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Explaining The Third Order

S t, Francis o f  A ssis i, who was not a p r ie st, founded an Order for p r iests; and an 
Order for nuns# lie also founded an order for men and women liv in g  in  the world, 
who may be married or sin g le , and who desire to lead a perfect Catholic l i f e .

This Third Order is  tru ly  a relig ious order for the la ity . I t  o ffers "bitem si clear  
defin ition  of what constitutes th e ir  sp ir itu a l perfection. I t  pro?ides id ea ls , 
aids; and advantages that d irect and a s s is t  members toward the perfection o f the!r  
2a tate in  l i f e .

The Third Order presents a systern of l i f e  by which the Gospel teaching (3511% be prac-  
ticed  more In te llig en tly  and e ffe 0 t iv e ly  by laymen. Members are urged to o ffer  
Mass and Holy Communion each day however, the rule requires th is  but once a 
month. The Third Order O ffice, consisting of 12 Paters, Aves, and Glorias, i s  to 
be recited  daily  * And members are required to attend a monthly meeting — even at 
some sa c r if ic e . Each Tertiary always wears h is habit — a brown scapular and the 
white Francis can Cord under h is  0 rdinary clo thing. Members have the priv ilege  
of being buried in  the f u l l  outer habit of the Order.

The rule o f the Third Order binds no one in  conscience, By fa ilin g  to  follow any
presoription o f  the Rule one simply fo r fe its  the sp ir itu a l b en efits attached to i t .

There are over 100,000 "Tertiaries" in  the United States alone. The lo ca l campus 
group had i t s  canonical beginning in  the spring of 1937. Great characters of h is -  
tory have belonged to th is  Order Christopher Columbus, Raphael, Michaelangelo, 
St* Thomas More * Daniel 0* Connell, Terence McSweeney, Francis Thompson, and Matt 
Talbot, The popes have encouraged the spread of the Third Order.

The Third Order does not exclude a normal Catholic lay  l i f e  — indeed, that is
exactly  what i t  fos ters. I t  doe a no t  exclude membership in any othe r Catholic so-
(3ie ty  such as the K, of (3, or 5 t ,  Vincent tile Paul, or L iturgical L ife , or 1ST,C. S»
I t  encourages Tertiaries to join  in the work of s uch organlsations *

Third Order members, although aiming primarily a t th e ir  own sa n c tif ica tio n , devote 
themselves to the sp ir itu a l and corporal works of mercy. Notre Dame T ertiaries  
have a program geared to student needs, rendering many p ractica l services to l i f e  
here on campus, Later, they w il l  carry the same assistance in to  th e ir  parish l i f e .

I f  you are interested in joining the Third Order, and want additional information, 
go to Paul willihngana, 11 Sorin Hall, anytime before February 2 Candidates w ill  
be received shortly after that date.

Just Received

The Class Chaplains have ju st received a shipment of the new ^-volume Missals (S t . 
Andrew), loather bound, and containing the revised litu rg y  for Holy Week* Thay are 
on sa le  at the bargain rate of i l l . 00 per se t . The new S t. Andrew sin g le  volume 
Missal i s  also available at A $ $0*
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Tomorrow $ Adoration for Zahm, Cavanaugh, and Farley h a l ls ,
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Said one man recently; 11 Father, I didn't know what i t  meant to be a Catholic u n til
I started reading the Denver R egister. " The same paper is  available for you every 
Sunday at the Church. So i s  Our Sunday V isitor, the Catholic Digest and Ave ;Iaria,
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