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Two_Kinds Of”};%aasomable Students ,

.Paaaal once noted: "There are two kinds of reascnabla people, those who love God with
" their whole hearts begause they have found Him, and thogse who search for God with
thelr whole hoarts, because they have not found Him," He won't be found where some
are looking.

When the Bulletin swallowed in one gulp by your mailbox kncws gveryone but a reballious
fow iz looking for Christ, it 1s bound %o have a kindlier approach than 1f 1t assumes
 that no one at all 1s interested., Tt 1s true, sometimes it must be stern because
ycuﬁhﬁ‘ul, hungry mouths can diet on the wrong kind of food--on too many worldly sweets.

There are gome things which you have %o experience in order to know them more thor-
oughly. The thrill of watching a Notre Dame game in the stadium has no substitute in
its write~up Sunday morning., There are two ways of knowing the poor, by studying
gtatistiocs on poverty and by living a 1ife of poverty. There are two ways of knowing
the Mass, by studying about it in a text book and by living the Mags in our d4aily lives.,
There are two ways of knowing Christ in the Blessed Sacrament, by reading about Eim in
& p&mphlet an& by actually rece:}ivmg the Food of the Stmng gach morning in chapel..

A1l of this bx*ings ug down to this paint. There are two ways @f knowing about prayer,
by perusing your prayer book now and then, by dlgesting tracts on meditation, and by
actually getting down on our knees and praying. If some gtudents knew how much what
they say reveals thelr character they would never chide their confrers who are trylng
to 1ive more prayerful lives, for in berating what is the one important way of aduring
God and imploring His help, they betray th@ir own unprayeriful lives.

Pride pm’bably hag a lc’c to do with derision, belittling, and ridicule R because what
the derider does not have, or what he refuses to make an effort to acquire, he often
deapiszes. TFor thils reason the real Notre Dame studeunt who strives to act according

to his convictions on purity, temperance, daily Communlon, and prayer, may be subjected
to h:yi,vliating, petty and mean persecutions from his baliﬁtem,

No mtter how many essays you read on prayer you wlll never learn To pray unless you
begin to 1ift up your soul to God. This elevatlon purlfies the goul because it ralses
it above the onviromment of the world, All men can pray; all men need to pray; all
men ought 0 pray. BEven the sinner who has broken his splritual backbone by mortal
sin can always pray. Praysr is addressed first of all to divine mercy. No matter
how low, how wretched, how degraded a man mey be in hie sin, he can always cry out for
mercy, and he will not be 1lifted up untll he does, True prayer stimilates action.

Take the conversion of Magdalen, the thief on tho cross, Peter after hls three denlals.
Once the soul ig ralsed up, God is glorified. Prayer is all-poworful then. But when
the devil tompts ug to dlsobey God's law through stupld pride, when the allurements

of the flesh energlzo +the passiong, when the world offers us o "killing” for a fow
fasgt but dilshonsst "bucks,” do we really proy, as Chrlét told us to?

When many of our prayers have been returned apparently unanswered, like letters to a
friend who hag moved to parts unknown, have we doubted Christ's promise: "Ask and 1%
ghall bs glven you?"

Our prayers will be infallibly answered 1f four condltions, which St, Thomag lays down,
are present: namely, that 'we ask (1} for ourselves (2) things necessary for salvatlion
(3) plously, (%) perseveringly. When all these four concur, we always obtain whnt wa
agk for,"

Prayers: (deaeased) gmnﬁmmhar of Dee McGonigle (Wal); father of Fr. Le Blanc. Injured,
Floyd Blair; Qpexation, mother of Fether Grimm, Il1l, Mrs, Heunigan.




