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What of Confession by Telephrne ? Recent news articles might glve the Impression
T | that certain priests in CGerwany are hearing con-
fessions and conferring sacramental absolutleon over the telephone. Actually, one
who reads the articles carefully will percelve that these priests are merely gilving
sdvice and answers tc questiens, The Church has never given a definlte answer to
this question, However, theologians generally teach that more probably a person
cannot validly confess his sins end recelve shsalution ey telephone, because priest
and penitent must be present to each other for the valld administration of Penance,
Nevertheless, Father Connell, the Redemptorist, believes that since there 1s a
slight probebility that such presence is sufficlently achieved In & telephone con-
versation, a priest could use the telephone to Hear a confesslon and luwpart absolu-
tion in case of great necesslty -- for exsmple, if a person 1s Aying and can contact
s priest only by telephene, or a miner 1s imprisoned under the ground by a cave-in,
In such an event the priest would confer abhsolution condiflonally -- that 1s, with
the Intentlon of sbsolving only 1f this can he deone valldly.

The problem of confession »y telephone involves the divine law, since Christ lnstl-
tuted the sacrament of Penance and laid down the conditions for 1ts valid administra-
tien, But on matters subject to eccleslastlcsl jJurisdiction the Pope can wake s
decision; and In some instances such decislons have bheen made with reference to the
use of medern mesns of communications. Thus, in 1536 Plus XII decreed that those who

orbl (to Rome and to the entire world) -- as on Eagter Sunday -- can galn the plenary
Indulgence sttached to that blessing.

whet of the Rogary by Radlo ? In 1952 the same Soverign Pontlff declared that those

who partlcipate in a Rogary bhroadcest can galn the
indulgence 1f they recite the Rosary in conJunction with the persen broadcasting,
that is, 1f he says the first part and they the second. Thils holds only when there
1s a "live" broasdcast, not when 1t 1s only a recording., In this latter case, a group
reclting the Rosary concomitantly with the Wrosdcast would have o recite the prayers
In thelr entirety in order to galn the indulgence, or at least one member would have
to say the first prart while the others would recite the second.

what of Assisting at Mass_by Radin or T-V ? No. You capnot argue from the above

conceszlons that you can satlsfy your
obligatlons »f hesring Msss on Sundays and Hely Days by listening to the Holy Sac-
riflce on the radio, or viewlng 1t on T-V.

The Church requlres that we be present physlcally at Mass, because the Mass 18 an
act of corporate or soclal weorship., Hence Catholles are bound to partlcipste in
the calebratien of the Holy Sacrifice as a group.

dewaver, those who are umsable to attend Mass in the church -- particulsarly those who
are confined to thelr homes -~ willl surely galn many graces 1f they fnlleow the cere-
monles of this suhlime sct of worshlp with the ald of a radle or television.

PT.ATERS REQUESTEP - Decensed: Willlam J. Henry; grandmcther of Tony Yerchak of Walsh
slster of Father Theodcre Hesburgh,CSC; mother of Rev. Rebert McKee, C5C; sizter of
Father Jerome Lowyer, CSC; father of Rev. Themses Baker, CSC; grandmother and aunt of
3ob Desmond of Alumnd; Richard W. Glroux,'3l; Edward R. Carrcll, '20. Ill: brother
o Den Bergen of Fisher; Mr. Otto PLaAfl; Rev, Matthew Ceyle, C8C; Rev. fscar Hentges,
A3C; Tom White, '38; sleter of Wm, Fltzgerald,'4l; child ef Prof. McInerney; grand-

father of Xavier Aragona (0-0). Five special intentions.



