
U n iv e rs ity  of Notre Dame 
Have you been shriven? R elig ious B u lle t in

Jfcy .24, 1951

Thanks To O.ff.M,

One condition was omitted (in  the B u lle tin  of May 22) fo r  gaining the Jubilee Indul­
gence, So add t h ls t  (under prayers! 3 H ail Marys"with the add itional invocation  
"Queen of Peace, pray fo r  us” a fte r  each B a il Miry.

W ill The D evil Make A Sucker Out Of You?
11 in , .  IP . , . . . ! ,  II      " ■' ■ ■  ................ *  " ' 4' " «  U« V *  ■" *  " "

Satan Is the most e v i l  genius active  In the world today, So* i s  the oru elest and most 
despicable of God creatu res, Scripture t e l l s  its that lie goes about the world seek­
ing whom lie may devour* g is  main in te r e s t  In your l i f e  i s  to  drag you eway from God, 
Any means, no m atter how fo u l or bow c le v e r , w i l l  be used against you*

Sometimes he may appear as an angel of l i g h t ,  as  a w olf in  sheep*8 c lo th in g , He may 
no t tempt you d i r e c t ly ;  o thers m y  be used as h is  dupes and minions * A f  riend  of 
yours may po in t out a su g g estiv e  passage in  a nove l; a n o th e r might coax you in to  hav­
ing  "a few" in  th i s  ta v e rn ; oven an autom obile might run out of gas n ea r Calumet City*

Satan  c e r ta in ly  promotes the  m a te r ia l i s t i c  a t t i tu d e  toward l i f e *  He knows th a t  your 
powers to  th in k  a re  circum scribed by the m a te r ia l w orld , th a t  a l l  knowledge comes to  
you through your sen ses , th a t  th e  seneo-w orld in  tim es of p ro sp e r ity  i s  a l lu r in g  and 
p le a su ra b le . So Satan  can con tac t you through the senses which put you in  immediate 
co n tac t with m atte r over which he e x e r ts  pow erful in f lu e n c e ,

S c rip tu re  speaks of th ro e  m ajor sources of manfs dow nfall: the  w orld, th e  f le s h  and
the d e v i l .  Never d iscoun t the  d e v il ,  h is  power to  induce immoral images, h is  power 
to  produce s p e l ls  of discouragem ent, h is  power to  make a sucker out of you. The 
very  no tion  of be ing  ashamed of p u r i ty  among your f r ie n d s  when a p a l cracks a d i r ty  
s to ry , o r brags about h is  "experiences" w ith  women, or t ip s  you o ff about a "best 
a me Her" , + . who e lse  but Satan can *3 ir e  th at phony c r i t  iron of a ooia 1 approval 
which p r a c t ic a l ly  dares you to  be d if f e re n t?

The d e v il may not trap you by morta 1 8 in ; he may be content to  temp you to  be lea s  
virtuous than you could tie * I f  you are a d a ily  c ommunlcant,  he * III. tr y  t  o mke you 
a T*reekly communloaht, I f  you are a weekly c ornmuni cant, Trie * 11 try  t  o ta  Ik you in  t  o 
going once 21 month * Or he * 11 c onvince you th a t as long as th is  thing you want t  o do 
i s  not (3 mortal s in , i t ' s  a l l  r ig h t, go ahead, tie says, v en ia l sin s won't damn you*
So i f  lie can't k i l l  you, lie * 11 try  to  weaken you, because he knows b e tte r  than you 
know that i f  there i s  le s s  good in  the world, there w i l l  probably be more e v i l ,

Saw w e ll Satan knows th at In Ibis; long-term  dealing w ith many so u ls , d elib erate  v e n ia l  
s in s , although they do not add up to  mortal s in , nevertheless dispose the sou l fo r  
mortal s in .

The m ortal-sin  <3omplox— "Eow fa r  can I  go, Father, t i l l  I  commit a mortal sin"—is  the 
d e v il 's  maxim. How fa r  can one go w i t h  a g ir l  before c ommitting morta 1 is in ? , . *
How much can one drink before g c ttin g  th eo lo g lo a lly  drunk? * , * How f i l t h y  must a book 
be boforo ono o o m lte  grate sin? * . , * How many c okes can one j o lt  out of a coks 
machine before n serious s in  of th e ft  i s  committed? , , , "Taking in  a burlesque won't 
bothor mo!", , . What a fa r  cry a l l  th is  from; "If you want to  bo my d ie c ip lo , deny 
y o u rse lf, take up your cross d a ily  find follow  Mo!"

When you*re asking yourseIf new If your re l l g l on can stand tho summer temperature, 
keep in  mind what Maidonatus (quoted by Mcnsignnr Knox) sa y s: "There are no worse
Catholics than those who were at one time very r e lig io u s , but couldn'lb s t le k  to  what
th ey  had got . 11 _____
p ra y e rs : (deceasedj Miss Catherine B arry ; f a th e r  of Bob Hnssom uor (D il) *


