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| Those Shut-ins Suffor For 4 Pur

Nothing happons to us by chanco, outside tho plan of Divino Providonco. The ono and
gama infinito God Who wills our sufforing also wills our happiness. Ho willg Hls glory
and our happlness as an ond to be striven for, an ond which will bo roached only with
total and comploto purification, oilthor in this lifc or in the lifc horeaftor, from
the gullt and punlshmont due to sin. |

We may roact toward physical and montal sufforing as pagens or Christlans. Wo may
thorofore auffer uselossly without merit as umbollovers do, or suffor usefully with
otornal morit if wo suffor with a purpose, supernaturadlly. Tho moro gplritual-minded,’
the sainbs, always wolcomed sufforing. Thoy saw in 1t and through 1t not gomothing

to be gought for in 1teolf but a test to prove tholr intense love of God, as & moand
to an end. In the fire of suffering the saints saw the Light. |

Just how shut-ins of the C.U.S,A. suffor in atonoment not only for thoir own sine but
the sing of othors la not always understood. £ mystory ls involved. It takes faith
to be consclous of the unity of mankind in the Mystical Body. It takos deopor falth
for gufforing souls to %ake on the guilt of othorg as its own and make pardon avallable
“to others as well ag-to self. o - |

These shut-ing who suffer with a purpose do not come in physical contact with the
world as soclal workers, missionaries, teachers and physiclans. Such souls are nob
ugoless becauge thoy can gathor no statistlcs about s2x, or pay income taxes, or |

criticizo the Democrats.

Thoir crosa 1s thoir bed of pain. Thelr prmyers and sufferlngs for others overflow to
other members of tho Mystical Body who gin and do not atone, who dofile tholr bodles
in lust and drunkonnoss and do not ropent, who dofraud laborers of thelr wagoes and
make no yrestitution. Did not Our Lord in Gothosomene take upon Himsclf the inlquitles
of us all? Aro not thess hidden sufferers co-Redoomers? My they not be holding back
the Arm of God's Wrath? And if tho Divine Wrath doos rain firo and brimstone from Hie
hoavons, it will not bo bocause those shubt-ins did not suffor with a purpose but bo-
cauge thore arc not onough sacrificial and sanctifiocd sufforors to balance the scales .
that are weighed down with tho immonsity of our ovils.

Our world is too confusod, too entangled in its own confusions to be saved by high-
prossure diplomicy, soclalistic oconomlcs and political compromisgors, but 1t 1g not
too confusod to bo gaved by saintly souls and souls struggling for sanctity. What

a tromondous resurgancoe would take placc on this campus, if ovory Cathollc studont
would participato in daily Mass, rocelve overy morning tho Broad of tho Strong, pray
his rogary ovory night on his ¥mnos, spond one-half hour in adoratlon boforn thoe
Blassod Sacramont, . » . just to interccde to God for the convorsion of Rusgsla and 1o
atono for the sing of the world, Tho potontial for sacrifico involvod hore 1s moro
potont than we suspect.

Tho asgocintion of THE CATHOLIC UNION OF SICK ASSOCIATES, founded in Franco by Louis
Poyrot, a TB pationt, camy to this country through thn offorts of Mrg. Robrrt Brunnor,
a chronic shut-in for 31 years. Through the offorts of a Fathor Thomas Finn the organ-
{zatlon flourished., The only rogquisitos for momborship arn a gtrong Cathollec faith
and n stato of hoalth that providos ooccasions for sacrifico. Groups (savon ghut-ing
plug ono chaplaln) koop in touch with ono anothor through tho "arroup-lattor," which

18 thair moans of consolation, contact and convorgation, Ench group 1s d~dicntod to

1 saint and hag a motto, For axampls, Tho Little Flowsr Group which 1s dndicated to
guffnr for the "Convorsion of Communists ., . , If you know n ghut-in who might b~ in-
taragtnd in Joining tho C,U.8.A. and sufforing with Christ for a purposn, lot hinm
writo to Mra. Robort Brunnmor, 100 East 50th 8trwot, Now York, 22, Now York.

TRooolved with thonke: 33 for Korean rolioef; 81 for Bongal Missiona.)




