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Understanding The Issue Defines R esponsib ility .

At January commencement Rev. John Courtney Murray, S»J . ,  pointed out to  the graduat­
ing sen iors what basic issue is  involved in  world-wide u n re s t. Once fundamentals 
are understood the re sp o n s ib ility  f o r  courageous, a r t ic u la te  Catholic ac tio n  becomes 
more apparent. . , He must know our f a i th  and liv e  i t  now, today.

J e su it  Murray sa id , "This is  no war over f ro n t ie r s ,  or between peoples, or between 
con tinen ts. . , The great b a t t le  rages between the forces of m aterialism  and the 
forces of the s p i r i t .  . . a m aterialism  fashioned in to  a metaphysic and offered as a 
to ta l  explanation of human l i f e , . , a m aterialism  ra ised  to  the s ta tu s  of an id ea , 
the d ign ity  of a re lig io n .

" I t  has a revolutionary power, and can only be opposed by a s t i l l  more revo lu tionary  
power. . , the s p i r i t  of man in  a llian ce  w ith the S p ir i t  of Cod. I t  cannot be over­
come by th a t p ra c tic a l m aterialism  which, in  a llia n c e  with sen tim en tal moral id e a lis e  
has been the major force behind what has been called  'th e  American way of l i f e . '

"American p ra c tic a l m aterialism  has no s ta tu s  as an idea . Even the fo rces of American 
moral idealism  cannot a s s i s t  i t  to  p re v a il. For th is  Idealism  is  a th in g  of sentim ent. 
I t  has not the toughness of a re a l  re lig io n , nor even the toughness of the pseudo­
re lig io n  (Soviet m aterialism ) w ith  which i t  must match i t s e l f .

U nderstanding the issue defines your re sp o n s ib ili ty . . , to  a ffirm  by word, by deed, 
by the whole q u a lity  of your liv es  your opposition to  m aterialism , . , the philosophy 
of comfort and amusement and m ateria l success. . , the p ra c t ic a l  m aterialism  th a t puts 
I ts  whole t r u s t  in machinery and science, and knows no o ther norm of t ru th  or goodness 
than the purely pragmatic. . , the p o l i t i c a l  m aterialism  of those men whom p rin c ip le  
means nothing and experience a l l ,

"The ta sk  is  the affirm ation  of an opposition, the a ffirm atio n  of something more pos­
i t iv e .  F i r s t ,  the a ffirm ation  of your b e l ie f  in  reason and in te l l ig e n c e . Second, as 
C h ris tian s, the affirm ation  of your F a ith ,"

Tran s itio n  For R ealiza tion .
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The tra n s i t io n  from mere negative to  more p o sitiv e  liv in g  of your F a ith  w i l l  not be 
effected  without prayer, s a c r if ic e  and sacram ent. To con tro l lower n a tu re , to  l in e  
up reason and w il l  w ith Sod, you need Sod's grace. "Without Me," Our Lord sa id , "you 
can do no th ing .” This necessary help (grace) is  obtained through prayer, e sp ec ia lly  
by m editating on the vast a rray  of the tru th s  of f a i th .  You must not only increase 
knowledge and form deep convictions but move the w i l l  to  a c t .  Following the law of 
avalanche, the more generously the w i l l  responds the more e f fe c tiv e ly  Sod’s grace pro* 
duces re su lts  in  energetic Catholic liv in g .

Some complain they do not get much out of Holy Communion. Let thcso. take more time a t  
prayer, Let them receive a t  Mass and pray the Mass w ith the ce leb ran t. Let them take 
the Sospels, or Ihe Im ita tio n  of C hrist, and ponder se lected  passages r e f le c t iv e ly , 
p rayerfu lly , Taka t i r o  to  m editate, not v e g ita te .

New Pamphlets. A fter f i l l i n g  out the sec tio n  on s o c ia l  re s p o n s ib il i t ie s  students in ­
quire about moro reading m a te ria l. V is it the pamphlet racks in  D illon  and Cavanaugh* 
"What is  Ihe Catholic A ttitu d e” by W illiam J .  Smith, S .J . ,  explains what our approach 
must bo to  The Workingman and the Boor, The Wealthy, Industry , Corporation, L ib e ra l­
ism, Communism, Democracy, Race and Color, "Economic L iberalism  and Free E n terp rise" 
by Je su it  Masse applies C h ris tian so c ia l teaching to  the American system.
P rayers: 111, fa th e r  of John Deeb (0-C); uncle of Don Fenn (How); F a th e r B u tle r; Jim
Aoki; mother of Rev. Vincent McCauley; fa th e r  of Rev. William McAuliffe. Sp. I n t .  7 .


