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NOGUTZKY GETS THE LOWDOWN
IV

Ya know.Stooge, that was a funny thing the padre says to me the other night---on thils
vocatlon business, T mean, If ya got Wishbone, Backbone and Funnybone, Mac, says he
to me, then you're Just about on the way in, How about that Stooge! Nothin' about
the brains angle at all, at all! So I says te the padre, Pere, maybe ya think I got
birds in my asrial, dbut I Just don't get it--wishbone, backbone, funnybone--go what?
Ain't ye gotta have somethin' upstairs too?

"For the love of Pete, Mac,'" says he, "I'm assuming that everyone around hers--even
the mldwesterners and the men from Peoria---I'm agsuming that you all have some gray
matter up there or you just wouldn't be here or on any other campus. The pre-req~
uisite for a vocation, --- for any professional fleld, Mac, 18 at least averages in-
t21ligence. Now you take the ordinary studsnt around here---the English or Hlstory

or Math or Philosophy major, or the premedic or prelaw students---they all have some
natural talent for learning and for applylng themselves. Uness they're Just wilntering
here at Notre Dame, and that kind dossn't stay around after the plnkiss come out, nine
out of ten of the lads here have what 1t takes intéllectually to go on in the pro-
fegsional field, A fellow doesn't have to be an Elnstein or sleep between book-ends
to get a college degree. That gzoes for a vocation %o the priesthood too. The im-
portant thing is to start out with at least average Intelligencse. This intelligence
can be devaloped and trained by derious habits of study and intellectual curiosity
both of which are fostersd by the training in the geminary. It takes a love for learn-
Ing and a serlous outlook on study to crack the lLatin and Grsek and Philosophy and
Theology with which the semlnarian wrestles day after day. Bubt the routing of
geminary life, the regular house, the absence of distractions which is pecullar to

the sem-~--all of thls alds the student to dsvelop that thirst and love for knuwledge
which the Church demands in her priests, whathor they be Secular or Religlous."

And what about thils Wishbone angle, Padre, says I.

"I suppose, Mac," says hs, "it would be better te call that the CONYICTION angle.;
you gee it really l1sn't wilghbone because a fellow can wish to be a millionalre from
now. t11l breakfast and it won't make him a millionalre; so he too can wish to be a
doctor or banxer or teacher or prlest, but mere wishing won't get hlm there any mors
than merely wishing for happiness wlll bring happiness. An sarnest deslre, springing
not freom my smotions but from Intellect and will, hence something really deep and
gpiritual could be one of the gigns of a vocation., My desire might arlse from an
sarnest Intention to serve God or my neighbor in God's serice. Tt could stem from a
strong urge to assure myself of salvatlon, knowing that there is legs chance of succumb-
ing to temptation in the rsligious 1life or prissthood than otherwise. & fellow might
be wllling to leave home and family and frisnds and relatives with this intention in
mind, and, by ths way Mac, that's where the Backbone comes in too----MORAL COURAGE,

Tt takes that to make the 1Initial step, to break away from the world and at least give
the sominzry 2 try., The 1lifo of the semlnarian, of the religlous, of the priest is
not ea8y; 1t demande courangs a~nd patlence and sndurance and innumerabls other hard-
ghipg, but all of theso can and do add up te happiness when w2 realize that Christ
gaid to those firet priests: 'I WILL MAXE YOU FISHEFS OF MEN" f.e., He dldn't say
'7ou will mako yourselves fighers of men'---wagn't it St. Prul, Mac who said 'I can
do n1l things in Him who strengthonoth mel!'"

And how about the ZTunnybone business? says I.

"That just means a sense of humor, Mz2," says the padra. "Good humor is essential in
any profssslon---and by that I don't monn going around with a e1lly grin on your pung
or maklng yourgelf the Slmple Simon of the srowd. It 1a the ability to lonk at 11if
and lifu's problome in a4 ganoly humorous way, disrogarding the annoyancos that would
dlaturb our serenity of soul, or at loaot taking thoty prebloms with 2 prain of anlt
rathor than have them throw you out of proportion, The ability of rhuekle in tho
miﬁs? Bf life's perploxltlss 1s ono of the prorogntives of a good priost--and of a




