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The Teglon of Decency.

Lagt summer the Internatlional Cathollc Cinema Office met in Lucerne, Switzerland, to
discugs among other things the responsibilitiss of a Cathollc film critic. Priest
and layman delegates agreed that the responsibllity for the moral classification of
movies belonge, not to the critlc, but to the teaching maglsterium of the Church,
partlcularly the Bishope and those whom they appoint for the purpose. Our Wational
legion of Deconcy 18 the volce of our Bishops on movis morality. |

In reviewing a movie of artlgtic merit, which ls unfavorably classified from the norl
polnt of view, "the critic mugt above all things be truthful. , . While dealing witn
the artlstlc qualitles of the film he must give, In his review, due proportion to .=
offlcial moral objectlons: & mere mention of these 1s not sufficisnt,”

It 1s the Ieglon of Decency's moral classification, not the critic's, which carriss
wlth it official recommendation or a warning and an obligation to stay away from
morally obJectionable movies.

This gervice which 1s provided by the Iegion of Decency is often wasted effort. But
that does not destroy the Intrinsic value of such service. Warnings may arouse the

curloslty of Catholics wealk In thelr falth; for obhers 1t 1s a test of faith and an

opportunity to prove thelr loyality to the Church. Loyallbty involves obedience, and
1t was Christ Who said: "If he will not hear the Church, let him be to thee as the

heathen and the publican.” ,

Shov_Pesentment.

His #xcellency, Bilshop John F. Noll of Fort Weyne, in & lead editorial in a recent
isaue of OUR SUNDAY VISITOR urges all Catholics to renew the pledge of the Leglion of
Decency, which they take on the Sunday within the Octave of the Immaculate Concephion.

Thls pledge, the Bishop says, obligates Catholics to rerain away not only from "C"
wovies, but also from the "B". Pistures are rated "3, Section 1," which are sultable
for everyons, including chlldren, and "4, Section 11," which are objectionsbls in part
and, therefore, unsulted for children, but tolerated for adults. Bub the "BY pictures,
a8 well as the "C", should not be patronized by any Catholic,

Our Bilshop also points out that while Catholics should not atbend any "BY movie, they
particularly should not for a long time patronize the theatre which scheduled a "o
ploture but failled to show 1t only because of protests,

Well-meaning advisors will probably upbrald us for singling out STREETCAF NAMED DES-
IFE. 48 a stage play it is condemned as complstely objsctionable. A8 a movie it ig
clasgllfied by the Leglon of Decency as a YB" picture because of suggestive dlalogue
and scensd, and low moral tone. Movis critle William Mooring said that no attempt

wag uwade to avold explolting emotional disordsrs ?@@@lting in utter debagement. . .
Sign magazine says of it: "This casgs history of a sordid enisods 18 neither edifying -
nor entertaining. . ., It 1s not rscommended for any audience."

£ Natlonal Ieglon of Decency List is posted in the Dillon Hall pamphlet room.

core Poor Sould Are Poor Suckers,

But through no fault of thelr own. The predication 1s crude, but Judging from lagt
year'g nuuber of ligte of decoased there will be many Poor Souls who have gong, brothers.
friends and pals on campus who will do nothing to baill thom out with praysrg, Mosgas

and Indulgences., . . Let's see lmprovement this year. . . Deposilt your lists of da-
ceased 1n the hoxes at Dillon, Howard and Cavansugh pamphlet racks.



