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Grme Timely QuestIons 

What of Confession by Telephone ? Recent news artic les might give the impress ion
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that certain pries tie; in Germany are hearing con - 
fessions and conferring sacramental absolution over the telephone. Actually, one 
who reads the artIcles carefully w ill perceive that thene priests are merely giving 
advice and answers to quaetlons, The Church has never given a definite answer to 
this quest ion. However, theologians generally teach that more probably a person 
cannot validly cnnfess his sins and receive absolution by telephone, because priest 
and penitent must be present "to each other for the valid administration of Penance, 
Nevertheless, Father Conne 11, the Redemptorlet, believes that 13ince there is  a 
slight probability that such presence is  su fficiently  achieved in a telephone con­
vene at ion, a priest could us e the telephone to hear si conf e s s ion and impart ab solu­
tion in case of great neces 8 ity  — for example, i f  a person is  dying and can c out act 
a priest only by telephone, or a miner is  imprisoned under the ground by a cave-in.
In such an event the priest would confer absolution sq&dltlOD&likg that i s , with 
the intention of absolving only i f  th is c&n be done valid ly .

The problem of confession by telephone involves the divine law, since Christ in s t l - 
tuted the 13 acrament of Penance and laid down the cond i t  ions for it s  valid administra­
tion . But on matters sub ject to cccleslastica l jurisdiction the Pope can make a 
de c is ion; and in some ins tances such dec is inns have been mad e with reference "bn the 
use of modern means of eommunic at ions * Thus, in 1939 Plus XII d ecreed that those who 
hear by rad in the 13 olemn ble ss ing which the Eoly Father sometime s imparts #%bl_et 
qrbl (to Rome and to the entire world) — as on Faster Sunday — can gain the plenary 
indulgence attached "bo that blessing.

What of the Rosary by Radio ? In 1952 the same Goverign Pontiff (Sec:lared that thorne
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who participate in  a Rosary broadcast can gain the 
indulgence i f  they recite the Rosary in conjunction with the person broadcasting; 
that is ,  i f  he says the f ir s t  part and they the second. This holds only when there
is  a "live" broadcast, not when i t  is  only a recording. In th is la tter  case, a group
reciting the Rosary concomitantly with the broadcast would have to recite the prayers 
in their entirety in order to gain the indulgence, or at least one member would have 
to say the f ir s t  part while the others would recite the second.

You cannot argue from the above 
concessions that you can satisfy  your

obligations of hearing Mass on Sundays and Eoly Pays by listen ing to the Eoly Sac­
r ific e  on the radio, or viewing i t  on T-V.

The Church requires that we be present physically at Mass, because the Mass is  an 
act of corporate or social worship, Eence Catholics are bound to participate in  
the celebration of the Eoly Sacrifice as a group.

Eow&vcr, those who are unable to attend Mass in the church — particularly those who 
are confined to their homes''— w ill surely gain many graces i f  they fallow the cere­
monies of this sublime act of worship with the aid of a radio nr television .
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PRAYERS REQUESTER - Qocensed: William J. Henry; grandmother nf Tony Yurchak of Walsh
sister  of Father Theodore Hesburgh,CSC; mother of Rev. Robert McKee, CSC; s is ter  of 
Father Jerome Lawyer, CSC; father of Rev. Thomas Raker, CSC; grandmother and aunt i f  
Bob Desmond of Alumni; Richard W. Giroux,'31; Edward P. Carroll, '29- 111: brother
of Dan Bergen of Fisher; Mr. Otto Pfaff; Rev. Matthew Coyle, CSC; Rev. xr£car Hentges, 
GDC; Tom White, '38; s ister  of Wm. Fitzgerald,'4l; child of Prof. Mclnerney; grand- 
father of Xavier Aragona (0-C). Five special Intentions.


