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foyour fﬁmxiv is a trifle old-fashinned; and if wyou diin't decorate your €hristmas

ortly bafore Christmas 1nsalf, chancesare 1t will mot be taken down
Yhy? Recause today is Little Christmas, That's the way we used
far-off days before werchants began to mrind oub carols, and eck

she merchandise marcs 7ith ivy the day after Thanksgiving.-- the betier to.stimulate
he =wad rush of Chri.tmas shoppers; and, incidentally, to sepamate you from avery
lime wou laid aside throuwrhout the y@arl

raee 1L§tll u;
ntil *mmarrwﬁ.
0 do it in the
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noour era, by Thristaas worning we are so weary of 1ichtbed tress, carols,

tnd binsel, and jingles, and phony giving of s#ifts, that we sant to for et the whole
foliday vith its ivy, and holly, and mistletoe., Ry this time, even tho harmless
Trating, Wlerery Onristmes to youl' is so woefully trite, it ~ives you pains all over]
here was a tinme, tn&uéb, vien we observed Christrmas nroperly - after foor weeks of
dvent, Je prayed, and fasied, snd peditated guietly onthe wrondorful svent that
Vo5 bo come. And ve moved 3ﬁaaefﬁllv into Christmas with a grest sense of awe and

ushed expechancr, and spiritual 30y, at the miracle of the birth of Our Lord. Ilot

eing in any -~rosh hurry to 1 o036 this atmosphere by plmging inte the huadrum of our

-wgﬁalﬂ axistencs, we tonk 12 days %0 rejoica. That ws the custom of the entire
stern world - in the old days “betore Jamuary Clearance salec,

O3y - tha 12Eh Ay - 18 the Verst of the Epiphany -~ a major feast in the Church,

I, of England, ﬁ%akaﬁm@ar wes ordersd by Her
caelsvrating this fesst i by anbertaining the

aebder name, he sieply called his farcial work,
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wven as late as the tine
‘ajasty to darey out the
ourt that evenin:. For

welft Tight,

niphany is 2 freck word, eaning "to show tot —- and recalls the manifestation of
ur Lord to the 7z L11ﬂ$, in the par.@ns of the three kingly Jise llen who sagzan&
'ollowed the sbtar, and arrived at BRethlshen some days after Mis birth, af ter
manifesta’ to the Jewish shepherds,
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onn will recall that LH@ "ise n of

e prasent custom of viving

Men brousnt zifts to Him -= prohably the orisi
s1ftts. Even today, sone ma?thnm the @v’eﬂtal

f‘s
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ureh eonfine their ﬂnrl tmes celehrations to “his pmﬂ*lﬂﬁlwr day .
£ wou used your alssal at  ass, this worning, you caught the theme of the Epiphany
salm —-- pedee ard jusbice:

. e s 2 vt an e wase rraned e Tane onele
"In His days ce nd justice spring un, ond abun
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af retice o . . amd 11 dnos of the earth shrll adore s 211
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natices ¢'2ll serve Him o, o . all vations shall asondfy blan
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