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Are You In Debt To Your Parents?

Next Sunday is  the feast of the Holy Family. We suggest that a l l  of you receive Holy 
Communion fo r one another as members of the Notre Dame family, But what Is of greater 
Importance Is that you r e c e iv e  for your mothers and fa thers, brothers and s is te rs . Do 
your share to  keep bright In your own home the Christian ideals on which family life
must be based i f  i t  la to  survive the troubles that lurk ahead,

You owe a debt to  your parents, There are many ways in which you can reduce i t ,  by 
sending them presents with th e ir  money on th e ir  birthdays, by writing home fa ith fu lly  
each week, by Baking in te llig en t use of your educational and religious opportunities 
here a t Notre Dame, but none of them la  more effective than prayer on your knees and 
offering Mass and Holy Communion for them.

Most of you have had sp ir itu a l advantages fa r  beyond any th a t your parents ever had. 
Daily attendance a t Maes without getting your feet wet, frequent reception of Holy 
Communion even though you sleep .in, easy access to  Confession when you're up against
i t .  Are these conveniences as handy fo r them as they are fo r you? This a l l  adds up
to  the fact that your sp iritu a l responsibilities are greater than th e irs . I t  also  
demands that you share these advantages with tfiem so fa r  as you can.

What's The Use?n»j-jwww»»

Old Hip and young Tuck were discussing the world situa tion . Tuck says to  Hip, "What's 
the use of studying? The world's going to  pot. What can I  do to stop it? "
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Typical a ttitude of the DO-NOTHING- d e fe a tis t! Old Nip should say, "Tuck, my boy, you 
can do something. You can pray. You can do penance for;your sins. What i f  your 
private prayers w ill not avert the impending tragedy. I f  the blew does come, you and 
I  along with millions of others are going to  be socked hard. I f  we are not going to  
crack up under the deadly impact, we need God's help, great f la th , persevering hope 
and His providence. For th is  reason, i f  fo r th is  se lfish  reason alone, fo r the sa l­
vation of our own souls, we ought to be doubly sure we are on God's side from the very 
beginning. The best beginning is  to  pray. . . .  and then keep on praying."

Counteract Defeatism BY HOPE. . . . .  But

. . . .  remember the story in the Gospel about the rich  young man who wanted eternal 
l i f e .  After te llin g  Christ that he had kept the Commandments, he wanted to knew what 
more he must do. Christ to ld  him to  s e l l  what he had and give i t  to  the poor, and them 
"Cow, follow me." This condition did not strike  the rich young man's fancy, so he 
went away sad, "for he had great possessions,"

In other words, the young fellow was too much attached, too much in love with what he 
had--great possessions. That's why he was sad when Our lord asked him to  give them 
up. In our w orris cane days, as our country faces i t s  gravest cross in  i t s  history, we 
are going to  be asked to give up our "many possessions."

This threatened war may be God's mysterious way of taking away our "many possessions" 
because we have worked and slaved and sweated more fo r them than for those possessions 
"that are not Caesar's." I t  is  quite conceivable that we who claim to  be disciples 
of Christ are more m ateria lis tic , more na tu ra lis tic  than we surmise. God may be per­
m itting th is  ordeal because He has in mind purging us of an "adulterous" love—love of 
material ease, comfort and eecularistlo  well-being, So a l l  our "many possessions", 
these material things that have claimed our souls, w ill be destroyed, This prospect 
mates us sad because we have been too much attached to  our "great possessions,"
Payers'* (deceased) ‘fa th e r  of Bob Mlllenback (Cav); brother of John (Ba) and Frank
(Shrfteaneyj brother of B ill  Denning, '50. i r ,  Seeley is  i l l .  Fehr needs prayers.
W o * :  b a y ® t o o t  ( a r t ) c m n c A u y  n u u a m  n r  a o c x d w t  r a m #  y c t o  ? m y e e b . )


