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Remarks About The lo c a l Beauty Parlor
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"Every now and then says Phlnlas Dudd, r e c a llin g  the Infrequent tim es he enters a 
lo c a l confess io n a l, "I run in to  & nosey Padre + I  th ink III *m doing p retty  w e ll , s e e »
And then th is  Padre ups and a sk s: * How ? * and * In what way ? * and * Bow many times ?  ̂
and a l l  th at sort o f th in g . Rad a good notion to  say ; * Aren' t  you the nosey one I '
hut 1 didn* t  + Kind o f  annoys you, answering a l l  h is  q u estion s,"

What Phlnlas i s  r e a lly  adm ittlag is  that he him self fe  11 short o f  the requlrements 
for  a complete confession  of s in s ;  but didm*t know i t ;  and that he then made i t  nee- 
ensary for the <3onfessor to (3l i c i t  the information required. The p ries t  was only 
try ing to  help Phlnlas (So the job right -  -  as the penny catechism t e l l s  us — namely, 
to  confess our s in s according to  species and number, adding the circum stances, lo o , 
that change the sp ecies or gravity o f particu lar s in s , When Phlnlas lim its  h is  con­
fe ss  ion to  "vio lating  the F ir s t , Third, F if th , S ix th , and Eighth* commandments since  
h is  la s t  confes 13io n , and gives 110 p a r ticu la rs , the confes sor i s  then bound to  ques - 
t lo n  him regard Ing &p§Gie§ and of is in s , No <2 onfes sor ever asks informal ion
that is  not irequired for  the va lid  bestow al, or recep tlon , o f absolut 1 on.

"Mention A Sin Of Your Past l i f e "

When the pr le s t  says th is  in (3 onfes s ion , ne i t  her P h ln las, nor you, should argue the
point - -  ju st mention the s in  as d irected .

Why does the p r ie s t  say that? Because he Judges that what you have to ld  him i s  e ith er
not s in fu l a t a l l  -  through lack o f advertence, or lack of m atter, or lack of d e l i ­
beration - or only doubtfully  s in fu l. In e ith er  ca se , he cannot give absolution  un­
le s s  you t e l l  him something that he judges i s  r e a lly  s in fu l ,  and s u f f ic ie n t  matter 
for absolution . To get the absolution for which you came to  confession  -  and Tfith i t
the graces o f the Sacrament -  XBZi;2LiSn-S-lS3-SlE2C§2-25Q$SSg®§.l3.X2S$.L'ati-M £S-
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