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These S hu t-In s S u ffe r  For A P u rpose .

Nothing happens to  us by chance, ou tside  the  p lan  of D ivine P rov idence . The one and 
same in f i n i t e  God Who w il ls  our s u f fe r in g  a lso  w i l ls  our h ap p in ess . Ho w i l ls  His g lo ry  
and our happiness as an and to  be s tr iv e n  f o r ,  an end which w i l l  bo reached only w ith  
t o t a l  and complete p u r i f ic a t io n ,  e i th e r  in  th is  l i f e  o r in  the  l i f e  h e re a f te r ,  from 
th e  g u i l t  and punishment duo to  s in .

We may r e a c t  toward p h y s ica l and m ental su ffe r in g  as pagans o r  C h r is tia n s . Wo may 
th e re fo re  s u f f e r  u se le s s ly  w ith o u t m erit as u nbe lievers  do, o r  s u f f e r  u se fu lly  w ith  
e te r n a l  m e rit  i f  wo s u f fe r  w ith  a purpose, supsrnatu raU ly . Tho moro s p ir i tu a l-m in d e d , ' 
th e  s a in t s ,  always welcomed s u f fe r in g . Thoy saw in  i t  and through i t  no t something 
t o  be sought f o r  in  i t s e l f  bu t a t e s t  to  prove t h e i r  In ten se  lovo of God, as a moans 
t o  an end. In  tho f i r o  of s u f fe r in g  the s a in ts  saw th e  L ig h t.

J u s t  how sh u t- in s  of the  C.TJ.S.A. s u f fe r  in  atonement not only f o r  t h o i r  own s in s  but 
th e  s in s  of o thors i s  not always understood . A m ystery is  invo lved . I t  tak es  f a i t h  
t o  be conscious of tho u n ity  of mankind in  tho M ystical Body. I t  ta k es  deopor f a i t h  
f o r  s u f fe r in g  so u ls  to  take on th e  g u i l t  of o thers  as  i t s  own and mate pardon a v a ila b le  
t o  o th e rs  as w e ll as t o  s e l f .

Those s h u t- in s  who s u f f e r  w ith  a purpose do not come in  p h y s ic a l con tac t w ith  tho 
w orld as s o c ia l  w o rte rs , m is s io n a rie s , te a c h e rs  and p h y s ic ia n s . Such sou ls  aro  not 
u s e le s s  because thoy can g a th e r no s t a t i s t i c s  about s e x , o r  pay income ta x e s , or 
c r i t i c i z o  tho Democrats.

T h e ir  c ro ss  i s  t h e i r  bod of p a in . I h o l r  p rayers and s u f fe r in g s  f o r  o thers  overflow to  
o th e r  members of tho M ystical Body who s in  and do n o t a to n e , who d e f i le  t h e i r  bodies 
in  lu s t  and drunkenness and do n o t re p e n t, who defraud la b o re rs  of t h o i r  wages and 
make no r e s t i t u t i o n .  Did no t Our Lord in  Gothesomane tak e  upon H im self th e  in iq u i t ie s  
Of us a l l ?  Aro no t th ese  hidden s u f fe re r s  co-Badoemers? May thoy no t be ho ld ing  back 
th e  Arm. o f  God's Wrath? And I f  th e  D ivine Wrath does r a in  f i r e  and brim stone from His 
heavens, i t  w i l l  not bo because those  sh u t- in s  did no t s u f f e r  w ith  a  purpose but be­
cause th e re  are  no t onou$i s a c r i f i c i a l  and s a n c tif ie d  s u f fe re r s  to  balance the  sc a le s  . 
th a t  a re  weighed down w ith  tho immensity of our e v i l s .

Our world i s  to o  confused, too  en tang led  in  i t s  own confusions t o  be saved by h igh - 
p re ssu re  diplom acy, s o c i a l i s t i c  economics and p o l i t i c a l  compromisers, b u t i t  i s  not 
to o  confused to  bo saved by s a in t ly  so u ls  and sou ls  s tru g g lin g  f o r  s a n c t i ty .  What 
a tremendous resurgence would ta k e  p lace  on th is  campus,  i f  every  C atho lic  s tu d en t 
would p a r t ic ip a te  in  d a ily  Mass, rece iv e  every morning tho  Bread of tho S trong , pray 
h ie  ro sa ry  every  n ig h t on h is  knoos, spend one-half hour i n  a d o ra tio n  before  th e
B lessed Sacram ent, . . . ju s t  to  in te rced e  to  God f o r  tho conversion of Buss la  and to
a tone  f o r  tho  s in s  of tho w orld . Tho p o te n t ia l  f o r  s a c r i f ic e  involved here i s  more 
p o to n t th a n  wo su sp e c t.

Tho a s s o c ia t io n  of THE CATHOLIC UNION CP SICK ASSOCIATES, founded in  Franco by Louis 
P o y ro t, a  TB p a t ie n t ,  cam  to  t h i s  country  through th e  e f f o r t s  of Mrs. Bobert Brunnor, 
a chron ic  s h u t- in  f o r  21 y e a rs . Through tho e f f o r t s  of a F a th e r Thomas Finn the  organ­
iz a t io n  f lo u r is h e d . The only r e q u is i te s  f o r  membership aro  a s tro n g  C atho lic  f a i t h  
and a s t a t e  of h e a lth  th a t  p rov ides occasions fo r  s a c r i f i c e .  Groups (seven sh u t- in s  
p lu s  one chap la in ) toop in  touch  w ith  one ano ther through the  "g ro u p -lo th  v r ," which 
i s  t h e i r  moans of co n so la tio n , con tac t and co n v ersa tio n . Each group i s  ded icated  to
a s a in t  and has a m otto . For example, Tho L i t t l e  Flower Group which i s  ded ica ted  to
s u f f e r  f o r  tho "Conversion of Communists . . .  I f  you know a s h u t- in  who might be In ­
te r e s te d  in  jo in in g  th e  C,U.S.A. and s u f fe r in g  w ith  C h ris t f o r  a purpose, lo t  him 
w r ite  to  Mrs. Bobprt Brunnor. 100 l a s t  50th S tr a o t ,  New York, 22, Now York.
(Boooived w ith  th a n k s t &2 f o r  Korean r e l i e f ;  S i f o r  Bengal M iss io n s .)


