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dnil?; in  Snored H e a rt ,

U n iv e rs i ty  o f  N otre Dame 
R e lig io u s  B u l l e t in  

C atcher 2^ , 19$!' cr
Fami l y  Rosary l a t e r  a t  n ig h t  
I n  every h a l l  on cam.puo .

Q uestion  o f  th e  Week

Query; An e n lig h te n e d  Upperclassman c la im s t h a t  he can see  p i c t u r e s  l i s t e d  under th e  
^  ^  "B" l i s t  by th e  Legion o f Decency, w ith o u t any d e tr im e n t  to  h i s  m oral l i f e ,

I s  th e r e  any s in  on h i s  p a r t  i f  he a t te n d s  such p i c tu r e s ?

R eply : "The re a so n  why th e  Legion o f Decency p u ts  a p i c tu r e  on th e  "B" l i s t i n g  i s  th e
p resum ption  t h a t  i t  i s  dangerous to  th e  m orals o f  seme p e r s o n s , because  i t  i s  

o b je c t io n a b le  i n  p a r t .  I f  a  p e rso n  ch a in s  t h a t  i s  n o t  In ju re d  m ora lly  uy such  
p i c t u r e s ,  wc can presume th a t  he i s  speak ing  th e  t r u t h ;  though sometimes f u r t h e r  
q u e s t io n in g  w i l l  r e v e a l  t h a t  a c tu a l ly  th e a e  p ic  Lures a rc  e x e r t in g  a  bad In f lu e n c e  on 
him. However, e^en though th e  "B" p i c tu r e s  a re  n o t  harm fu l t o  him p e r s o n a l ly ,  th e  
q u e s t io n  o f  scanda l  must a ls o  b e  c o n s id e re d . I f  a C a th o lic  h a b i tu a l ly  a t te n d s  such  
m ovies, h i s  example i s  l i k e ly  to  lead  o th e r s  a s t r a y , s in ce  o th e r s  may be harmed mo­
r a l ly  by th e s e  f i lm s .  At m ost, an o c c a s io n a l  a tten d a n c e  a t  such p i c tu r e s  m ight be 
p e rm is s ib le  even to  th o se  who c la im  t h a t  th ey  a re  n o t  in ju r e d  by them. The Legion 
o f Decency l i s t i n g  o f f e r s  a  p ru d e n t ,  even though no t a u t h o r i t a t i v e ,  norm as to  what 
1* o b je c t io n a b le  or n o t  o b je c t io n a b le  from th e  m oral s ta n d p o in t .  And, c e r t a i n l y ,  any 
C a th o lic  who ta k e s  th e  p ledge o f  th e  Legion o f  Decency should  have some reg ard  f o r  
th e  standards**'*

----R ev*  F ra n c is  J* C on n e ll, C .Ss. R.

Then th e r e  i s  th e  movie t h a t  m ight be p r o h ib i te d  by th e  B ishop o f  a  d io ce se  - -u n d e r  
p a in  o f m o r ta l  s in .  Such p r o h ib i t io n  would app ly  to  a l l  C a th o l ic s ,  r e g a rd le s s  o f  
i n d iv id u a l  c o n sc ie n c e s ,  in d iv id u a l  t a s t e s ,  o r  in d iv id u a l  a t t i t u d e s .  Such p r o h ib i t i o n s  
woula adm it no e x c e p tio n s  w hatsoever.

What About Y o u rs e lf?

Some y e a rs  ag o , Arnold Lunn, th e  famous E n g lish  convert and c o n t r o v e r s i a l i s t ,  l e c tu r e d  
a t  Wotrc Dame. The b e s t  testim ony  t o  h i s  prowess on th e  p la t fo rm  i s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  ha 
f . r d s  i c  more end more d i f f i c u l t ,  and o f  l a t e  im p o ss ib le , t o  f in d  anyone to  d eb a te  
w ^th him. "A man's a  f o o l , "  sa id  Frank Sheed once, " to  ta k e  th e  p la t fo rm  a g a in s t  Lunn, 
Nobody can b e a t  him i n  c o n tro v e rsy . His mind works l ik e  g reased  l ig h t e n in g ."
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In  L iv e rp o o l once, Lunn went s to rm ing  i n t o  Communist h e a d q u a r te r s ,  po s in g  as a corn- 
rude  and demanding a t  th e  top  o f  h i s  v o ice  t h a t  th e  p a r ty  o r a to r s  s to p  running  away 
fm m  lu n n , " I t  g iv es  Marxism a  b la c k  e y e ,"  he shou ted , "when we r e fu s e  to  deno te  
w i th  t h a t  man* Everybody th in k s  Marxism c a n ' t  be defended , I  demand t h a t  som ething 
be  done abou t i t ."

The comrades assu red  him s'-eLhingly t h a t  r c jy ih ln g  w ould. " I  hope s o ,"  growled Lunn, 
f'dglng toward th e  d o o r, "Lccavce I 'm  Lunn, < a 1 need seme o p p o n en ts ."  And ou t Le 
3lim ned - -  t o  th e  bew ilderm ent o f  th e  comrades.

lirw w e ll  do you do th e  job o f e x p la in in g  th e  F a i th  and th e  a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  Church to  
o u ts id e r s ?  A re c e n t  r e l l r i o u s  Survey o f the  campus in d ic a te d  t h a t  of N otre  Dame 
nv a f e l t  them selves  q u a l i f i e d  to  defend the  F a i th  when c a l le d  upon. Tot some o f  th e  
a,: rumeucc now a th e  h q .1 c a s t  doubt on t h a t  s e l f - a s s u ra n c e .

There's a good anawei for every Catholic b e l ie f ,  point of view, and a+titud*. You 
find I t  at the pamphlet racks. Make ure cf them, spread the Faith in your own 

orb it, Purdue co-eds who argued with you last weekend may n^ver talk to a priest 1 
11 ye; flubbed an argument, send a pamphlet. But, i t  i'ii s t ,  yourcelf.

: Lcconned: wife of !rb Uavanoc, b; f r l  \ d  "bf P i l l  b q a lm  c f  Lyors; Phil 
y.nb 'erf ,  2^". 2 1 "  - '^her ef  ;&t B e r r i e n  . f  Donr^e Kennedy, ^a trnr  ef liout

lloueeun i / '  the emmerce Ich :u l ^ c r i t i c a l ) .
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