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Speaking Of The Rlsgue

Teonard Lyons, the noted columnist, has this to say about dirty storles:
“The mystery of how risque storles originate and gpread always has
puzzled story tellers. Seven of them, memberg of the excluslve
Bath Club in London, discugsed thls mystery and declded to test 1t.
The group made up a story and the seven men agreed that each was to
tell the etory to only one person, only one, and then to keep a
racord of how often and in what varled versions each heard the gtory
re-told. At the end of a weok the seven men meb agaln at the Bath
Club. Their records showed that .the story repeated to only seven
peopls originally, had come back to them in two hundred and ssventy-
oight different and lurid versions."

7o montion hers of courss of the immoral principle, and justifying the means, emoloyad
by the would-be moralists who made the above experiment. Ier is thers mentlon of the
gcandal involved; no theologlzing on the gravity of the sin, There are a numbaor of
morzl quegtions involved.

1. Is It a Grave Sin to Tell Dirty Storles? Assuming that the obscens, filthy, gutter
falk that tidlcules the source of llfe and belittles women hood 1s meant, the answer

ig an emphatlc YES! There ls nothing more dangerous to innocent bystandsrs than the
rotton story or gutter-type sex discusslon. It 1s pogaible to spork in a Jocoss manner
about cheating or robbory or gossip or murder or any other vice without exposing the
ligtener to grave sin. But the smeller-teller can bz just as much 2 betrayer of woman-
hood ag the sgeducer becauge hse 1g Jjust as apt Lo rob a listensr of his or her innocencs
as the person who propositions another. There are many mouse-ninded Cathollce who are
always plcturing to their mind's eye Christ the Good Shepherd, or Christ promiglng the
good thief heaven for his repentance. But 1t was the same Christ who displayed right-
soug anger and uttered terrible Imprecations against ths giver of scandal, sgpeclally
the person with the dirty mind and dlrtier tongue: "He that scandalizes one of these
...1%t were better were a millstons hanged about his neck, and thet he be drowned in

the depth of The 86a&....w0e to the world because of scanlals'...Woe to that man by
whom the scandal cometh,' (Matt. XVIII). o T |

2, Is It A Grave Sin To Listen To Dirty Storles? If the llstener takes dellberate
and volunt.ry pieasurs in the situation, and 1f the story or conversation is de Tacto
obs~ene, the ansvwsr adalin ls an emphatic YES.

2F a porgon eaanct »omove Limgosd from tho occaslon {& necossary occaglon of gin),
and 1f ho Hakes no doliberate pleasuro frog the conversation, thers is nc gin ab.all,
rroviding tho llstoner nakes efforc to racuce tho proximity of sin to a romote posglibil-
ity by praysr or somc other form of dlstractlicn.

If tho iistonor, oub of a motlve of huwman respoct, or out of curlosity, does not
1ea7e the gcens when ho can do so, he commits venlal gin,

5. VWhat Means May One Employ To Cure The Smeller-Taller,
a) Glve the smellsr-teller the lake treatment.
b) Tell him that his tale would be nice to reweat to hig mothor the next
time ho goog home,
~) Ask him if hio sister or moths» told him that onal
d) Cot the rast of the gang in your hall to £live bhim the desp-froozeo--stay from
him}
a) Punch him in the nogs--the FD and PE doptes. wlil always back you up on guch
coooalong!
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