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The Priest With The Bleeding Hands

The apparent personal sa n c tity  of c e r ta in  people now liv in g  comes up occasionally  fo r 
d iscussion  among students* Sometime ago, the press ca rried  a story  concerning an 
I ta l ia n  Capuchin monk, Padre Pio, who liv e s  in  a mountain monastery in  I t a l y ,

Padre Pio has Chrlst-llke wounds in him W d#, fa s t , and Bide; and the wounds bleed.
These marks f i r s t  appeared on Padre Pio hack In  1918* He was making h is  thanksgiving 
a f t e r  ce leb ra tin g  Mass, when the wounds appeared and began to  b leed , For a few days 
the  sa in tly  monk hid h is  hands from public view* When one of h is fellow  monks n o ti-  
ced the h lookatains on h is  sleeve, Padre Pio was questioned, And In obedience to  
h is  re lig io u s  superior he to ld  the sto ry  of h is  wounds * Father Charles 0*Donnell,
CSC, l a te r  P resident of Notre Dame, v is ite d  him in  1923, and wrote an account fo r 
the American public in  the Ave M aria,

The wounds w i l l  not submit to  medical trea tm en t* There is  no sign of healing  or in ­
fe c tio n ; and the wounds give o ff  a frag ran t perfume, The only time Padre Pio ex­
poses h ie  hands Is during the ce leb ra tion  of Mass* At a l l  o ther times he wears f i n ­
g erless  g loves, with a small lin en  pad over each wound to  absorb the blood *

This phenomenon is  called  the stigm ata (from the Greek, meaning "marks”) * Since the 
13th century there have been at" le a s t  300 s im ila r occurances * The f i r s t  and most 
famous o f stigm atics was St* Francis of Assisi* The marks, or wounds, correspond to  
those In the  f e e t ,  hands and side of the c ru c ified  C h ris t, And they are accompanied 
by physical pain* Medical science admits the r e a l i ty  - -  b u t stops th e re 2

Why the wounds and the pain? I t  seems to  be a way th a t  C hrist has se lected  fo r the 
ex p ia tio n  o f sin* He sing les out c e r ta in  chosen souls who are w illin g  to  be united 
more c losely  with Him in  His su fferings - -  fo r the sake o f making rep a ra tio n  fo r the 
sins of the  world,

I t  takes Padre Pio two hours to  o ffe r Mass, He experiences g rea t su ffe rin g  during 
th is  tim e, esp ec ia lly  a t  the Consecration and Elevation# I t  Is reported  th a t th is  
sa in tly  man ea ts  but one l ig h t  meal a day, and seldom sleeps more than th ree or four 
hou rs, His nights are spent in  p rayer, and h is  days in  the confessional. During the 
recen t war, many American so ld iers were p riv ileged  to  meet him and to  a s s is t  a t  h is  
Mass. lie bleased a l l  of them, and th e i r  re lig io u s  a r t i c l e s , reg ard less  of th e i r  
n a tio n a lity  *

What does i t  a l l  mean? Simply t h i s : ex traord inary  exp ia tion  of s in  i s  l e f t  to  a few
chosen a o u ls , Yet, Chrleft; asks everyone of ua to  play our p a r t  in  praying and su f­
fe rin g  th a t  is inner s w ill  repent and re tu rn  to  th e  love and serv ice of th e i r  Heavenly 
F ather. He is ays to  u a : "Take up your cross d a ily  and follow  Me" * You are helping
C hrist to  8ave the world when you o ffe r  a p ray e r, or 8ome su ffe rin g , fo r  another,

R ight now we are most concerned with the souls in  Purgatory . The Church centers Her 
a tte n tio n  throughout November on th is  ho ly , h e lp le s 25 group; and t e l l s  us th a t  there 
is  nothing l ik e  the Mas a th a t is  so p ro f i t  ab le  f o r , and 8 0  welcomed b y , them* Are
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you g e ttin g  to  Mass theee days ? The l i t t l e  Inconvenience Involved i s  nothing, by 
comparison w ith the su fferings Padre Pio has "been singled out to  endure. I f  you have 
lagged to  th is  p o in t, s t a r t  tomorrow morning. And a m issal w ill  help your devotion.

H

Deceased: Father Thomas Kearney, CSC; mother of Rev. Terence
HoMah.oti, e d ito r  of the Catholic T ranscrip t (H artford). I l l ;  uncle of P i l l  Carbone.
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