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It Made All The Difference In The World To Father Sorin . . .

» » » What was put flrst and what last, In modern times secularism segrsgates polit-
loal, economic and soclal 1life from God. This secularism, a polite word for paganiem,
has Infiltrated Cathoelic renks. We Catholice are tempted to do as the vast mumbers
of men around us do, We tend to adopt a way of living that places first things last
and lagt things firgt. It 1s not so much "Seek ys first the Kinglom of God and his
Justice, and all these things shall be glven you besides" that strongly dominates our
lives, as SEEK YE FIFST ALL THESE OTHER THINGS AND THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND HIS JUSTICE
WILL BE GIVEN TO YOU BESIDES,

It 18 only by fully understanding what must coms first that we fully understand what
must come sscond. We live our falth when we put firvet things flrst., Followers of
Christ cannot look upon life with the eyes of secularists, or solve personal and
domestic problems as naturalistse, or live thelr social life as pagans.

There must be a difference and a daringness to be different. We Catholics must see
things In a revealsd and different 1light. It 18 not the light of reason alone, but
the llght of reason gulded by faith in the Light of the World. We are not to live
our lives conflned in classrooms according to classroom answers to the Catechism but
outslde classrooms in our homes, businesses, professions.

Our way of 1ife 18 based on theology and on the revealed Word of God. The key to
this 1§ the fact that God, and God alons, 18 our last end; that Christ 1s the revel-
atlon of God to man; that Chrlst must be accepted in Hls totality, in His Incarna-
tion and Redemption, in His suffering and dsath as in His Resurrection and glory.

It 18 Christ Who teaches ue what must be put first, Filret things first--the Kingdom
of God and His Justics. He warns us that it will profit us nothing to gailn the
vwhole world If we logs our souls in the striving.

Catholic theology teaches us that f8 19 the attalnment of God through a transforma-
tion in Christ which will constitute our real success in 1life, that all other asuccesses
will Do futils. ' We pass through this world but onoce. Iet this passage not be in vain,

Father Fdward Sorin passed through this world but once, Notre Dams today is the liv-
ing memorisl of that passage. He was dlrected here by indomitable failth in an ideal
that hs knew would appeal to young minde and hearts, He plotted hle course by the
light of two gtarg«~the Star of the Sea and the Morning Star. Out of the dawn and out
Of the doep forvmte of Indiana he built a university, dedicated to the Mother of God,
¥hore young men woull gather as chlldven around their mother, to pray and learn to
put Tiret things first: to love Gok above all ‘thinge, and Mary, thoir Mother, above
all ervated things,

Father Sorin knew what devotion to Mary had done for men down the Christian centur-
les., He kneow that 1f young mon are taught to love God's Mothor they will never be-
tray hor Son. He knew Mary would traneform them by a Christ~like transformatiom, |
bocause ghs understood the beautiful ascetlcism, the travaill, of this transformation.
Had sho not mothered the Incarnation?

Fathor Sorin's falth in Mary was justified, Tho presence of 45,100 students, over
15,000 alumni, and millions Of dovoted followers of Notro Dame la the ansewer,

Offor Holy Communion tomorrow in thankegiving for Notre Dems, Beg for the grace te
be worthy of Notre Deme and that Notre Dams may always be worthy of you.

Solomn High Mars tomorrow in the churech, with sexmon by Father Miltnar, at 9:00, You
are Invited to attend this Mase. Express public thankeglving to God and Mary for
Fathexr Sorin aad Notre Dame,



