Tonight: Meetlng of all Univergity of Notre Dame
PITGRIMITES, 107 Main Bldg, Religlous Bulletin
7 o'clock February 28, 1950

"And A Little Child Shall Iead Them."

Dominlc Savio's Flrst Holy Communlon resolution was DEATH RATHER THAN SIN, When St.
John Bosco first met thls boy, he remarked, "You're good stuff, Dominlc. You can
make a fine garment for the Lord."

Dominic cheerfully replied, "I'm the stuff. You be the tallor. Take mo with you and
turn ms into a beautiful garmont for the Lord."

Dominic Savlo, the youngest boy confessor, willl be canonlzed a saint next Sunday, -
March 5,
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Maria Gorettl, 12-year old Virgin and Martyr, willl be cancnized June 25. Like Dom-
Inic she made promises at hor Flrst Holy Communion:

Never to congent to a sin of impurity;

To be devoted to our lady of Sorrows;

To say three Hall Marys morning and night to obtain
the grace never to deflle her soul by sin.
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The followlng nccount of the heroic defsnce of her chastlty ls taken from the pam-
phlet BLOOD-STAINED LILY by Alfred MacAonastalr, C.P.

Alexander mounted the stalrs and called Marla to come to him. She refused.
Then hls brutel pzssions broke with violence. He demanded that she sin or
dle. Marin saw the knife in his hand and crled out, "No, no, it is a sin.
God doos not want 1t. You will go to hell, Alexander."

He threw her to the floor, demanding =again and again that she surrender.
Her clear answer was decislve, NO, NO!....The chaste girl put up a heroic
filght, purity struggled fiercely against impurity....Once more he demanded
surrender. Once mors ghe refused. The knife roge and fell, plunged to
the hilt in her trembling body. Again and again, fourteen times, it buried
Itself in her quivering flesh...,.He left Marla weltering in her blood...
The following day this beautiful, twelve-year-old glrl died.

Stlll consclous and gasping for breath Marla was asgked if she forgave her
killer. Without hesitation she answered: '"For the love of Jesus, I forgive

him. My God, plsase forglve him! I want him wlth me in paradise like the
rapentant thiaf."
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Our age needs s2ints like Dominic and Maria. For ours ig an age of carnality, of
angy surrender to pleasurcs of the flosh....DEATH RATHER THAN SIN! God offers thig
srace to young and old under the stress of sevore temptation. What sharp contrast
batwoan thoge gaintly younast-rs who prefarrad death rather than offend God gravely
“nt tho complaignnt, esxy agsurance of tho modorn gigolo who brazenly boasts of im-
moral 2xplolits, indocont reading, suggestive pin-ups dofiling hils room.

Hna moral collapas alrendy begun? St. Thomas Aquinas brings oubt clearly the in-
oitnble nfforts of lust: "The higher powors, namely the rnason and th~ will, are
nost rlevously disordured by luat. (This rosults in progrossive) blindness of the
mind.....ranhknoes, ., cthoughtlusaness.. . .lnconstancy. .. shatrod of God..,.and despair
of 2 fubura world."

Pregare: (loeoaged) father of frt Curran (-C); mothor of Father Ziska, 0.5.B.;

My Tewlosg; Michasl Mordagano; Mr, William Cogtellinl '22. ILL: (Opsrations)
6lstor of' Fav. Thomas Kelly, © 5.C., Fobert Bachner (How); ILL: aunt of Joseph McCabe
(O~0:) :mothar of Bill Haslsy (0-); mother of Frank Maley (How); friend of H, Duluio,
grevdfathsr of Fobt., Crump (Til),




