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3. V is i ts
On The "Annunciation’j. V  R o s a r i e s . . . . . . .

"Thereupon His Majesty announced to  a l l  the other angels th a t  the time of the Re­
demption had come and th a t he had commanded i t  to  be brought to  the -world withou 
delay; fo r already, in  th e ir  own presence, the most holy Mary had been prepared 
and adorned to  be h is  Mother, and had been exalted to the supreme d ign ity , -he 
heavenly s p i r i t s  heard the voice of th e ir  Creator, and with g rea t joy an an &
giving fo r the fu lf illm en t of His e te rna l and p e rfec t w i l l . .•

"The supernal prince Gabriel, obeying with singular d e lig h t the divine command 
and accompanied by many thousands of beau tifu l angels in  v is ib le  forms, descen e 
from heaven. The appearance of the great prince and leg a te  was that^of a most 
handsome youth; h is  face emitted resplendent rays o f l ig h t ,  h is  bearing was grave 
and m a jes tic ...an d  more of godlike q u a li t ie s  than a l l  the other angels u n t i l  then 
seen in  v is ib le  form by the heavenly M istress. He wore a diadem of exquisite  
splendor, and h is  vestments glowed in  various co lors of re fu lgen t beauty. On h is  
b rea s t he bore a most beau tifu l cross, d isclosing  th e  mystery of the Incarnation  
which he had come to announce. . . This c e le s t ia l  army with th e ir  princely  ea^er, 
holy G abriel, d irected  th e ir  f l ig h t  to  Nazareth, a town of the province of G alilee  
to  th e  dwelling place of the most holy Mary. This was a humble cottage and her 
chamber was a narrow room, bare of a l l  those fu rn ish ings which a r s won o e 
used by the world in  order to  hide i t s  own meanness and want of a l l  higher goo s. 
The heavenly M istress was a t th is  time 14 years, 6 months, and 17 days of age ..

" . . .T h e  heavenly Queen was well proportioned and t a l l e r  than is  usual with o ther 
maidens of her age; yet extremely elegant and p e r fe c t . Her face was ra th er o -  
long than round, gracious and b eau tifu l, without leanness; i t s  complexion c le a r ,  
y e t of a s l ig h tly  brownishness; her forehead spacious yet symmetrical; her eye­
brows o erfec tly  arched; her eyes large and serious, of in c red ib le  beauty and 
dovelike sweetness, dark in  color with a mixture tending toward green; her nose 
s t ra ig h t  and well shaped; her mouth small, with red-colored  l i p s . . .A l l  J ie ^ g i- ts  
of nature in  Her were so symmetrical and b ea u tifu l ,  th a t no o ther human being 
ever had the l ik e .  To look on Her caused fee lin g s  of love and rev e ren tia l  f e a r . .

"Her garements were humble and poor, yet clean, of a dark s ilv e ry  hue, arranged 
and worn without pretense, but with modesty and p ro p rie ty . She was engaged in  
the highest contemplation concerning the m ysteries which the Lord had renewed in  
Her, assuring Her th a t h is  Only Begotten Son would soon descend to assume human
form .. . "

"In order th a t  the mystery of the Most High might be fu l l  i l l e d ,  the holy arch- 
angel Gabriel, accompanied by innumerable angels in -v is ib le  forms, entered in  o 

'  the chamber where the most holy Mary was praying. I t  was on a Thursday, at 
o 'c lock  in  the evening. The g rea t modesty and r e s t r a in t  of the Princess oi 
heaven did not permit Her to  look a t him more than was necessary to recognize 
him ao an angel" of the Lord...She in her usual hum ility  wished to do him rever­
ence. The holy Prince would not allow i t ;  on the contrary he himsel. bowed pro­
foundly as before h is  Qu«on -and M istress, in  whom he adored the heavenly myster­
ie s  of His Greater. At the same tirao he understood.. . th a t  as human nature was 
ra ised  to  tin- Ugnity of God himself in  the person of the Word, men now hel-i the
po sitio n  of adopted ch ildren , of companions and brethren  of the a n g e ls . . ."
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