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Somethin# To Think About I

In  the prologue of ASCENT TO TEOTH Thoms Merton w h it t le s  down to  a sharp  p o in t the 
b ig  p r o b l t h a t  confron ts C h r is t ia n ity  to d ay . In  a sense he i s  a warmonger clam oring 
fo r  a s p i r i t u a l  re v o lu tio n , a d e c la ra t io n  of w ar. He puts i t  t h i s  ways

The only  th in g  th a t  can save the world from complete moral co llap se  i s  a  s p i r i t u a l

agHEissir#
r e a l ly  f r u i t f u l  l i f e .

The human toco i s  fac in g  th e  g re a te s t  c r i s i s  in  i t s  h is to ry ,  because r e l ig io n  i t s e l f  
i s  b e in g  weighed in  the b a la n c e . The p re se n t u n re s t in  fiv e  c o n tin e n ts , w ith  every­
one f e a r f u l  of be ing  d estro y ed , has brought many men to  th e i r  knees.

H o w e v e r ,  the  b i s  problem th a t  confron ts C h r is t ia n i ty  i s  not C h r is t’s enem ies^ Per-^ 
aecu tio n  has S v e r  done much harm to  the  in n e r  l i f e  of the Church as such . The r e a l  
r e l ig io u s  problem e x is ts  i n  the  sou ls of those of us who in  t h e i r  h e a rts  b e liev e  n 
God, and who recognize t h e i r  o b lig a tio n  to  love Him and serve H im -z e t do not*

Something More To Think About*

lfYat do not I ir Are *we face to  face in  our own ranks w ith  a spec ies of d t i h s t l e f  ? 
our m oral’p a ra ly s is ?  How many m illio n s  o f such moral p a ra ly t ic s  th e re  a re  in  the  world 
todav i How many th e re  a re  among us who s t i l l  nom inally c lin g  to  the outward lormo 
the  F a i th  b u t w ith o u t a l iv in g  f a i t h  l a  C h ris t and ev ery th in g  He stands f o r i

Our w i l l s  do not r e a l ly  belong to  God, s in ce  we have no g re a t scrup les  in  d isobeying  
Him o r H is r e p re s e n ta t iv e s . We r e ta in  a c e r ta in  lo y a lty  to  the  C atholic so c ie ty  in  
which we l iv e ,  r e ta in  the name of C atho lics  bu t our f a i th  i s  no t l iv in g  and s tro n g  
because i t  seldom fin d s exp ressio n  in  v i r i l e  C h r is t - l i f e  a c t iv i ty .

The r e a l  problem o f u n b e lie f  among those  of us who p ro fess  to  knoŵ  C h ris t and what 
He s tan d s  f o r  i s  not focused on in t e l l e c tu a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  but on the w i l l .  We know 
what has to  be done but seem m orally  unable to  take more than  the f i r s t  s tro n g  s tep s
fo rw ard .

In  an a ly z in g  the problem o f u n b e lie f  f o r  those  ou tside  the Church,^Thomas Merton main­
ta in s  th a t  the  same p r in c ip le  which w i l l  re so lv e  t h e i r  problem a p p lie s  a u  vhe way 
from th e  f i r s t  a c t  of f a i t h  to  the h ig h e s t degree of C h ris tia n  p e rfe c tio n .

We recognize our o b lig a tio n  to  love C h ris t and serve Him—y et do not w ith  our whole 
h e a r t ,  so u l, mind, and body. We make re se rv a tio n s , f a i l  to  launch out in to  the deep. 
"U nbelief th a t  r e a l ly  p re se n ts  a problem is  cen tered  not in  th e  mind bu t in  the H iii*  
And S t .  Augustine long ago made i t  q u ite  p la in  th a t  one of the main reasons why th e  
w i l l  re fu se s  to  go in to  a c t io n . . . is  th a t  i t  fe a rs  to  nay the &r io o . ' The same 
a c t i v i t y  of grace which a t t r a c t s  us to  accep t the  WHOLE C h ris t warns us th a t  th is  
accentance w i l l  demand a tran sfo rm a tio n  of our whole s p i r i tu a l  l i f e .  We w i l l  no t only 
have" t o  change our whole outlook on l i f e ,  bu t we w i l l  have to  b raas  loose ..-on old 
h a b its  which hold us in  fftma possession*  This brand "of l iv in g  fa iun  in  C h ris t ^oan

is  a t  s tak e?


