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The Legion of Decency*

la s t  summer the Internationa1 Catholic Cinema Office met tin luceine, Switzerland, to 
die cuss among other things title respons ib l l i t le s  of a Catholic film  c r lt l  o. Fries t  
and layman delegates agreed that the reepona ib 1 l l t y  for the moral class i f  lent! on of 
movies be longs, not to  the c r it ic ,  but to  the teaching mglsterium of the Church, 
particularly the Bishops and those whom they appoint for the purpose. Our Wat Iona 3.
Be gion of De coney is  the voice of our Bishops on movie morality *

In reviewing a movie of art is  t  lc  merit, which is  unfavorably c las e lf  led from the moral 
point of view, "the crlt lc  must above a 11 things be truthful * , . While (Sea ling w ith  
the a r tis t ic  qualities of the film  he must give, in  his review, due proportlon to 9 
off Id a  1 moral objections: a mere ment ion of these is  not su fficient

It is  the legion of Decency*s moral c la ssiflea tion , not the c r it ic 's , which carries 
with till; o ff ic ia l recommendatlon or a warning and an obligation to stay away from 
morally objeotion&ble movies.

This service wbich is  provided by the leglon of Decency is  often wasted e ffo r t , But 
that does not destroy the in trinslc value of such service. W&rnings m y arouse the 
curiosity of Oatholics weak in their fa ith ; for others i t  is  a te st  of fa 1th and an 
opportunity to  prove the ir  loya l i t y  t  o the Church* loys l l t y  Involves obed lenos, and 
i t  was Christ Who sa id : "If he if i l l  not hear the Church, le t  him be t  o thee as the
heathen and the publican."

Show Resentment.
I I I  — »  I - N W . I M ' I  1 1 W H  I I    -  m

His Excellency, Bishop John F. Noll of Fort Wayne, in a lead e d ito r ia l  in  a recent 
issue of ODE SUNDAY VISITOR urges a l l  Catholics to  renew the pledge of the legion of 
Decency, which they take on the Sunday w ithin the Octave of the Immaculate Conception#

This pledge, the Bishop says, obligates Catholics to  resain  away not only from "c" 
movies, but also  from the "B". Pictures are rated "A, Section 1," which are su itab le  
fo r everyone, incluoIng children, and "A, Section 11 ,” which are objectionable in  part 
and, therefore, unsuited fo r children, but to le ra ted  fo r  a d u lts , But the "B" p ic tu re s , 
as w ell as the "C", should not be patronized by any Catholic.

Our Bishop also  points out tha t while Catholics should not attend any "B” movie, they 
p a rticu la rly  should not fo r  a long time patronize the theatre which scheduled a ”C" 
picture but fa iled  to  show i t  only because of p ro te s ts .

Well-meaning advisors w ill probably upbraid us fo r  singling out STBEETCAE IIAMSD DFS- 
IKE, As a stage play i t  is  condemned as completely objectionable, As a movie i t  is  
c lass ified  by the legion of Decency as a ”B" p icture because of suggestive dialogue 
and scenes, and low moral tone. Movie c r i t ic  William Mooring said th a t no attempt 
was made to avoid exploiting emotional disorders re su ltin g  in u tte r  debasement. . .
Sign magazine says of i t :  "This case h is to ry  of a sordid episode is  ne ither edifying •
nor en tertain ing . . , I t  is  not recommended fo r any audience."

A National la  gion of Decency L ist is posted in the Dillon H all pamphlet room.

Some Poor Souls Are Poor Suckers.

But through no fa u lt of th e ir  own. The predication is crude, but judging from la s t  
year's  number of l i s t s  of deceased there w ill bo many Poor Souls who have sons, brothers, 
friends and pals on campus who w ill  do nothing to  b a ll  thorn out with prayers, Masses 
and indulgences, , , L et's see improvement th is  year. . . Deposit your l i s t s  of de­
ceased in the boxes, a t  D illon, Howard and Cavanaugh pamphlet racks.


