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Remarks About The Local Beauty Parlor

"Every now and then," says Phinias Dudd, recalling the infrequent times he enters a
loeal confessional, "I run into a nosey Padre, T think I'm dolng gretty well, see.
And then thls Padre ups and asks: 'How 9! and 'In what way ?' and 'How many times 7'
and all that sort of thing. Had s good notion to say: ‘'Aren't you the nosey one.’
hut I didn't, Kind of annoys you, answering all his questlons.,™

What Phinilas iz really admitting is that he himself fell short of the requirements
for a complete confession of sins; but didn't know 1t; and that he then made 1t nec-
egsary for the confessor to elicit the information required. The priest was only
trying to help Phinias do the Jjob right -- as the penny catechism tells us -~ namely,
to confess our sins according to gpecies and number, adding the circumstances, tco,
that chonge the specles or gravity of particular sings. When Phinias limits his con-
fesgion to "violating the First, Third, Fifth, Sixth, and Eighth" commandments since
his last confession, and gives no partlculars, the confessor is then bound toe ques-
ticn him regarding grecies and numgber of sins., No confessor ever asks informatien
that is not required for the valid bestowal, or reception, of ahsolution.

“Mentlon 4 Sin OF Your Pasgt Life”
When the priest says this in confession, nelther Phinias, nor you, should argue the
point -~ Just wention the sin as directed,

Why does the priest sey that? Because he Judges that what you have teld him iz eithes
not sinful at all - through lack of advertence, or lack of matter, or lack of dell-
haratinon - or oaly doubtfully sinful. In elther case, he cannot glve absolution un-
Less you tell hiw sowething that he Jjudges is really sinful, and sufficient watier

for sbsolution. To get the abscolution for which you came to confession - and with it
the graces of the Snerament - you wush tell a sin slrecdy confescsed in your past lite.

FRAYERS ~ Deceaged: grandmother of Frunk Black of Dillen; Robert Mithen'Z; Mrs.
Begsie Lewls, Jll: wife of James Leonerd (0-C); grandtather of Tony Yuvehal of Sorin



