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A Good R eso lu tion
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We th in k  o f  New Year*s Day as an occasion  fo r  r e so lu tio n s  — sin in v ita t io n  t o  wipe 
c lea n  th e  s la t e  o f  the p a s t , and w rite  a b e t te r  l i f e  h is to r y  for the fu tu r e . I f
exams kept you to o  busy to  th in k  about r e so lu t io n s  , s ta r t  w ith  the new sem ester . We 
suggeat one in  p a r tic u la r  — one em inently In order:

S c r ip tu r a l sch o la rs a tte  art; th a t  the word "Jesus" means one who s a v es . Chris t ' s mis -  ' 
23ion  was p r e c is e ly  th a t + S a lva tion  and redemption are thus capsuled in to  C h r is t ' is 
very name, Benee, the name should stand fo r  a m ission  o f  lo v e ,  o f  making people  
h o ly , o f  l i f t i n g  them toward God*

But p ro fa n ity  and blasphemy are the n eg a tio n , the c o n tra d lo tio n , th e  turn ing  wrong 
s id e  o u t , o f  th e  meaning o f the word, J e su s* Reverence and r e s p e c t ,  and b le s s in g ,  
are o f  the very essence o f  th e word — and y e t  i t  i s  used fo r  cursing* I t  i s  p er-  
verted  by being employed to  c a l l  down m a led lo tio n s , or a t  l e a s t  to  expresas a  bad 
kind o f  anger, Sometimes the d e v i l  i s  c a lle d  the "Ape o f  God*1 — not in  th e sense  
th a t he im ita te  s God, but th at he mocks God and the th in g s o f  God. The d e v i l  turns 
th in g s  around so  th a t they are used not fo r  th e ir  r ig h t  purpose, but fo r  a contrary  
purpose. Curs in g  or ig in a ted  w ith  the d e v i l ; i t  * a h is  form o f  ex p ress io n ,

Speech i t s e l f  i s  a g i f t  o f  God, given  to  man fo r  a spec i f l c  purpose * -  th a t  he should
g iv e  honor and g lo ry  and gra titu d e  to  God * P rofan ity  and blasphemy are e x c e l le n t  
examples o f th e  misuse o f  one o f Godf s g i f t s  — alm ost l ik e  ta k in g  God i s  g i f t  and 
h u rlin g  i t  back .in to  Cod * s Face to  in s u lt  Him*

Even among pagans a vulgar tongue i s  regarded as uncouth* I t  s ig n a ls  a la ck  o f re­
finem ent , And on the I n te l le c tu a l  l e v e l  i t s  use b etrays a w oefu l lack  o f  vocabu­
lary* A curse i s  an "omnibus ” word — a cover-up fo r  the owner’ s I n t e l le c tu a l  pover­
t y .  Among the unlearned, vulgar words are regarded as a badge o f  d is t in c t io n ,  a
g; ig n  o f  d aring — but only in  the mental slums where s im ila r  mind is are not so  Invem- 
t l v e . To be regarded as a man o f d is t in c t io n  because o f  th is  f l a i r  fo r  m ental gar- 
bage i s  sm all honor, indeed! i

The use o f  p r o fa n ity , in c id e n ta l ly , i s  a ls o  a s ign  o f  m ental la z in e s s  — i t  saves 
us th e  trou b le  o f  th in k ing  — o f using our minds to  search out the vocabulary r e ­
quired to  express p r e c ise  shades o f  meaning, and to  express stron g  em otions• There 
i s  no d is t in c t io n  worthy o f the name attached to  the fo u l  mouth o f  u n iv e r s ity  ca lib er*

P ro fa n ity  i s  a lso  a l i t t l e  stupid  — i t  d oesn fi  help  one w h it, but only harms you, 
and la b e ls  you as irrev eren t on the s p ir i t u a l  le v e l ;  uncouth and unrefined on the  
s o c ia l  8cen e; and dumb on the in t e l le c t u a l  f r o n t , A man addfeted to  cu rsin g  and
swearing does not f la t t e r  h im self a t a l l*  He may be a king among morons — but th at
i s  hard ly  & mark o f  d is t in c t io n ,  e i t h e r ,

We should be g r a te fu l fo r  the g i f t  o f  sp eech ; we should be g r a te fu l ,  t o o , fo r  our 
Redemption and S a lv a tio n , And being g r a te fu l , we can hardly m isuse the Holy Name 
th a t c a l l s  fo r  th an k fu ln ess, and ad oration , and repentance, and lo v e  fo r  God *

You* 11 be making r e so lu tio n s  as you s ta r t  o f f  the new sem ester * We suggest th a t you 
make t h is  one: To use the Name o f God w ith  reverence * B leseed Thomas a Kempis says 
th a t i f  we were to  erad ica te  one fa u lt  a y e a r , we should soon be p e r fe c t  men* A v ie  -  
to ry  over an u n ru ly , or v u lg a r , or profane tongue i s  no sm all .achievem ent*
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