib le  imprecations aga inst tha g iver of scandal, e sp ec ia lly  
the person w ith the d i r ty  mind and d i r t i e r  tongue: "He th a t  scandalizes one of these 
. . . i t  were b e t te r  were a m illstone hanged about h is  neck, and th a t  he be drowned in  
the depth of the sea ....w oe  to  the world because of scandals '■.. .Woe to  th a t  man by 
whom the scandal cometh." (Matt. XVIII).

2. Is I t  A Grave Sin To L isten  To D irty  S to rie s?  I f  the  l i s te n e r  takes d e lib e ra te  
and voluntary pleasure in  the s i tu a t io n ,  and i f  the s to ry  or conversation is  de .facto  
obscene, the answer again i s  an emphatic YES I

I f  a person cannot r.-novo I J.nso.-.Y from thd occasion (a necessary occasion of s in ) ,  
and i f  ho takes no d e lib e ra te  pleasure from the converoation, thoro is  no s in  a t - a l l ,  
providing tha l i s te n e r  makes effo r t to  rof.uce the proximity uf s in  to  a remote p o sa ib il  
i t y  by prayer or some o ther form of d is t r a c t io n .

I f  the l ia to n o r , out of a motive of human reepoct, o r out of cu r io s ity , does not 
leave the scene when ha can do so, he commits ven ia l s in .

5. ¥hat Means May One Employ To Cure The S m eller-T aller.
a) Give the e m e lie r - te l le r  the lake trea tm en t.
b) T a ll  him th a t  h is  ta le  would be nice to  repeat to  his mother the next

time ho goes home.
c) Ask him if  h is e i s t e r  or mother to ld  him tha t one'.
d) Got the roat of the gang in  your h a l l  to  giro him the deep-freezo—stay  from

him!
e) Punch him in  the nose—the PD and PE dopta. w i l l  always back you up on such 
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