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Ya know .S tooge , t h a t  was a funny th in g  th e  padre says to  me th e  o th e r  n ig h t— on t h i s  
v o c a tio n  b u s in e s s ,  I  mean. I f  ya go t Wishbone, Backbone and Funnybone, Mac, says he 
t o  me, th en  you’re  j u s t  abou t on th e  way in ,  How about t h a t  Stooge I N o th in r about 
th e  b ra in s  ang le  a t  a l l ,  a t  a l l !  So I  says t*  the  p a d re , P e re ,  maybe ya t h in k  I  got 
b i rd s  in  my a e r i a l ,  b u t I  j u s t  don’t  g e t  i t —wishbone, backbone, funnyb one—so what? 
A in ’t  ya g o t ta  have so m e th in ’ u p s t a i r s  too?

"For th e  love of P e te , M ac," says h e ,  " I ’m assum ing t h a t  everyone around h e r e —even 
th e  midwesterne%'s and th e  men from  P e o r l a — I  ’m assuming t h a t  you a l l  have a ome gray  
m a t te r  up th e r e  o r you j u s t  w ouldn’t  be here  o r  on any o th e r  campus. The p r e - r e q ­
u i s i t e  f o r  a v o c a t io n ,  —  f o r  any p r o f e s s io n a l  f i e l d ,  Mac, i s  a t  l e a s t  average  i n ­
t e l l i g e n c e  . Now you ta k e  th e  o rd in a ry  s tu d e n t  around h e r e — -th e  E n g lish  o r  H is to ry  
o r Math or P h ilo sophy  m ajo r, o r  th e  pretnedic o r  prelaw  s tu d e n t s —- th e y  a l l  have some 
n a t u r a l  t a l e n t  f o r  l e a r n in g  and f o r  a p p ly in g  th e m se lv e s . Uness t h e y ’re  j u s t  w in te r in g  
h e re  a t  Notre Dame, and t h a t  k ind d o e sn ’t  s ta y  around a f t e r  the  p in k ie s  come o u t, n ine 
out of te n  of th e  la d s  h e re  have what i t  ta k e s  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  t o  go on in  th e  p ro ­
f e s s i o n a l  f i e l d .  A fe l lo w  d o e s n ’t  have t o  be an E in s te in  o r  s le e p  between book-ends 
t o  g e t a c o lle g e  d e g re e . That goes f o r  a v o c a tio n  to  th e  p r ie s th o o d  to o .  The im- 
p o r ta n t  t h in g  i s  t o  s t a r t  out w ith  fit; l e a s t  average 1 n t e l l i g e n c e . T h is  i n te l l i g e n o e  
can be developed and t r a i n e d  by S e r io u s  h a b i t s  of s tu d y  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  c u r i o s i t y  
lboth o f whioh a re  f o s t e r e d  by th e  t r a i n i n g  "Lin th e  sem inary . I t  t a k e 8 a love  f o r  l e a m -  
in g  and a s e r io u s  o u tlo o k  on s tu d y  t o  c ra c k  th e  L a t in  and Greek and p h ilo so p h y  and 
Theology w ith  which th e  sem in a r ia n  w r e s t l e s  day a f t e r  day . But the  ro u t in g  of 
sem inary  l i f e ,  th e  r e g u la r  h o u se , th e  absence of d i s t r a c t i o n s  which i s  p e c u l i a r  t o  
th e  s e m - - - a l l  of t h i s  a id s  th e  s tu d e n t  t o  develop th a t  t h i r s t  and love  f o r  knowledge 
w hich th e  Church demands In  h e r  p r i e s t s ,  w h e th er th e y  be S e c u la r  o r  B e l ig lo u s ."

And what abou t t h i s  Wishbone a n g le ,  P a d re ,  says I .

" I  suppose, M ac," says h e , " i t  would be b e t t e r  t * ca 11 t h a t  th e  CODTIICTION a n g le . ;  
you see i t  re a  l l y  i s n  ’ t  w ish b  one be cause  a fe  How can w ish  1b o be a m i l l i o n a i r e  from 
now. t i l l  b re a k fa s t  and i t  won’t  make him  a m i l l io n a i r e  * so  he to o  can w ish  t o  be a 
d oc t  o r  o r  banker o r  ta a c h e  r  o r p r ie  s t ,  b u t  me re  w i s h in g  won ’ t  g e t  him th e  r e  any mors 
th a n  m erely  w ish in g  f o r  h ap p ln ess  w i l l  b r in g  h a p p in e sa . An e a rn e s t  d e s i r e , s p r in g in g  
n o t  from my omot ions b u t  from  in te  l l e c t  and w i l l ,  hence (3 ome th in g  r e a l l y  (108%) and 
s p i r i t u a l  <3ould be one of th e  s ig n s  o f a  v o o a tio n . My d e s i r e  might a r i s e  from fin 
e a r n e s t  i n t e n t i o n  t o  se rv e  God (Dir my n e ig h b o r  In  God ’s s e r i e s . I t  could  stem  from a 
s t r o n g  urge to  a s su re  m yse lf  of s a l v a t i o n , knowing t h a t  th e r e  i s  l e a s  chance o f  succumb­
in g  t o  te m p ta t io n  i n  th e  r e l i g io u s  l i f e  o r  p r ie s th o o d  th a n  o th e rw is e . A fe l lo w  m ight 
be w i l l i n g  t o  leav e  home and fa m ily  and f r i e n d s  and r o l a t i v e s  w ith  t h i s  i n t e n t i o n  in  
m ind, and, by the  way Ma c , t h a t  ’ s where th e  Backb one comes in  t  oo--  -  -MORAL COURAGE.
I t  ta k e s  t h a t  t o  make th e  i n i t i a l  s t e p ,  t o  b reak  away from the  world and a t  l e a s t  g ive  
th e  sem inary a t r y , The l i f e  o f th e  se m in a r ia n , of th e  re  l i g i  ous, o f th e  p r i e  e t  i s  
n o t  (3 s s y ;  i t  demand e c oura ge and p a t  i s  nee and endurance and innumerab I s  othe r  hard - 
s h i p s , bu t a l l  of th e  so can and (1 o add up t  o happlne ss when wo rea  l i  ze t h a t  C h r is t  
s a id  t  o th o se  f i r s t  p r i e  a t  s : ' I  WILL MAKE YOU" FISHEFS OF MEN" i . e , ,  He d ld n  ’ t  say
’you w i l l  make yourse Iv e s  f l s h o r s  o f  men ’ — wasn ’t  i t  S t , P a u l , Mac who s a id  ’ I  can 
do a 11 th in g s  in  Him who s t r e n g th e n o th  me! ’ "

And how about th e  Funnybone b u s in e s s?  says  I .

"That j u s t  means a sense  of humor, Mac, "  says th e  "padro. ''Good humor i s  e s s e n t l a  1 in  
any p ro fs  s s i  on--  -and by th a  t  I  d on ’ t  moan going a round w i t h  a s i  l l y  g r in  on your pus s 
o r  making yours o I f  th e  Simple S imon o f th e  c rowd. I t  l a  th e  ab 11 i t y  t  o 1 onk a t  1 i f  j 
and l i f e ’s probloms in  a s a n e ly  humorous way, d is ro g a rd in g  th e  annoyances t h a t  * ould 
d i s  tu r b  our se r e a l t y  o f (9 o u l ,  o r  a t  lo a s  t  ta k in g  those  prob loms w ith  n g in  i n  o f sa I t  
r a t h e r  th a n  havo them throw you out; of p ro p o r t  1 on, The a b i l i t y  of chuckle i n  th e
m id s t  of l i f e  ’s p o rp lo % it le s  i s  one of th e  p ro ro g n tiv o s  o f  a good p r i o s t —and of a
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