Sezriouﬁlx ill, fathar af Univerezity of Notm Dama Kindly turm in guestiennaima
Art Hallagan, "51. 6 Sp. Int, Religious Bulletin without delay. . .193 are In
(Voc.. _Holy Haur uo Thurg,) April 25 , 1951 already. Keep 'em coming.

Advice Fx*om A Killer,

June 2k last, Notre Deme pllgrimites stood pigeon~toed tired in the vast pilazza in
front of St, Petor's Basilica. The occasion. . . the canoniz&tion of Blessed Maria
Gorettl, tho modorn St. Agnes. In unison, 250 thousand excited throats cheered the
Holy Father when ho appeared carrled aloft In salntly dignity. The actugl ceromonies
of canonlzation wore brief. As Marla was offlclally and infallibly proclaimed a
gaint, 250 thougsand of us again shook down the thunder from the skles,

Alessandro Serenelll, the killer of Maria Goretti, was not present. Hls case history
however, every prayerful mind recalled, In 1902 Alessandro infuriated because 1ll-yoar-
old Marla would not submit to his impure passes stabbed her fourteen times. Convlicted
and sentenced to prison for murder, the fateful killer for twenty-seven years languished
in repentance and atonement for his crime,

Since 1929 Alesgandro has filled up hls empty hours 1In the obscurity of a Capu@hin mon-
astery, working as a hired man and gardener, Truly repentant he accepts as part of his
penance to be known as "The Killer of a Saint,”

Redemptorist magazine PERPETUAL HELP polnts out in a featured article that Sersnelli
finds comfort in thehope hile sad story willl be a losson to young toonwagerd. Fifty, yﬂam ~
ago, when he was 1n his own late teens, he idled his time in reading salaclous novels.
Having glven up his prayers, he hosrded suggestive pin-ups in hig room and did not avold
the girl who had become for him an occasion of secret sinful desire. Passions inflamed
by llterature that belonged in the plggery In hils backyard, Alessaniro commlitted murder,
with intent to rape. . . |

Today he knows that occasions of gin are more lurid and exotlc than they were at the
turn of the century. . . What with class C movies, burlesques, best sollers, bill-
boards and magazine 1llustrations! These can be sven surer plt-falls for the young
than anything in rural Ttaly In 1900. It was with these thoughte in mind that he
penned and signod in his aged shaky hand. . . this message:

I beg pardon of the world for the owtrage I comitied agningt the mrtyr,
Maria Goretti, and holy purity. I exhort all to avold Irnmortl. apectacles
and all dangerous oocasions that can lead to gin. (--Alessandro Serenslli.,)

Give four Eyes And Your Knoes A Brosk.

It willl probably take another generation to teach people not to bow thelir heads at the
Elevatlion of tho Sacred Speclos during the Mass, Pope Plus X, who willl be beatifled
in Rome June 3, tried to correect this mistaken practice when he granted an Indulgence
for looking at tho Sacred Host whon 1t was elevated, and saying, "My Lord and My Godl!l"

Another polnter on correct chapel manners. Respcct for the Real Presonce cnllg for a
genuflectlon whon you enter the chapel and another when you leave, Some are beginning
%o enter ths pows and leave wlthout even hinting they know what 18 proper protocol.

Glving Up In Dlsgugt,

In the Bullotin and from the altar rall amnouncemonts have boen mads about the down-
right carelsss habit of "THE MEN OF EXTINCTION" who elther come late for Sunday Mass

or exbtinguish tholr devotlon like candles aftor Mass and loave during Communion. No

one olse sooms Intorested in correcting this abusc) we're disinclined to lmposs dis-
¢iplinary reogulationg or post guards of honor. . » So we'ro glving up In disgust, We
have enough to do wlthout whistling for the cops to strong-arm tho miscreant.

Prayers: (docaased) father of John Iattner (Za); brothor of Bro. Owon, C.S,C.; grand-
mothers of Roger Vorce and Jack Janowskl; brothor of Jock Duffy, '50; 2 deceased persond.




