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"Te dvanced . . WY

There 18 always reason, and more roason
now than ever, to refresh our minds on
the meaning of Christian education. We
ghall find a satisfactory answver in a
very hrief account of the growlng yoars
of Josus Christ: "He advanced in wisdom
and sge and grace with God and men,"

First of all, Ho "advanced.'" This is the
key word. We do not advance merely bY
moving from onc place to another. We
advance only when we march steadlly for-
ward, conasioualy and resolultely prese-
ing toward a goal which ig worthy of

our dignity.

Students can get out of school wilithoub
gotting mach out of thelr schoolinz,
They can leave with the same llttle
bundle of bad habits with which they
gtarted. They can beg gradusatod withe
out any notable change in charactsr or
personality, without a keen Interest in
their own progress. . . without a clea
jdea of what they ought to be ag a re-
sult of their education. When this
does happen there has been no real ad-
vancenment .

411 these powers of mind, heart and
sonl are capable of ever-increaslng de-
volopment by more and more conbinuous
and mature exercise. If education 1s
the procegs of making us all that we can
become, it can never be complet=d on
this earth and must never be atopped.
FEven the most promiging student may fall
to realize thig, and so fail to reap the
full harvest of his talsnts and the full
benefit of his education.

In what direction 4id Jesus advancze?
First, in age. There is nothing to do
about getting older. In our present
gchool system physical education id
given sufficient attention to insure 2
reasonnble and necegsary care of the
body, o congervabion of health and cul-
tivation of gtrength.

But thers is another point of greater
importance: Christian education regards
and reverences the body with all 1ts
fetiong, ag a work of God, the hablta-
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tion of Els splrit, the agent of His will,
the portner of the soul. That is why we
must avold excess and abuge that weaken
the body and render it unfit,

Jegus advanced also in wisdom. Youth isg
really a time of serious thought and crit-
1cal docision, Wisdom is not the exclu-
give attribute of ags.

A student who knows the difforence betwoen
the cells in his brain or his blood stream
but not the difference between his body and
hig soul, has acqulired some knowledge bub
he has gained no wisdom. 4 gtudent who
knowg the correct answor to a problem 1n
mothomatics but not the right answer to a
problem in human conduct hag grown in know-
ledga, but he has not advanced in wisdom,
Our purpoge in educating the student is

not mexroly to enlarze his capacity to know
but also to deepen his power to think and
undergtand .

Finally, Jesus advanced in grace with God
and men. Hesrs we touch the very highsgt
function of education. If man is a creabture
of God through the Blood of His Son, created
primaxrily to know and love and serva God,
elevated to a supernatural life by sancti- .
fving grace; and 1if thia 1life of all living
must be preserved at the cost of sveriasiing
death, then it is clear to all who balleve,
that education has a tremendously lmportant
Job to do. :

God's grace 1s necegsary for the perfec-
tion of nature. In our gchools ws can
only do our best to direct and dlgposs the
gtudent to racognize hig own naed of arace,
to ghow him where and how to got it, *to
perguade him to uge it for his own better-
ment.

We kmow we must train him to take his place
in gsocletr ng a loyal and useful citizen,
We also know we enhance hls hopa of guccess
ir hig chossen field 1f we have helned his to
be-oma an obadient ¢hild of Ged, a deovolbar
brother of fMrist ~nd of all won in “Thricth,
o worthy member of God's kingdom on onrwil,
o degarving helr of His kingdom in he v,
. . (Dipsst of Bishop Pursley's gradustlor
addregsa-~Juns 1951, )
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