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Two Kinds Of Reasonable Students,
^ 1.111 I I I l i i p  W *  " » Kfipii

Pascal once noted: "There are two kinds of reasonable people, those who love Sod with
th e ir  whole hearts because they have found Him, and those who search fo r  God w ith  
th e ir  whole h earts, because they have not found Him.n He won't be found where some 
are looking*

When the B u lle tin  swallowed in  one gulp by your mailbox knows everyone but a reb e llio u s  
few is  looking fo r  C hrist, i t  i s  bound to  have a k in d lier  approach than i f  i t  assumes 
th at no one a t a l l  la in terested . I t  la tru e , sometimes tit; must be s te m  because 
youthful, hungry mouths can d ie t  on the wrong kind of food—on too  many w orldly sweets *

There are some things which you have to  experience in  order to  know them more thor­
oughly. The t h r i l l  of watching a Hot re Dame game in  the stadium has no su b stitu te  in  
i t s  write-up Sunday morning, There are two ways o f  knowing the poor, by studying  
s t a t i s t ic s  on poverty and by l iv in g  a l i f e  of poverty. There are two ways of knowing 
the M iss, by studying about i t  in  a tex t book and by liv in g  the Mass in  our d a ily  l iv e s .  
There are two ways of knowing Christ in  the B lessed Sacrament, by reading about Him in  
a pamphlet and by a ctu a lly  receiv ing  the Food of the Strong each morning in  chapel.

A ll of th is  brings us down to  th is  p o in t• There are two ways of knowing about prayer, 
by perusing your prayer book now and then, by d igestin g  tra cts  on m editation, and by 
a ctu a lly  g e ttin g  down on our knees and praying« I f  some students knew how much what 
they say reveals th e ir  character they would never chide th e ir  confrere who are try in g  
to  liv e  more prayerful l iv e s ,  fo r  in  berating what i s  the one important way of adoring 
God and imploring His h elp , they betray th e ir  own unprayerful l iv e s .

pride probably has a lo t  to  do w ith  d er isio n , b e l i t t l in g ,  and r id ic u le , because what 
the derider does not have, or what he refuses to  make an e f fo r t  to  acquire, he often  
despises ♦ For th is  reason the r e a l Hotre Dame student who s tr iv e s  to  act according  
to  h is  convictions on purity , temperance, d a ily  Communion, and prayer, may be subjected  
to  hum iliating, petty  and mean persecutions from h is  be l i t t e r s .

Ho g a tter  how many essays you read on prayer you w i l l  never learn to  pray unless you 
tie gin to  l i f t  tip your G oul 1 0 God. This e levat Ion purif ie  s the 8 oul be caus e I t  r a ise s
I t  above the environment of the world. A ll men can pray; a l l  men need to  pray; a l l
men ought to  pray. Even the sinner who has broken h is  s p ir itu a l backbone by mortal
s in  can always pray. Prayer is  addressed f i r s t  of a l l  to  divine mercy. Ho m atter 
how low, how wretched, how degraded a man may be in  h is  s in , he can always cry out fo r  
mercy, and ho w i l l  not be l i f t e d  up u n til  he d oes, True prayer stim ulates a c t io n .

Take the conversion of Magdalen, the th ie f  on the cross, Peter a f te r  h is  three d en ia ls # 
Once the aoul i s  raised up, God i s  g lo r if ie d  * Prayer i s  all^poworful then , But when 
the d e v il tempts us to  disobey God *(3 law through stupid pride, when the allurem ents 
of the f le s h  energize the pass!ons, when the world offors us a " k illin g " for  a few 
fa s t  but dishonest "bucks," do we r e a lly  pray, as Christ to ld  lie; 1 0 ?

When many of our prayers have been returned apparently unanswered, lik e  le t t e r s  to  4%
frien d  who has moved "to parts unknown, have we doubted Christ *s promtse: "Ask and i t
s h a ll  be given you?"

Our prayers w i l l  be in fa l l ib ly  answered i f  four conditions, which S t ,  Thomas lays down, 
are present: namely, that "we ask (1) fo r  ourselves (2) things necessary for  sa lv a tio n
(3) p iou sly , (4) porseveringly , When a l l  these four concur, we always obtain what we 
ask f o r /
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