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Today i s  A lso C hristinas
TVrr* r->ntitf~~~‘-Ttr>i#»rn >*r “ w w w i  i t w r iii* n  w 'i — >n o n 'i■ «# Vi*■■■'■ mW inW m W * . " * *

f  your fa m ily  i s  a t r i f l e  o ld - fa s h in n e d ;  and i f  you d id n * t d e c o ra te  you r C hristm as 
ro e  u n t i l  s h o r t ly  b e fo re  C hristm as i t s e l f ,  chancesare  i t  w i l l  n o t be  talcen down 
m t i l  tomorrow# %9hy? Because to d ay  i s  l i t t l e  C hristm as, T hat*s th e  way we u sed  
o do i t  i n  thy  f a r - o f f  days b e fo re  m erchants began to  g r in d  ou t c a r o l s ,  and eck  
he m erchandise marcs w ith iv y  th e  day a f t e r  Thanksgiving*—  the  b e t t e r  to t s t im u la te  
he mad ru sh  o f C hristm as sh o p p e rs ; an d , in c id e n ta l ly ,  to  s e p a ra te  you  from ev ery  
lime you l a i d  a s id e  th ro u g h o u t th e  y e a r!

!n our e r a ,  b y  ^ h r is tn a s  m orning we a r e  so  w eary of l ig h te d  t r e e s ,  c a r o l s ,  
ad t i n s e l ,  and  j i n g l e s ,  and phony g iv in g  o f  g i f t s ,  t h a t  we want t o  f o r g e t  th e  whole 

fo lid ay  w ith  i t s  iv y ,  and h o l ly ,  an d  m is t l e to e .  th i s  t im e , even th e  h arm less  
T e s t in g ,  *%Ierry C hristm as t o  y o u l"  i s  so  w o e fu lly  t r i t e ,  i t  g iv e s  you  p a in s  a l l  overl

-here m s  a  t im e , though , when we observed C h r i 't r o s  p ro p e r ly  — a f t e r  f ^ r  weeks of 
id v e n t .  Ye ^ ra y a d , and  f a s t e d ,  and m ed ita ted  o u ic t ly  oh "the w o n d erfu l ev en t t h a tt*. «»*• «r i f  .*i, <k

i&s to  come. An/, ve moved g r a c e f u l ly  in to  C hristm as w ith  a  g r e a t  sen se  of awe an d  
ushed ex p ec tan cy , and s p i r i t u a l  jo y ,  a t  th e  m irac le  of the  b i r t h  o f  Our lo rd*  Hot 
e in g  in  any  /z u z t  h u r ry  to  lo s e  t h i s  a tm osphere by p lu n g in g  in to  th e  humdrum o f  our 
ro s a ic  e x is te n c e ,  we too k  12 days to  r e j o i c e .  That was th e  custom o f th e  e n t i r e  
e s te m  w orld  — in  th e  o ld  days b e fo re  Jan u ary  C learance s a le s #

odJy — % 12 th  ay  — i s  th e  ?e% st o f th e  Epiphany — a m ajo r f e a s t  in  th e  Church,
'ven as l a t e  a s  th e  tim e of E l is a b e th  I ,  of E ngland , Shakespeare was o rd e red  by Her 

s^v  to  c a r ry  o u t th e  o ld  custom  of c e le b r a t in g  t h i s  f e a s t  by  e n te r ta in in g  th e  
o u r t  m a t  ev en in g . F o r la c k  o f a b e t t e r  name, he sim ply c a l l e d  h i s  f a r e i a l  wodc, 

tw e l f t  '"i h t .

)

iIpiphany i s  a Ora ok w ord , meaning **to show to "  —  and r e c a l l s  the  m a n ife s ta t io n  o: 
>ur lo r d  to  th e  l a u t i l e s ,  i n  th e  p e rso n s  o f th e  th re e  k in g ly  J is e  lien  who say and  
a llow ed  th e  s t a r ,  and a r r iv e d  a t  Bethlehem  some days a f t e r  H is b i r t h ,  and  a f t e r  
i s  m a n ife s ta t io n  to  th e  Jew ish shepherds*

ou w i l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  th e  "Yise Hen b ro u g h t g i f t s  to  Him — u ro h ab ly  th e  n r l / i n  o f
» *• V . if ( f  r

r  p re s e n t  custom  o f  y i v l n ; / i f t s  * Even to d ay , some p o r tio n s  of th e  O r ie n ta l  
nurcb c o n fin e  t h e i r  " C h r i s ta s  c e le b ra t io n s  t o  th i s  p a r t i c u l a r  day*

f  you used y o u r  a i .s s a l  a t  . .a s s ,  t h i s  m orning, you caught th e  theme o f  the Epiphany
s&lm — peace  and j u s t i c e ;

" In  H is h y s  s h a l l  no ce ' nd j u s t i c e  s n r in ^  un, n l  to n  1 nee
V  W» La.* e l « V A . t r

o f TT:.cc . , . and :%1 l: in -s  of th e  e a r th  s h a l l  a kr*e * ; a l l  
n a t io n s  if a l l  se rv e  Him * . # a l l  n a tio n s  s h a l l  vi*"

t  o yo- r  1 vo iod  #  r y ,  the  IF '# -n r of t  u if H id . 7 - 'a  < f  P -^ lan  Year 
" * 'on 'Uf fu  11('*> 1/ one of y ^ r  p r :y n v ; '/* '-or 'o r  o wool:., f" o - w %

F r a y ^ ; re im o sted

.Of;

I , r r

Don BhuhljhVi«'r ' ' f  fkivamiu h ;  of ] Jo h n
o . t # ;  rathor . V  ro \  fn irn; -%us Hr'7:1. J .  f^ n c r ,  (IfJ;

'  ̂ *37; ' / » r j Jha n.on, O f;  f  t  'T - bn 1 ,  rowu uf "youa
/.«ic\t, *,.4; IJrs * d'dl^on uiulan, "it n r  f  Jd ;dii

<y
*

/ I -  fcor s’'*> '■ n '*-•* Bmi-iufMr’hj r  Vi o r  ■? I'o Vwr : o f, - j r  o f  F r ,
V o k , ;;i -ber of vr;»-, r-i foubfn  «2;»j f  r lo o d  -<0i,o i?(> j  - ,n „


