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We_Are Rogponsible. . . . .

. « . . for the words wo ought to have sald and dld not; for the thlngs we ought
to have dono and d1d not do; Tor the things we ougbt to heve uprooted and left grow;
for the things we ought to have planted and dld not plant --Cardinal Pols,

Use thils cholce bit of sage advice in your weekly examination of consclence. Sins of
omisgion offten are glossed ovar. Not doing what God wants you to do can be as sinful
as doing what He doss not want you to do, Take the sin of detraction: 1f a person's
character 18 maligned in your presence do you gay nothing in his defence? If you
neglact to pray for the Poor Souls do you accuse yourself of dereliction in duty to
your dead? You know your faults, Are you doing nothing to overcome them? Are

you planting geeds of devotion for Christ in the Bucharist? You will be held respon-
gsible for graces offered and then rejected.

On_The Shortage OF Vocatlons.

The shortage is drastic. As a vocation you may be uninterssted in the priesthood or
the religious 1ife, but the day i1 not far off when the shortage of vocatlons will af-
fect you one way or another,

To care for our growing Catholic population there are not enough prlests to man addi-
tional parishes, not enough chaplains in the armed forces, not enocugh Sisters teach-
ing in the grades, not enough brothers conducting high schoois, not enough mission-
aries journeying to foreign countries. 4 blllion heathens in the world (not includ-
ing the ones around hers) have not had the Gospel preached to them.

You Have Thought OFf The Priesthood?

Examination time may be inappropriate to bring up the thought of the prisgthood. Any-
how, some years ago a Survey of the student body indicated that 71% a8t one time or
another had thought of becoming priegts.

inother guestion was asked in the sams Survey: Why 4o students give up the idea of
becomine nriesta? Of those who replied PL%  had never entertainsd the idea seriously.
. . . 11% st1ll retained the idea. . . 1% gave It up because the world lured them.

. . . 10% gave 1t up because thay lacked a vocation. . . . 11% gave 1t up because
they felt unfit, (who doesn't?). . . . 8% gavo 1t up bocause they felt unworthy, . .
5¢ gave 1t up because they didn't like it. . , . 5% gave 1t up because they outgrew
1t + « . 3% gave 1t up because of glrls: . . . 2% gave 1t up because of gcandal, .

. . 1% gave 1t up bocause of financial roasoms. . . 6% gave varlous other roasons.

The student trying to declde his vocation nsaeds the friendly advice of an axperlenced
priest. #nother Survey showed that boys were roluctant to seek guch advics. Of the
total number who had thought about the priesthood, €0% had never sought advice on this
important matter. The remaining 40% had asked or receivad without agking, at loasgt
gome advice on thelr vocation,

Froo Advice.

If porcentages takon in formor yoars hold trus today thore are many gtudonts who aro
debating the pros and cons. Fogardlses of what your vocation ls, pricstly or not,

gay a prayor daily for the propor cholce of your stato in 11fa, mceolve the gacramonts
froquontly, seck advice regularly from thoe samo prlegt, . « . » roliglous vocation ig
not a choloe botwoon gomothing bad and somothing good, but betwson gomothing good and
gomothing bettor, Don't fight such a vocatlion unless you fight for 1t. Tho salvation
of a thousand souls may depond upon your doclsion,
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