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Heads Up, Beniora I

I f  you a re  going to  make a genera l confession  k ind ly  do not w a it u n t i l  Commencement 
ceremonies begin# Take care o f t h i s  m a tte r  before June 3# Ask any p r i e s t  on the  
campus to  h ea r your co n fession  o r come to  B illo n  o r  Cavanaugh during  chapel hours #
* « * Holy Communion w i l l  be d is tr ib u te d  Commencement Sunday f o r  g rad u a tin g  sen io rs  
in  B il lo n  chapel between 7 and 8 o ’clock* For the b e n e f it  of v i s i t o r s ,  Masses in  
Sacred H eart Church a re  re g u la r ,

Heads 13%). MacDuff!
m m  iw .^ 1  , , n,

N otre Dame marches forw ard on the  f e e t  o f h e r  alumni and s tu d e n ts • Her In fluence  
w i l l  sp read , and the  w elfa re  of the  Church w i l l  he enhanced, i f  you continue to  be 
N otre Dame men. The C atho lic  Church today stands in  d ire  need of an educated l a i t y  
who know th e i r  f a i t h  and p ra c tic e  i t  w ith  a punch.

The prim ary  fu n c tio n  of the  H ierarchy  i s  t o  spread the  Kingdom of God and re s to re  a l l  
th in g s  in  C h r is t .  By s p e c ia l  mandate from the  Holy See you a re  c a lle d  to  cooperate 
in  t h i s  a p o s to la te  and to  share  i t s  burden of b rin g in g  th e  t r u th s  of th e  Gospel to  
s o c ie ty  so re ly  in  need o f C h r is t ia n iz a t io n .

There a re  70,000,000 non-Church-goers in  the  United S ta te s  today . You w i l l  n a tu ra l ly  
come in  s o c ia l  con tac t w ith  many of them. The non-C atholic and th e  good pagan w i l l  
o rd in a r i ly  in q u ire  from h is  C atho lic  neighbor — who goes to  Notre Dame, o r who g rad ­
uated  from Notre Dame — f o r  in fo rm ation  on p o in ts  of C atho lic  d o c tr in e . He w i l l  
a sk  him (and w i l l  expect the  c o rre c t answer) to  exp la in  the Church's p o s i t io n  on 
s o c ia l  problems and on con troverted  is s u e s .

I f  you a re  not d is tin g u ish e d  by your C atholicism , i f  you are  no d i f f e r e n t  in  know­
ledge -co n ten t and conduct from uneducated C a th o lic s , non-C atholic in q u ire rs  o r 
s o c ia l  acquain tances—th en  you w i l l  have f a i le d  m iserab ly  in  your duty as an educated 
C a th o lic , as one signed w ith  th e  s e a l  of Confirm ation to  p ro fess  h is  f a i t h  m i l i ta n t ly ,  
i n t e l l i g e n t ly ,  w ithou t f e a r ,  w ithou t compromise, w ithou t appeasement.

B arely  w i l l  your non-C atholic  f r ie n d  "go to  a p r i e s t . "  A normal shyness o r  t im id i ty  
ho lds him in  check. But i f  h is  Inqu iry  goes unanswered, he may go no f a r th e r .  Then 
you have lo s t  a p o ss ib le  con v ert, because you did not d i r e c t  him to  th e  t r u th .

Your C atho lic  education  gives you a r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  you can no t s h irk  w ithou t f a u l t  
and blam e, You have p e rso n a l o b lig a tio n s , i t  Is  t r u e ,  to  grow up in  the  love of God, 
acq u ire  more and more v i r tu e ,  h a te  s in  as the  g re a te s t  tragedy  in  the  w orld , l iv e  
h a b i tu a l ly  in  th e  s ta te  o f g race , f o s te r  communion w ith  God by p ray e r, n o u rish  your 
so u l w ith  the Body and Blood of C h ris t — bu t you have received  much th a t  you may 
give much. C h ris t in  H is Parable  of the  T a len ts  condemned the  u n fa i th fu l  s e rv a n t, 
who b u ried  h is  two t a l e n t s ,  f o r  no t producing an in c re a se ,

One f a t a l  s p i r i tu a l  malady to  be fought a g a in s t r e s o lu te ly  i s  s lo th  — th e  v o lun ta ry  
and cu lpab le  repugnance to  work, to  e f f o r t ,  and consequently  s tro n g  tendency to  
id le n e s s , or a t  l e a s t  t o  n eg lec t of d u ty . When th i s  id len ess  a f f e c ts  the  accom plish­
ment of re lig io u s  o b lig a tio n s , i t  i s  c a lle d  s p i r i tu a l  s lo th .  , .When th i s  type of 
s lo th  becomes m alignant to  such an e x ten t as to  produce vo lun tary  d isg u s t f o r  s p i r ­
i t u a l  growth of any s o r t  — because i t  demands too  much e f f o r t  and s o I f -d is c ip l in e  — 
th e  burden of fo llow ing  C h ris t becomes alm ost im possib le .

This deadly  s p i r i t u a l  to rp o r  must be r e s i s t e d , Pray f o r  g re a t f a i th ,  enthusiasm  and 
g e n e ro s ity  in  the  love and se rv ice  of God. D aily  s a c r i f ic e s ,  to o , re s to re  v ig o r and 
tone to  your C atholicism  which must become a r t i c u la te  in  o rder to  spread i t s  f a i t h  
by in te l l ig e n t  word and good example.


