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October 17, 1950

Parable F o r S en io rs . . . .  Prophesy For freshm en.
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"A c e r ta in  man had a  f i g  t r e e  p la n te d  In  h i s  v ineyard ; and be came seek ing  
f r u i t  th e reo n , and found none, And he s a id  to  the  v in e -d re s s e r , ’Behold, 
f o r  th re e  years now I  have come seek ing  f r u i t  on th i s  f i g  t r e e ,  and I  f in d  
none. Cut i t  down, th e re fo re ; *by does i t  S t i l l  encumber th e  ground?*

"But he answered him and s a id , ’S i r ,  l e t  i t  a lone  th i s  y ea r to o , t i l l  I  d ig  
around i t  and manure i t ,  Perhaps i t  may b e a r  f r u i t ;  and i f  n o t ,  then  a f t e r ­
wards thou s h a l t  o u t i t  down,’ " —Luke; 13, 6 -9 .

Three y e a rs  a t  Notre Darnel Three y ears  exposed to  a  sacram ental environm ent th e  l ik e  
o f  which w i l l  be found no p lace  in  th e  w orld , where confessions a re  h ea rd  morning and 
evening in  h a l l  chapels (seven hours a  day in  Cavanaugh, ten  hours a  day  in  D illo n ) ;  
where the Holy S a c r if ic e  d a i ly  transform s a l t a r s  in to  A lta rs  o f  th e  C ross; where Holy 
Communion i s  d is t r ib u te d  mornings t i l l  noon; where C h ris t l iv e s  in  th e  B lessed  
Sacrament as  t r u ly  as  each s tu d e n t l iv e s  in  h is  h a l l ;  where th e  R ecording Angel e n te rs  
in  your Book o f  L ife  every  r e je c t io n  a s  w e ll a s  each acceptance o f  d iv in e  g race ; where 
devotion f o r  th e  Mother o f  God i s  second only  t o  devotion f o r  h e r  .d iv ine  Son "Behold, 
■for th re e  y& tor how I  h a te  some seek in g  f r u i t • on- th le r  f i g  t r e e ,  and I  f in d  none ■». . . 
Why does i t .  s t i l l  encumber the ground?"

"Let i t  a lone  th i s  y ea r . . » Perhaps i t  may b e a r  f r u i t . "  To how many se n io rs  t h i s  
p a rab le  a p p lie s  -  we s h a l l  s e e .

F rien d  Or F o e .

"He th a t  i s  n o t w ith  me i s  a g a in s t  m e," warned C h r is t .  The only way th e  D evil can drag 
us in to  h e l l  i s  to  make us commit a  m orta l s i n .  That i s  much more im portan t f o r  him 
than k i l l i n g  u s .  So expect to  be t r e a te d  n ic e ly  in  a  p h y s ic a l way, i f  such trea tm en t 
causes s p i r i t u a l  harm.

I f  d e lin q u en t s e n io rs , in  potency (freshm en) o r  in  a c t ,  heed C h r is t ’s adm onition, 
s to p  depending on th e i r  own n a tu ra l  a b i l i t i e s  and tu rn  t h e i r  s te p s  tow ard  C h r is t ,  they 
w i l l  begin  to  see  th a t  today’s  s tru g g le  i s  s ig n i f i c a n t .  This may be  a  tim e of g re a t  
t r i a l ,  when God s i f t s  the  ch aff from th e  w heat, b u t  our tim e i s  a ls o  one of g re a t  
o p p o rtu n ity . S t .  Raul to ld  u s , "Where s in  abounds, th e re  g race  more abounds."

T his i s  what th e  l a t e  C ard inal Subord has to  say : "The sa lv a tio n  o f th e  world w i l l  r e -
r e s u l t  from the presence o f  C h ris tia n s  in  i t .  Now, more than  in  any o th e r  p e rio d  in  
h is to ry ,  they  must f i r s t  become th e  moving fo rc e  o f  e x is t in g  in s t i t u t io n s  and th en  
fo re se e  and b r in g  about th e  improvements so so re ly  needed ."

C h ris t Doesn’t  Take Weekends.

That m ight be o f  some in te r e s t  to  the  Monday morning quarterbacks who know t h e i r  way 
around town b u t  who g e t  l o s t  a f t e r  morning check. Some even fo rg e t  to  p u t on t h e i r  
p an ts  and check in  in  fancy-look ing  b a th  ro b e s .

Need An Eye-Opener?

L ife , October 16, devotes a  s p e c ia l  is su e  to  th e  n a tio n ’s  ed u ca tio n a l dilemma. Mr.
H. S . Commager, whose e d i to r ia l  L ife  endorses, comments on th e  sad  f a c t  th a t  "$5 
b i l l i o n  f o r  education compares r a th e r  p o o rly  w ith  the  $8 b i l l i o n  sp en t on l iq u o r ."  You 
d o n 't  have to  be a co lleg e  se n io r  to  know l iq u o r  i s  abused. Freshmen f in d  ou t q u ick ly  
enough. For c e n tu rie s  th e  C atho lic  Church has tau g h t th a t  the  b e s t  form of l lq u o r -  
con tho l la  s e l f - c o n tr o l .  What do you th ink?
P ra y e rs : (111) se rio u s  b u t  no t c r i t i c a l ,  F a th e r  Thomas (Corby) Brennan, C .S .C .; John
Leonard was operated  f o r  a p p e n d ic it is ; F a th e r R obert Woodward's m other underwent a  
se rio u s  o p era tio n  th i s  morning; B ernard  MoSally Cb -P) s t i l l  h o s p i ta l iz e d . 1 Sp. I n t .


