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We Are Boaponsibla. . . . .

. . . , fo r  the words we ought to  have said and did no t; fo r  tho things we ought 
to  have done and did not do; fo r  the things we ought to  have uprooted and l e f t  grow: 
fo r  the th ings we ought to  have planted end did not p lan t —Cardinal P o le ,

Use th is  choice b i t  of sage advice In your weekly examination of conscience. Sins of 
omission often  a re  glossed over. Hot doing what God wants you to  do can be as s in iu l  
as doing what Be does not want you to  do. Take tho s in  of d e trac tio n : i f  a person 's  
charac ter is  maligned in  your presence do you say nothing in  h is  defence? I f  you 
neglect to  pray fo r  the poor Souls do you accuse yourself of d e re lic tio n  in  duty to  
your dead? You know your f a u l ts .  Are you doing nothing to  overcome them? Are 
you p lan ting  seeds of devotion fo r  C hrist in  the Eucharist? You w il l  be held respon­
s ib le  fo r  graces offered and then re jec te d .

On The Shortage Of Vocations.

The shortage i s  d ra s tic . As a vocation you may be un in terested  In the priesthood or 
the re lig io u s l i f e ,  but the day i s  not f a r  o ff when the shortage of vocations w i l l  a f ­
fe c t you one way or another,

To care fo r  our growing Catholic population there are not enough p r ie s ts  to  man add i­
t io n a l  p a rish es, not enough chaplains in  the aimed fo rces , not enough S is te r s  teach ­
ing in  the grades, not enough b ro thers conducting high schools, not enough m ission­
a r ie s  journeying to  fo reign  co u n tries . /> b i l l io n  heathens in  the world (not in c lu d ­
ing the ones around here) have not had the Gospel preached to  them.

You Have Thought Of The Priesthood?

Examination time may be inappropriate to  bring up the thought of the p riesthood . Any­
how, some years ago a Survey of the student body indicated  th a t  71# a t  one time or
another had thought of becoming p r ie s ts .

Another question was asked in  the same Survey: Why do students gire up the idea of
becoming p r ie s t s ? Of those who rep lied  24# had never en terta ined  the idea se rio u s ly . 
. . . 11# s t i l l  re tained  the id e a , , . ,14# gave i t  up because the world lured them.
. . . 10# gavo i t  up because they lacked a vocation. , . . 11# gave i t  up because
they f e l t  unfit,(w ho d o esn 't? ) . . , , 8# gavo i t  up bocause they  f e l t  unworthy, . .
% gavo i t  up because they d id n 't  lik e  i t ,  . . , % gave i t  up because they  outgrew 
i t .  , . . 3# gave i t  up because of g i r l s « ( . . 2# gave i t  up because of scandal. .
. , 1# gave i t  up because of f in a n c ia l reasons. . . 6# gave various o ther reasons.

The student try in g  to  decide h is  vocation noede the frien d ly  advice of an experienced
p r ie s t .  Another Survey showed th a t  boys wore re lu c tan t to  seek such ad v ice . Of the 
t o ta l  number who had thought about tho priesthood, 6o£ had never sought advice on th is  
important m atte r, Tho remaining 40# had asked or received without asking, a t  le a s t  
some advice on th e i r  vocation.

Free Advice.

I f  percentages taken in  former years hold true  today there are  many students who are 
debating the pros and cons. Regardless of what your vocation I s ,  p r ie s t ly  or n o t, 
say a prayor d a ily  fo r  tho proper choice of your s ta te  in  l i f e ,  rocolvo tho sacraments 
frequen tly , sook advice regu larly  from tho same p r ie s t .  a re lig io u s  vocation is
not a choice between something bad and something good, but between something pood and 
something b e t to r .  Don't f ig h t such a vocation unless you f ig h t  fo r  I t ,  The sa lv a tio n  
of a thousand souls may depond upon your docision.
Prayers: Professor Philip  Riley of tho language Department diod oarly Sunday morning.


