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The Story o f A Christmas Song
'>v

A ll over th e w orld , th is  w .ek , people are sin g in g  the same s«ng, although the words 
are d i f f e r e n t ,  But in  each language the words "bring the same g la d n ess . Some songs 
are more than words and a tune. They have "been on so many l ip s  and in  so many h earts  
th a t they have come to  l i f e .  B ile n t  Might i s  ju s t  such a song; and many people th in k  
o f i t  &8 a fo lk  song;. But i t  I s n * t I n  i t s e l f  i t  i s  a wonderful Christmas s to r y .

On Dec. 24 , 1818, in  an old  v i l l a g e  in  the A ustrian  A lp s , Father Joseph Mohr ea t in  
h is  stu d y , working on h is  Christmas sermon. I t  was even in g , and a lread y some o f  the  
parishoners had begun to  a rr iv e  fo r  Midnight Mass. A knock a t  the door, and a r e ­
quest th a t he come im m ediately "bo b le s s  si new-born in fa n t , took  him to  th e edge o f  
the v i l l a g e . Be entered the poor charcoal maker^as h u t, b le sse d  the ch ild  and mother 
and is e t  out fo r  the p a r ish  church * Walking through th e  s i l e n t  snow, i t  s eemed as 
though the Christmas m iracle  had ju s t  happened before h is  e y e s . Even the fo r e s t  
creatures seemed to  know and keep the peace of the holy n ig h t , Then, from a l l  th e  
mount aim v i l la g e s  near and f a r ,  b e l l s  began to  r in g  and echo from the mountain w a l ls .

Father Mohr o ffered  Midnight Mas s ,  and then went home.  Unable to  s le e p , he sa t  down 
a t h is  desk and put h is  experien ce An paper — the event and the atmosphere o f  th e
even ing. Next day, he showed i t  to  the v i l la g e  schoolm aster, Franz Gruber, who s e t  i t  
to  music * S ince the church organ was broken, Gruber reached fo r  the only instrum ent 
a v a ila b le  an old g u ita r .

And s o , on Christmas Day,  l 8 l 8 ,  as the ch ild red  gathered nu tsid e Father Mohr * s win­
dow , they heard the p r ie s t  and th e  schoolm aster s in g in g  a song th a t was d estin ed  to  
be heard in  a l l  the lands where th ere  i s  Christm as; " S ilen t Might, Holy Might + *,"

A few days a f te r  Christm as, one o f  the most famous organ b u ildera  o f  the (3i s t r l e t ,
Karl Mauracher, stopped a t the v i l l a g e , He was a fr ie n d ly  man, w ith  a lo n g , bushy 
beard , dressed i n  Tyrolean c lo th e s  on which s i lv e r  buttons winked * Re repaired th e  
a ink organ, and then watched as Franz Gruber seated  h im se lf  on the bench and began 
to  p la y . As Gruber s lip p ed  in to  th e  new Christmas m elody, he thought i t  sound ed 
much b e t te r  than on the g u ita r .

The organ b u ild er  l is te n e d  q u ie t ly  and then  asked: "Where did you g e t th a t song If
][tvs never heard i t , Would you mind i f  I  took  I t  w ith  me If Folks back where I l iv e  
would g rea tly  app reciate i t " ,

Father Mohr and Gruber b oth  assured the organ b u ild er  th a t he was welcome to  th e ir  
song* Mauracher thanked h is  f r ie n d s , said good: ay , and s e t  o f f  acrossi the mountaims,
As time went b y , the organ b u ild e r  v is i t e d  hundreds o f  towns throughout A u str ia . And
be cause lie lik ed  to  s in g , the new Christmas song spread quickly from v a lle y  to  v a l ­
ley  , The ch ild ren  learned i t  f i r s t , then th e  grownups; and in  no time at a l l  the  
mountain fo lk  were s in g in g  B ilen t Might  * Because Father Mohr and Franz Gruber had 
been too  modest to  claim  the 15ong fo r  th e ir  own, Mauracher could not say who had 
w ritten  i t . I t  became known as th e  "Song From Heaven".

Then 3 6  years la te r  (1 8 $ 4 ), the son o f  Franz Gruber led  music a u th o r it1es to  h is  aged 
fa th er  who revealed  the au th en tic  story  o f the o r ig in  o f  S ile n t  Mig h t.
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QUICKIES — I f  you miss ed the o f fe r in g  for  the orphans and the poor, y es  terday a t  
Masg, the B u lle t in  (11? D illo n )  w i l l  see  th a t your g i f t  g e ts  to  the Intended ones + .. 
Keep in  mind that~Monday, Wcdnnsday and Friday o f t h i 8 week are Fmber Days.
t o *  t o *  m w  py, M .  t o  * t o

rPAYKPU PWJRSTED — Deneaaed: fr ien d  of Jim F isher o f  F ish er  h a l l .


