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la  The Cure A lay -o ff?

This la a p ra c tic a l  question; "Why does one beeam re lig io u s ly  s ta lo  esp ec ia lly  a f te r  
len t?  I s  the cure a lay -o ff?"

You have a body as w e ll as a so u l, and the f le s h  wars ag a in st the s p i r i t ,  seeking to  
drag i t  down;' Hie cure l ie s  not in  a lay -o ff to  await an emotional upheaval, such 
as a r e t r e a t ,  a fireb ran d  sermon, a close scrape w ith death , but in  steady reg u la r­
i ty  in  s p i r i tu a l  reading , p rayer, s e lf -d is c ip lin e  and the reception  of the Sacraments.

For a l l  p ra c tic a l  purposes a lay -o ff means a re je c tio n  of needed graces. The more 
graces you ro jo c t the  s t a le r  you become, I f  you aro not becoming h o tte r  you are g e t­
t in g  worse, because no man stands s t i l l  in  h is  re lig io u s  l i f e .

Religion is  not an a f f a i r  of the emotions, I t  Is  based on tru th , on the revealed 
tru th s  C hrist gave "us. Truth cannot f lu c tu a te . Truth cannot be more true one day, 
le ss  tru e  the next; Suctions, however, have th e i r  good days and bad. I f  you pray
only when you f e e l  lik e  i t ,  not because C hrist wants y o u 'to  pray d a ily  "and not to
f a in t ,"  you w il l  pray hard one day and l e t  down the next. C hrist i s  re a lly  present 
in  the Blessed Sacrament, no m atter how you f e e l ,  no m atte r what the weather Is 
l ik e ,  no m atter whether you pass your classes w ith high honors or low, no m atter 
whether you' fe e l l ik e  g e ttin g  up fo r  d a ily  Mass or ly ing  in  bed lik e  a lazy galoo t.
He is  th e re ; , ; Twenty-four hours of the day.

The more graces you re je c t  the more dangerously you get yourself out of top-notch 
s p i r i tu a l  condition, the more l ik e ly  you w il l  become a push-over f o r  the d ev il or a
dead duck f o r  m ortal s in .  The more l ig h ts  of divine graco you tu rn  out, the darker
becomes your v is io n . Then some bleak day you w il l  stumble in to  a r u t ,  commit m ortal
s in .

is s long as you remain in  m ortal s in ,  your w i l l  is  h a b itu a lly  turned aw ay from the God 
who created you f o r  Himself a lone. Instead  of loving Him above a l l  other th in g s , you 
begin loving yourself more than  God. In  th is  s ta te  of wretched se lf ish n e ss , you w i l l  
show g rea t weakness in  being m orally s tab le  even in  the n a tu ra l order.

S ta b il i ty  in  the p ra c tic e  of v ir tu e  is  acquired on the condition th a t  a ran liv e  h ab itu ­
a l ly  in  the s ta te  of grace. His w i l l  must be kept s t r a ig h t  in  regard to  h is  la s t  end, 
which is  God. He must love th is  God more than h im self. This is impossible without 
the s ta te  of grace. Hence I ts  v i t a l  importance.

Men addicted to  h a b itu a l m ortal s in , men who mate? no persevering e f fo r ts  to  avoid 
m ortal s in , man who neglect graces meant to  strengthen them in  v ir tu e , w ill  always be 
unpredictable and m orally u n stab le , The l ig h t  of Reason glows b r ig h te r  with F a ith  
than  without i t .  Ju s t as man’s Icwor ap p e tite s  need Reas on to  function orderly , in  
lik e  manner, man’s reason needs livo  F a ith  to  guide him sa fe ly  toward his goal.

The Lover In  Love With Himself.

The very nature of love demands th a t the lover seek union w ith h is boloved. God, tho 
Divine Lovor, lovod man and sought union w ith him. . , That was tho Incarnation . Man 
was made by God fo r  union w ith Himself, A ll h is  powers and fa c u ltie s  aro intended to  
u n ite  him w ith  God. Tho Sacraments not only make th is  possib le  but ac tu a lly  f a c i l i t a t e  
the  union. I f  a l l  thoso p o te n t ia l i t ie s  fo r  union aro not actualized  because of m ortal 
e In , f ru s tra t io n  must n ecessa rily  so t in . When ho losos God, man has no ono to  lovo 
but him self,- Tho f ru s tra te d  lovor must s t i l l  continue to  lovo, ao ho f a l l s  in  lovo 
w ith  him eolf. LIko a tru e  lovor ho aooke to  do the w i l l  of h is bo lovod, which is  him­
s e l f ,  Tho longer ho remains in  m ortal s in , tho more confirm.:! ho becomes in  s e l f - w i l l ,  
in  h is  egotism . Unfod by God ho s ta rv e s . Nothing but God appoasoa th a t hunger.


