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We'd Much Sooner Feed The Chickens Than Try To Hatch The Eggs I

This cartoon i s  no yoke, even though i t  
concerns yokels who never crack th e i r  
hard s h e lls  to discover there  is  an­
o th er, more b ea u tifu l l i f e  to  be l iv e d  
ou tside the cramped confines of th e i r  
b leak , shell-*like prisons,. I t  i s  t r a g ­
ic  never to  be incubated by the warmth 
of God's graces, never to  l iv e  beyond 
sheer p o te n t ia l i t i e s . But the g re a te s t 
tragedy of a l l  i s  not so much what i s  
su ffe red  in sid e , i t  i s  ra th e r  what i s  
missed o u ts id e . A bad egg su ffers le s s  
in  being bad than  i t  does in  not being 
good.

There i s  not one of us who is  not d is ­
s a t i s f ie d  with him self, Some came to
Notre Dame with b rig h t hopes and high 
id e a ls , bu t f e l l  away, Others lament:
" I f  only I  had a chance to  s t a r t  a l l  o« 
ver again t" S t i l l  o thers s l ip  away
from v ir tu e , gradually  ease o ff  in to  
indo len t s p i r i tu a l i ty ,  o r y ie ld  th e i r  
passions to  s lav ish  ev il h a b its , I f  we 
are  not b e tte r  Catholics today than we
we were a year ago today, we are worse,
because we ought to be b e t te r ,
( m m  KLi 'Pkmmi mkt-mb1 sgsgst;

I t  is  of utmost importance th a t  as we 
face up to  ourselves as we r e a l ly  are— 
s i t t in g  m ournfully, Job-like on th e  
scrap heap of broken re so lu tio n s , em­
barrassing  defeats and fa ilu re s —th a t  
there be no discouragement, fo r our 
white f lag  of surrender i s  the D e v il 's  
triumphant f lag  of v ic to ry .

But God can take hold of what i s  worst 
in  us. By our w illingness to  work w ith 
Him He can uproot i t .  What had been 
the basis o f our predominant weakness 
can be made the  occasion of our out­
standing triumph. F i r s t  we must know 
what the e v il  in  us i s .  Then we must 
f ig h t th is  e v il in  cooperation w ith  
God's sacramental g races. , .  "Without 
Me," Our Lord warns, "you can do noth- 
ing ,"

There i s  warmth in  C h ris t 's  wonderful 
mercy, Enough warmth rad ia te s  through 
confessional g r i l l s  to  incubate a l l  
good "eggs" no m atter how f r ig id ,  how 
tough, how th ick  th e i r  hard s h e lls  may
be, _________ ___
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