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•  ASHES WILL BE DISTRIBUTED THIS 
EVENING IN DILLON CHAPEL AT 6 :3 0 , 
7:30 , AND 8:30  P.M.

• ADORATION o f  th e  B le sse d  Sac­
rament co n tin u es d a ily  in  the Lady 
Chapel o f  Sacred Heart Church. One 
th e  Lenten p r iv i l e g e s  we enjoy a t  
N otre Dame i s  th a t  o f  e x p o s it io n  
o f th e  B le sse d  Sacrament from Noon 
u n t i l  4:45 P.M. each w eek-day. To­
morrow, r e s id e n ts  o f  M orrissey , S t . 
Edward's, and B reen -P h i11ip s  w i l l  
take th e ir  turn  making a h a lf  hour 
o f a d o ra tio n . On F rid ay , Cavanaugh, 
Zahm, and F a r le y  r e s id e n ts  w i l l  be 
r e sp o n s ib le  fo r  k eep in g  th e  chapel 
f i l l e d  through th e  a ftern o o n .

•  THE MARRIAGE INSTITUTE FOR SEN­
IORS w i l l  b eg in  t h i s  e v e n in g . The 
w eekly Wednesday n ig h t t a lk s  w i l l  
fe a tu r e  f i r s t  Mr. and M rs. Robert 
T. C h r is t in . T heir to p ic  w i l l  be 
"Success in  M arriage". A l l  th e  t a lk s  
are schedu led  fo r  W ashington H a ll 
b eg in n in g  a t  7:00  P.M.

•  TOMORROW EVENING, AND EVERY LENT­
EN THURSDAY EVENING, th e  YCS w i l l  
o f f e r  i t s  LEO X III LENTEN LECTURE 
SERIES. P la ce : 104 0 1Shaughnessy. 
Time: 8:00 P.M. F o llow in g  are th e  
speakers fo r  t h i s  y e a r 's  s e r ie s :

March 3—Fr.Dunne on " C h ristian  Ex­
is t e n t ia l is m "  .

March 1 0 -P r o f. F ltzs im o n s on "The
R ise  o f  A fr ic a " ,

March 1 7 -P r o f . D 'A ntonio on "The
P op u la tion  E xp losion " .

March 24—F r .P utz on "The L a ity
Comes o f  Age".

March 31—P r o f . Niemeyer on "Com­
m unist Id eo logy  and th e  
W est".

A p r il 7—Fr.Lauck on "C hristian
A rt" .

•  FRIDAY OF THIS WEEK IS THE FIRST 
FRIDAY. SATURDAY IS THE FIRST SATUR­
DAY .

•  AT THE 5:10 MASS ON WEEK-DAYS 
during Lent, th e r e  w i l l  be a f i v e  
m inute sermon on th e  M ass. You are  
reminded th a t  one o f  th e  r e q u is i t e s  
fo r  a v a il in g  O u rselves o f  th e  N otre  
Dame d isp e n sa tio n  during Lent i s  
th a t  we a tten d  th e  Lenten sermons 
or undertake some penance, p ra y er , 
or m o r t i f ic a t io n .

•  THERE WILL BE FOUR PRIESTS HEAR­
ING c o n fe s s io n s  a t th e  5:10 Mass 
each day.

•  MANY OF YOU are  in  th e  h a b it  o f  
e a t in g  p r e t z e ls  th e  whole year  
th rou gh . But do you know th a t  th e  
p r e tz e l  i s  an image o f  arms cro ssed  
in  p rayer , and th e  symbol o f  pray­
e r fu l  penance in  L en t. In some 
p la c e s ,  p r e t z e ls  are served  on ly  
from Ash Wednesday u n t i l  E a s te r . 
P r e tz e l  means " l i t t l e  arms", and 
th e  word i s  one co in ed  by th e  Ger­
mans tak in g  t h e ir  lea d  from th e  
L atin  " b r a c e lla e " . In  th e  e a r ly  
Church, th e  f a i t h f u l  crossed  t h e ir  
arms over t h e ir  c h e s t  when th ey  
prayed .



THE LENTEN SEASON, as b r u le ,  f in d s  th e m ovie in d u s tr y 's  ad—men employ­
in g  th e  hard s e l l  to  overcome th e  r e s o lu t io n s  o f  th o se  who have made 
up t h e ir  minds to  s ta y  away from m ovies d u rin g  Lent * The th e a te r s  seem 
to  h o ld  a l l  th e  "A" m ovies u n t i l  Lent s t a r t s .  For th e  peace o f  mind o f
th o se  who have g iven  up m ovies for  Lent, h e r e 's  a rev iew  o f  one o f  th e  
m ovies opening t h i s  week.

On the Beach: The release of the “ban the bomb” 
Hollywood production “On The Beach” received much 
serious study on Capitol Hill, not as entertainment but 
as a potent political factor if it is widely viewed—as is 
expected—across the country. The appearance of the 
film may constitute one of the most important events 
of 1950, foreshadowing the psychological climate for 
1960.

What disturbs political observers is the dark defeatist 
motif of the expertly made film. Stanley Kramer, pro­
ducer of a long line of leftist hits, does a masterful job 
of direction.

The picture is adopted from Nevil Shute’s best seller 
and is set in 1964 in Australia, the only nation repre­
sented as inhabited after hydrogen warfare has killed off 
the rest of mankind (no one knows who started it. al­
though mention is made that “someone panicked and 
pushed a button”). The Australians, with a surviving 
American submarine crew which reports that no life 
exists on our West Coast (the film offers periscope shots 
of a lifeless San Francisco), are to die themselves in five 
months when fallout reaches Down Under, In the best 
to-heil-with-it-ail manner they go about their boozing 
and their business.

The business is composed largely of distrib­
uting suicide pills among the populace—no 
question is raised as to the morality of this, 
apparently because no one wants to get a sick 
tummy from radiation in the last days and all 
line up obediently for their ration.

In one drinking scene, an Australian atom scientist 
(Fred Astaire) proclaims drunkenly that all scientists 
knew this would be the outcome in the event of war and 
that all of them signed bomb-banning petitions (but of 
course none signed until they developed it and it was 
dropped on the Japanese). A tramp (Ava Gardner)

whimpers in a brandy breath: “Everybody knew what 
would happen, so why did they let it happen? I  didn't 
do anything. No one I  know did anything.”

The film peddles the idea that the American submarine 
crew and the Aussies—as depicted—prefer to go to their 
death drinking and love making rather than in prayer, 
as portrayed in the excellent film “Titanic,” in which 
families on the sinking ship prayed, the band played 
“Nearer My God To Thee,” and lifeboat survivors offered 
prayers for those who went down (as indeed actually 
happened).

Director Kramer offers some sobering symbolism 
amidst all the scotch, brandy and suicide pills. There is 
one religious scene—a Salvation Army revival set against 
a street banner reading: “There is still time—brother” 
But its purpose seems less religious than as a means of 
projecting the spiritually starved film's big message—  
atomic disarmament at any price (the banner is flashed 
07i the screen at the end after all are dead).

Religious reaction to the film was swift and the Rev. 
Daniel Poling's Christian Herald delivered this opinion: 
“The fact that religion would undoubtedly play a 
prominent part at such a crisis time in human existence 
is overlooked or disregarded except for an inadequate 
presentation . . . religion has no place in the conversation 
of the sophisticates who dominate the film. This is in­
credible under the circumstances,”

In the opinion of the Capital, “On the Beach” is 
undoubtedly the greatest psychological warfare movie 
of the cold war and will leave Communist and the left- 
wing egghead cheering sections hoarse. Of greatest im­
port will be the impression made on the mass audience 
of the American people. Will their reaction show that 
we have not retreated from the position of honor we 
had at Bunker Hill when Yankee farmers stood their 
ground and fired rusty nails out of squirrel rifles a t 
British regulars? There is still time—brother.


