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"And A L i t t le  Child S hall Lead Them."

Dominic Savio 's F i r s t  Holy Communion reso lu tio n  was DEATH BATHED THAN SIN, When S t ,  
John Bosco f i r s t  met th is  boy, he remarked, "You're good s tu f f ,  Dominic. You can 
make a fine  garment fo r  the Lord."

Dominic cheerfu lly  rep lied , "I'm the s tu f f .  You be the t a i l o r .  Take me with you and 
tu rn  me in to  a b eau tifu l garment fo r  the Lord,"

Dominic Savio, the youngest boy confessor, w i l l  be canonized a sa in t next Sunday, ■ 
March 5,

Maria G ore tti, 12-year old V irgin  and Martyr, w i l l  be canonized June 25. Like Dom­
in ic  she made promises a t  hor F i r s t  Holy Communion:

1, Never to  consent to  a s in  of impurity;
2, To be devoted to  our Lady of Sorrows;
3, To say throe H ail Marys morning and night to  obtain 

the grace never to  d e f ile  her soul by s in .

The following account of the heroic defence of her c h a s ti ty  is  taken from the pam­
ph le t BLOOD-STAINED LILY by Alfred MacAometair, C.P.

Alexander mounted the s t a i r s  and called  Maria to  come to  him. She refused .
Then his b ru ta l  passions broke with v io lence, He demanded th a t  she s in  or 
d ie , Maria saw the kn ife  in  h is  hand and cried out, "No, no, i t  i s  a s in .
God doos not want i t .  You w il l  go to  h e l l ,  A lexander,"

He threw h er to  the f lo o r ,  demanding again and again th a t  she surrender.
Her c lea r  answer was dec is ive , NO, NO!....The chaste g i r l  put up a heroic 
f ig h t ,  p u rity  struggled f ie rc e ly  against im p u rity .. . .Once more he demanded 
surrender. Once more she refused. The knife rose and f e l l ,  plunged to
the h i l t  in  her trem bling body. Again and again , fourteen times, i t  buried
i t s e l f  in  h er quivering f l e s h . . . ..He l e f t  Maria w eltering  in  her b lo o d .. .
The following day th is  b e a u tifu l ,  tw elve-year-old g i r l  d ied .

S t i l l  conscious and gasping fo r  breath  Maria was asked i f  she forgave her 
k i l l e r .  Without h e s i ta t io n  she answered: "For the love of Jesus, I  forgive
him. My God, please forgive him! I  want him with me in  paradise l ik e  the 
repentant t h i e f . "

Our ago needs sa in ts  like  Dominic and Maria. For ours is  an age of c a rn a li ty , of
easy surrender to  pleasures of the f l e s h  DEATH BATHEP THAN SIN! God offers th is
grace to  young and old under the s t re s s  of severe tem ptation. What sharp contrast 
between theso sa in tly  youngsters who preferred  death ra th e r  than offond God gravely 
"nd the complaisant, sexy assurance of tho modern gigolo who brazenly boasts of im­
moral ex p lo its , indecent reading, suggestive pin-ups d e f i l in g  h is  room.

Has moral collapse already begun? S t. Thomas Aquinas brings out c le a r ly  the in-
o-ItablQ e ffec ts  of lu s t ;  "The higher powers, namely the reason and the w il l ,  are
most grievously disordered by lu s t .  (This re su lts  in  progressive) blindness of the 
m ind.. . . . ranhnesa, . . . th o u g h tle ssn ess ., . .in co n s tan cy .. . .hatred of God.. . .and despair 
of a fu tu re  world."
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