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There i s  always reason , and more reason  
now than ev er , t o  re fresh  our minds on 
the meaning of C h ristian  edu cation . We 
s h a l l  fin d  a s a t is fa c to r y  answer in  a 
very b r ie f  account o f  the growing years 
of Jesus C h rist: "He advanced in  wisdom
and age and grace w ith  God and men."

F ir s t  o f a l l ,  He "advanced." This i s  th e  
key word. We do not advance m erely by 
moving from ono p la ce  to  another. We 
advance only when we maz’ch s te a d i ly  f o r ­
ward, co n sc io u sly  and r e s o lu te ly  p r e ss ­
in g  toward a goa l which i s  worthy of 
our d ig n ity .

Students can g et out o f sch oo l w ithout 
g e tt in g  much out of t h e ir  sch o o lin g .
They can lea v e  w ith  th e  same l i t t l e  
bundle of bad h a b its  w ith  which they  
S ta rted . They can be graduated withe- 
put any notable change in  character or 
p e r so n a lity , w ithout a keen in te r e s t  in  
t h e ir  own p rogress. . . w ithout a c le a r  
idea  of what they ought to  be as a r e ­
s u l t  o f th e ir  ed u cation . When th is  
does happen there has been no r e a l ad­
vancement .

A ll  th ese  powers of mind, heart and 
so u l are capable o f e v e r -in c r ea s in g  d e­
velopment by more and more continuous 
and mature e x e r c is e . I f  education  i s  
the process o f making us a l l  th a t we can 
become, i t  can never be completed on 
th is  earth  and must never be stopped . 
Even the most prom ising stu dent may f a i l  
to  r e a liz e  this, and so  f a i l  to  reap the  
f u l l  harvest o f h is  ta le n t s  and the f u l l  
b e n e f it  o f h is  ed u cation .

In what d ir e c t io n  did Jesus advance? 
F ir s t ,  in  a g e . There i s  nothing t o  do 
about g e tt in g  o ld er . In our present 
sch oo l system  p h y s ic a l education  is  
given  s u f f ic ie n t  a t te n t io n  to  insure a 
reasonable and n ecessary  care o f the 
body, a conservation  of h ea lth  and c u l­
t iv a t io n  of s tr e n g th .

But there i s  another p o in t o f g rea ter  
im portance: C h ristian  education  regards
and reverences the body w ith  a l l  i t s

t io n  o f  His s p i r i t ,  the agent of H is w i l l ,  
the partner of th e  so u l. That i s  why we 
must avoid ex ce ss  and abuse th a t weaken 
the body and render i t  u n f it ,

Jesus advanced a l s o  In wisdom. Youth i s  
r e a l ly  a time of ser io u s thought and c r i t ­
i c a l  d e c is io n . Wisdom i s  not the e x c lu ­
s iv e  a t tr ib u te  o f age.

A stu dent who knows the d ifferen ce  between 
the c e l l s  in  h is  brain  or h is  blood stream  
but not the d iffe r e n c e  between h is  body and 
h is  s o u l ,  has acquired some knowledge but 
he has gained no wisdom. A student who 
knows the co rrec t answer to  a problem in  
mathematics but not the r igh t answer to  a 
problem in  human conduct has grown in  know­
ledge , but he has not advanced in  wisdom.
Our purpose in  educating the stu d en t Is  
not m erely t o  en large h is  cap acity  t o  know 
but a l s o  to  deepen h is  power to  th in k  and 
understand.

F in a l ly ,  Jesus advanced in  grace w ith  God 
and men. Here we touch the very h ig h est  
fu n ctio n  of ed u ca tio n . I f  man i s  a creature  
o f God through the Blood of H is Son, created  
p rim arily  to  know and love and serve God, - 
e lev a ted  to  a supernatural l i f e  by s a n e t i-  
fv in g  grace; and i f  th is  l i f e  of a l l  l iv in g  
must be preserved a t  the cost o f e v e r la s t in g  
death , then i t  i s  c le a r  to  a l l  who b e l ie v e ,  ' 
th a t ed u cation  has a tremendously important 
job t o  do.

God's grace I s  necessary  fo r  the p e r fe c ­
t io n  o f  nature. In  our sch oo ls we can 
only do our b e s t  to  d ir ec t  and d ispose the  
stu dent to  recogn ize  h is  own need o f  grace , 
t o  show him where and how to  g«t i t ,  to  
persuade him to  use i t  fo r  h is  own b e t te r ­
ment.

We know we must tr a in  him to  take h is  p lace  
in  s o c ie ty  as a lo y a l  and u se fu l c i t iz e n .
We a ls o  know we enhance h is  hone of su ccess  
in  h is  chosen f i e ld  i f  we have he Inn d him to  
become an obedient ch ild  of God, a devotee  
brother of C h rist and of a ll. men in  C hrtot, 
a worthy member o f  God's kingdom on ea r th , 
a d eserv ing  h e ir  o f His kingdom In he-'-ven.
. , (D igest o f  Bishop Puraloy's gm d u atlcr  
ad d ress—June 1921 .)fun c tio n s , as a work o f God, the, h a b ita -  
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