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A S to ry  For October

On O ctober 13 , 1917, a  p ro d ig y  took  p la c e  a t  Fatim a i n  P o r tu g a l .  There 
c m v  7 0 ,JjQ peop le  wno w itn e s se d  t a i s  wonder — a much l a r g e r  grown th an  
could  crowd in to  our s tad ium  a t  Notre Dame. Why th e  crowd? Because th e  
d a te ,  h o u r , and p la c e  o f  th e  m ira c le  had been p r e d ic te d .

The m ira c le
cf  F a tim a. The m orning o f October 13 was w et, gloomy, and

c e n te re d  around Our B lessed  Mother and th re e  l i t t l e  c h i ld re n

f c r e t o l l  had bscome a  oc
c o ld ,, _ „ , _ The spot

- of muci. The piIgrims wore the.roughly drenched. 
Yet, in  sp ite  o f the d m lness o f  the day, the snn suddenly appeared in  a 
patch of blue sky. I t  was very b r igh t, but not d a zz lin g . " " " ' "
stra igh t at i t .

One 2ould  look

;no wcnaer s t ^ r t o o , 
tu rn e d  g id d i ly  on i t s e l f , 
enormous beams o f  l i g h t . 
and v i o l e t , t o  o th e r  t

The is un began t  o d an ce . I t  trem bled  and f i n  i l l y  
l i k e  c. wheel of f i r e , c as t i n g  i n  a l l  d i r e  c t io n s  
The bea%s changed in  c o lo r  from g reen , r e 1 , b l u e , 

i t s  . A l l  th e  c c lo r s  wei'e r e f  l a  c to d  in  si nc s t  f n n t  as 
tiv. ^annei th e  c i.cuds, t r e e s , ro c-is , th e  e a r t h , and on th e  c lo th in g  and 
face  s; c f  th e  crowd * Tki s wont on f o r  fo u r  m inute s ; and th e n  th e  w hir l i n g  
stopped . Then a l l  th e  f ire w o rk s  began a g a in . I t  was v i s i b l e  
ra d iu s  o f  tw en tv ~ fiv e  r i l e s .

" i th in  a

Then The Sun F e l l

The c lim ax  c f  t h i s  wonder was th e  f a l l  o f  th e  sun from i t s  p la c e  i n  the 
h eav en s . This was th e  phenomenon t h a t  b rou g h t th e  crowd to  make Acts
Sorrow, and lev sun l e f t  i t s  p la c e  in  th e  skv andc f  God. The sp in n in  
began f a l l i n g  in  a  z igzag  manner upon th e  crowd below , sending  ou t in tense  
h e a t .  Tlie crowd was t e r r i f i e d ,  and p rep ared  f o r  d e a th .  Thousands f e l l  •: 
t h e i r  knees in  th e  mud, and made Acts o f  Sorrow f o r  t h e i r  s in s .  Then the 
sun z ig zag ea  i t s  way back to  i t s  normal p la c e  in  th e  sky. When th e  m a p le  
were convinced  t h a t  th e  danger was o v e r ,  th e y  s h o u te d : " "M irac le , m ira c le !
P ra ise d  be th e  B le ssed  V irg in :"
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th e r e  wore s c o f f e r s  in  th e  c ro ifd . 
th e  h a rd e s t  h i t  b^/ t h e i r  e x p e r ie n c e ;
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:s to  Our B lessed  Lady, 
and th e y  l e f t  th e  plv.ee- c 
i n ,  and genuine lo v e  r o r

■P.1.

There was a d iv in e  p u r - ru e  b eh in d  t h i s  m ira c le .  B efore  t h i s  e v e n t , Cur 
Lody had apneorW  rmnv t i r .u s  to  th e  th re e  c h i ld re n ,  and had
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