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Wear A Chin On Your Shoulder.

I t  i s  a dead giveaway of h is  weak c h a ra c te r  i f  a man bases h is  moral a c tio n s  on what 
h is  p a ls  might th in k , say  or do . A p re t ty  accu ra te  d e f in i t io n  of c h a ra c te r  is  " l i f e  
dominated by p r in c ip le s ."  And as  long as We a re  ad d ressin g  C atho lics we say of char
a c te r ;  L ife  dominated by C h r is t 's  p r in c ip le s .

Young men reared  in  good C atho lic  fam ilie s  norm ally have an in s t in c t iv e  av ers io n  f o r  
sexy, immoral c o n v e rsa tio n s . Yet no t a l l  p roducts  of such C atholic  environments have 
the f ig h t in g  s p i r i t —c a l l  i t  "g u ts"  i f  you w i l l —to  face  up* to  a s i tu a t io n  where these  
f in e  in s t in c t s  a re  ch a llen g ed .

Few who c la s s ify  them selves as good C h ris tian s  condone f i l t h y  c o n v e rsa tio n s . But In  
p ra c tic e  what do th ey  do to  su p ress  them? Are they  a f r a id  of a  punch In  the  nose?
Or a re  th ey  ashamed of p u r i ty  and decency?

"Blessed a re  the  c lean  of h e a r t ,  f o r  they s h a l l  see God." This B ea titu d e , d ire c te d  
to  th e  in d iv id u a l,  has s o c ia l  im p lic a tio n s . I f  you have any f ig h tin g  blood in  your 
veins a t  a l l ,  wear a ch ip  on your shou lder w ith  regard  to  f a i t h  and morals and de
cency, o r warm th e  bench w hile th e  Church M ili ta n t  s lu g s  1* out w ith  th e  D evil to  
save s o u ls .  I f  your f a i t h  i s n ' t  w orth f ig h t in g  f o r ,  chances a re  i t  i s n ' t  s tro n g  
enough to  save your s o u l .

Rockne once asked a mild-mannered ta c k le : "What can I  do to  male you mad?" The young
Joe A tla s  r e p l ie d : "Take away my fo o d ."  Whether o r n o t Rockne tin k e red  w ith  the  b o y 's
d ie t  we do no t know, b u t the  lad  was l a t e r  mentioned on se v e ra l All-American team s.

I t  i s  n o t our in te n t io n  to  tak e  away your good food! But th e re  ought to  be some way 
of a ro u s in g  your sense of decency to  make i t  more m i l i t a n t . F a th e r Charles (C hristopher 
K e lle r  m ain tains th a t  le s s  th an  1$ of humanity have caused most of the  w o rld 's  major 
problem s. I f  a n o th e r i f ,  he contends, go as a p o s to lic  workers in to  the  m arketplace 
to  r e s to re  what th e  o th e r  i f  a re  working fu r io u s ly  t o  d e s tro y , th e re  c e r ta in ly  would 
be a tre n d  f o r  th e  b e t t e r .

Apply F a th e r  K e l le r 's  p r in c ip le  to  the  campus, not only  in  regard  to  p ro fa n ity  and 
d i r ty  co n v e rsa tio n s , bu t in  regard  to  f i l t h y  l i t e r a tu r e  and suggestive  p in -u p s . I t ' s  
about tim e f o r  Gasper M ilquetoast to  wise up, f le x  h is  m uscles. T here 's  too  much 
slum bering courage, to o  much wasted t a l e n t s ,  too  much "do noth ing" to  s u i t  u s.

You have to  wear a ch ip  on your shou lder t o  keep the "dig" in  your in d ig n a tio n . The 
m a jo rity  a re  righ t-m inded  and c lean  of speech. The m a jo rity , th e re fo re , should san c tic  
the  c lea n  to n e . No d i r t y  t a l k  a t  a l l  should be to le ra te d  on a campus ded icated  to  the 
V irg in  Mother of God. W e're no t ta lk in g  abou t occasiona l h e l l s  and damns. I t ' s  barn 
yard p ro fa n ity , words a sso c ia te d  w ith  sew ers, Men's Rooms, houses of s in ,  In te r la rd e d  
w ith  Names th a t  a re  sacred  in  heaven and on e a r th .  . . t h a t 's  what w e 're  a f t e r .  So 
should you.

More th an  th a t  to o . No man w ith  an ounce of s e l f - r e s p e c t  w i l l  brag about drunkenness. 
The s ick en in g  boasts  about im p u rity , the  loathsome j e s t s  about the  a c t  of procratL on. .
, t h i s  i s  ro tten n ess  th a t  sm ells to  high heaven.

D on 't l e t  them (the  if,7)  get away w ith  i t .  Dare to  be d i f f e r e n t . . . because: "He th a t  
s h a l l  be ashamed of me, and of ray words, i n  t h i s  ad u lte ro u s and s in f u l  genera tions the 
Son of man a ls o  w i l l  be ashamed of him, when he s h a l l  come in  the  g lo ry  of Hie F a th e r 
w ith  th e  ho ly  a n g e ls . ”

* *  * *  * #  * »  m #  * *  * * * * * * * * *

Note; The Third Order of S t .  F ranc is  conducts weekly c lasses  (Thursdays a f t e r  n ig h t 
prayers) on how to  se rv e  Mass—Log Chapel. B ring  your own m issa l.


