McGrath; unclo of Father ~  Feligious Bullotin Burkhart (ho noeds more
Grimm. I1l, fathor of . + .+ October 10, 1951 prayers).

When Did You Inet Think OF Bocoming A Pricst?

After-raaﬁingiBiahmp‘Whita's (Spokane, Washington) oplscopal lettor explaining why
there 15 a shortage of priests, brothors and sistors, the thought comes to mind thet
more should be saild in the Bulletin about vocations, |

Bilshop White ycintad out that there 1is no shortage of vocations; thot 1g, no ghord-
age of "ecalls"” by Our Lord to enter the roligious 1life or the priesthocd. What ls
Ineking, he says, ave ‘'responses™ Lo the call.

What 18 true of his diocese 1g true of many other dlocese, 18 true of Notrs Dame.

Thero are sufficiont numbers of youths who posgess the necesgary fitness (mental, moral
and physical) to qualify them as asplrants to the priesthood or the rellgious ginto. -
Seeing 1 bolieving on this scors, |

The Conflict,

Tf there 18 an unlimited number of candidates for a vocatlion, why is it that more do
not respond? T8 it bscause they fesr the sasrifices Involved? It 1g true that o
give oneself body and soul to Christ implies a remuncisrtion of worldly possesslons by
the vow of poverbty, a remunciation of the flesh by the vow of chagtity, a renunclation
of ome's will by the vow of obedience. This menns sacrifice, and to make the gsacrifice
a strong motlve must prevall. | | | |

The conflict involved is the cholce, “Should I or ghouldn't I?" is fundamentally =a
conflict of motives. Not untll we are faced with such = decision do we reallze how
powerful 1sg the attractiveness of the world. |

Too often in our Catholic 1ife God 18 accepied and loved, even wilth deecp emotion and
great plety, bubt the cross is soft-pedalled. Im an ers of progperity It is difficult
to stress the need for the croes, How many of us who go along gayly through life ex-
uding sweetness and affabllity until a trial reveals our trus nature. Whils there 1s
a showy form of religion, at times with much gusto, thers ls a dangerous antipathy to

the real hard core of Christianity, the crucifixion of the flesh.

The Pauline inJunctlon blds us "o £111 up in our body the sufferings wanting to the
Pagsion of Christ.” But scourging, crowning with thorms, and crucifixion are not
popular.

See how much mortification of the flesh accompanles daily Communion, dally Mass,
daily adoration, daily visits to the Grotto, daily actes of kindnesg to others, and
you have an accurate indication of the real depth of rellaious character.

Sae how much mortificetion of the spirit {obedlence, full accepianse of Church reg-
ulntions, humility) accompanies rellglous farvor, and you have the final test. God
and Memmon cannot be reconclled. .and Memmon sings a mighty swest tune whenever a

boy or girl starty taking sericus Christ's c21l, "Come, follow me .«

Fesolve The Conflice,

Tnarense your love of God, No one finde it repuleive to mrke sacrifices Tor someons
he loves deoply. To glve 18 prezisely what lova lmpcls. . . Saelr ndvice from youXr
ractor, praiact, confesgor, or chrplrin. . . Mosmwhills watch and pray. Somebtlmes
indignation 1g arousod by the surrsuslon that if you went to sclve your prohlems you
ghovld pray. Prayor is not nsking Ged to do somothlng for you while you remein ldle;
1t 1@ the ossontial coniition of the only kind of activity that can ovarcomo the “oull
of tho world" in order to anawer the "eall" of christ. (Vocatlonal Holy Hour eveXy
Thursday afternoon from 4:30 to 5:30.)



