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Did Prayer Ever Cure You?

Once in  a while we meet w ith a lo c a l  skeptic who pooh-poohs God's Providence and t e l l s  
us th a t  the  day of m iracles i s  p a s t ,  or with an i l l - in s t r u c te d  Catholic who gets so re  
a t  God because He doesn 't answer h is  prayers on the sp o t. For the  b e n e f it  of these  
ind iv iduals we quote a l e t t e r  from a recent graduate:

"Dear Father: Last Ju ly  you pledged the prayers of th e  Notre Dame community
fo r my recovery from a serious automobile acc iden t. I  am taking th is  oppor­
tu n ity  to  rep o rt my complete recovery . . .  As you remember I  f e l l  asleep a t 
the wheel and crashed in to  a p o le . My chances fo r  su rv iv a l were considered 
poor. In  th e  accident I  received the following in ju r ie s : broken r ig h t  arm,
paralyzed l e f t  arm, severe neck in ju ry  and worst of a l l  a damaged sp in a l cord.

"The doctors inform me th a t  they have no medical explanation  fo r my escape 
from death or fo r my escape from complete l ife tim e  p a ra ly s is . I  have one 
answer—and th a t i s  p rayer. I  am tremendously g ra te fu l to  you and th e  Notre 
Dame community for your p rayers. I  am so f u l ly  recovered now th a t  I  have 
been able to  resume my teaching d u tie s . . . . " —James K. D., 'I48.

Prayer And Self-Indulgence Like Oil And Water D on't Mix,
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God t e l l s  us to  seek f i r s t  the Kingdom of God. Since prayer i s  an e lev a tio n  of th e  
mind and h eart to  God, who i s  all-pow erful and a ll-p ro v id e n t, i t  im plies a s ta te  of 
dependence on God, of needing Him, of doing His w il l .  Self-indulgence, on the o ther 
hand, seeks s e l f  f i r s t ,  s e lf -w il l  not God's w il l .  I t  means doing what God does no t 
want us to  do, or not doing what He wants us to  do.

Simply and fundamentally, v ir tu e  i s  doing God's w il l ,  whereas s in  is  not doing i t .
A ll voluntary  actions m erit reward or punishment in  so fa r  as  they  f u l f i l l  or do not 
f u l f i l l  His w il l .

C hrist t e l l s  us to  deny ourselves, do penance. Self-indulgence is  the f a i lu r e  to
apply th is  s e lf -d is c ip lin e . I f  we p e ti t io n  God in  prayer, beg His help , there  must be
a w illingness on our p a r t  to  p rac tice  m o rtifica tio n s , ac ts of s e lf -d e n ia l .  Otherwise, 
our prayer lo ses i t s  effec tiveness by defau lt.

Make your no vena for examinations, beg God to  give th e  f a i th  to  your non-Catholic 
fa th e r  or mother, pray th a t  you w ill  marry a good Catholic g i r l —but back up your 
prayers with sa c rif ic e s  i f  you expect God to  s in g le  you out fo r  spec ia l a tte n tio n .
For example; r i s e  promptly for e a r ly  Mass , . . give alms to  a worthy cause , . . 
give up fooling  around when i t ' s  time to study , , , kneel a h a lf  hour in  adoration 
before the Blessed Sacrament . . . make a v i s i t  to the  Grotto when you d o n 't  fe e l l ik e  
i t  . . , cut out smoking during a novena . . , answer the h a ll  telephone.

Waiting For The L ight.

Almsgiving, Scrip ture t e l l s  us, i s  one way to atone fo r  s in . S t. Augustin in  the Of­
f ic e  fo r A ll Souls' Day po in ts out th a t  almsgiving helps the Poor Souls. "Nothing we 
do fo r  the beloved dead m atters to  them, except what we solemnly su p p lica te  fo r them 
through the  S acrifice  o f the A ltar, or through prayers and alm sgiving."

How much have you spent on yourself th i s  fa ll?  For shows? On tobacco? On dates?
On beer? On sin? You have your hidden virtues* of course* But Our Lord said  some­
th ing  about not hiding your l ig h t under a bushel. Put i t  on a cand lestick  where i t  
w ill  l ig h t  up the world. We wait  in  the  darkness-—to be enlightened, th a t  i s .
P rayers: (Deceased) mother o f John F linn , *30} Edward Duggan, '15; Ray Sharkey, '50; 
fa th e r-in -law  of B ill  Boone (O-C)j fa th e r  of John M artin; fa th e r  o f P rof. J ,F itzg e ra ld .


